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ABSTRACT

The relationship between religion and ethics is one of the oldest issues in the philosophy of ethics, tracing
back to Socrates and Plato’s Euthyphro. In recent centuries, this issue has gained renewed attention, as
contemporary religious philosophers, observing a lack of spirituality in Western society, have turned back
to religion and theological concerns, reviving Renaissance ideals. Interestingly, both religious and
atheistic philosophers (such as Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud) have developed theories on this matter. In
terms of the importance and precedence of religion and ethics, it can be noted that both concepts date
back to the emergence of humanity, although religion in the sense of religious law began with Noah. The
discussions presented here aim to impartially address various viewpoints without favoring any particular
stance. This study uses a descriptive-analytical method to examine Mulla Sadra’s perspective on religion
and ethics, exploring the relationship between these concepts from the standpoint of Sadr al-Muta’allihin.
According to the findings, Sadra’s transcendent philosophy, with its unique approach, connects humanity
existentially to God, directing individuals toward their ultimate purpose. He identifies the perfection of
the human soul and the attainment of happiness as the ultimate goal of human existence. Through this
lens, humans have the potential to ascend to the level of angels, provided they embark on the path of
perfection and adhere to the divine teachings conveyed by the prophets.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The intricate relationship between religion and ethics is a subject that has perpetually occupied the
minds of philosophers throughout history. The discourse traces back to the era of Socrates and Plato,
particularly exemplified in the Euthyphro dialogue. The complexity of this relationship has not only
persisted but has also been a major area of inquiry in both religious and secular philosophical
traditions. In the contemporary era, a resurgence of interest in religiously inspired philosophical
thought has emerged, spurred by a collective recognition of spiritual emptiness in modern secular
societies. Scholars like Mesbah Yazdi (1993) and Khosropanah (2004) have emphasized that
religion, viewed through the lens of divine law, serves as a comprehensive framework encompassing
morality, laws, and spiritual fulfillment (Khosropanah, 2004; Mesbah Yazdi, 1993).
The debate around the unity, interaction, and separation of religion and ethics remains one of the
most contentious in philosophical theology. Several thinkers, both Western and Islamic, have posited
varying theories. Notably, Islamic theologians have historically been divided into two main schools:
the Ash’arites, who view moral values as wholly derived from divine command (Mesbah Yazdi &
Rajabi, 2002), and the Mu'tazilites, who assert the inherent rationality of moral values, independent
of religious decrees (Javadi Amoli, 2009). This divergence underscores the broader discourse around
whether morality can sustain itself outside a religious context or whether it is inextricably linked to
theological foundations.
Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, known as "Transcendent Theosophy," offers a unique synthesis that
bridges metaphysics and practical ethics. As Shajari (2009) elucidates, Sadra conceptualizes religion
not merely as a set of divine commands but as an ontological journey that perfects the human soul.
His philosophical framework suggests that ethical behavior is a natural extension of spiritual
understanding, asserting that human beings, through moral and spiritual elevation, can transcend
their corporeal limitations and attain angelic states. This perspective aligns ethics with a broader
metaphysical aim: human perfection and ultimate proximity to the divine (Shajari, 2009).
While Sadra’s metaphysical emphasis intertwines ethics and religion, it does not claim their absolute
identity. Rather, he advances a nuanced view wherein ethical virtues are not only commanded by
divine law but are also discoverable through human reason. As Alami (2010) asserts, this framework
recognizes the legitimacy of rational ethics, albeit within the context of a divinely guided universe
(Alami, 2010). Yet, this integration challenges purely secular views, such as those presented by Kant,
who argues that moral imperatives are derived from pure reason and must remain independent of
religious beliefs (Korner, 2001).
The interactionist model proposed by Sadra represents a sophisticated balance between religious
determinism and moral autonomy. According to Ramazani (2008), ethical principles, while
discoverable by human intellect, gain their ultimate significance and efficacy through religious
teachings that imbue them with divine purpose. In Sadra’s thought, religious rituals like prayer and
fasting serve a higher moral function: purifying the soul from base desires and enabling spiritual
enlightenment (Shirazi, 1986). This approach illustrates how ethics and religious practices are
mutually reinforcing, contributing to the holistic development of the self (Ramazani, 2008).

IRk




Cyedladlhno ol 3 BAST 9 42d ol g ol S S =1

Critics of this intertwined model argue for a clearer separation between ethical and religious
domains. Kierkegaard, for instance, advocates for the independence of faith from ethical norms, as
demonstrated in his analysis of Abraham’s sacrifice (Sajedi, 2011). Yet, as Mesbah Yazdi (1993)
counters, this view fails to account for the profound motivational role religion plays in enforcing
ethical behavior. The divine promise of reward and the threat of punishment serve not only as
deterrents but also as motivators for moral conduct, thereby ensuring adherence to ethical norms
even when rational incentives might fail.

In conclusion, Sadra’s integrated approach to religion and ethics continues to offer profound insights
into the interdependence of these domains. By acknowledging the rational basis of ethics while
situating it within a theologically rich framework, his philosophy bridges the gap between moral
philosophy and religious ethics. As scholars like Ghadran Qaramaleki (2008) have noted, this model
provides a robust account of how religious teachings and ethical behavior can coalesce to elevate the

human condition, emphasizing the dynamic and reciprocal relationship between the two) Ghadran
Qaramaleki, 2008(. The interplay between rational and divine ethics remains a fertile ground for

philosophical exploration, shaping our understanding of how morality and spirituality coalesce in
the pursuit of human excellence.
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