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ABSTRACT
The rule of sovereignty is one of the most significant jurisprudential principles, playing a critical role in

civil law regulations, particularly in contracts. Meanwhile, sales options are also among the key topics in
contracts of sale, which are prevalent issues in society and necessitate thorough examination of their
dimensions. The aim of this article is to explore the question: what are the applications and functions of
the rule of sovereignty in the context of sales options? This article employs a descriptive-analytical
approach and uses library research methods to address the aforementioned question. The findings
indicate that based on the rule of sovereignty, the dominion of the owner is one of the well-known
principles among jurists, frequently referenced in various chapters of transactions in jurisprudence. In
some cases, the only basis for a legal ruling is this very principle, which is of such generality that it
encompasses various types of non-prohibited disposals, both substantively and executively. That is, these
disposals by the owner are considered legally permissible and lawful from a jurisprudential standpoint
and also exert their substantive effects (such as transfer of ownership, etc.). In the realm of options,
regarding the waiver of options, reference is made to the rule al-nas musallatun ‘al4 amwalihim (people
have authority over their property) in relation to the waiver of the right of assembly (waiver after the
contract) and the option of ghabn (disposal by the deceived party before awareness of the deceit).
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

The rule of sultan, or qa'idat al-sultan, is a widely accepted jurisprudential principle granting full
authority to the property owner to exercise rights over their property, as long as their actions are not
legally forbidden. The article's primary aim is to explore the applicability of this rule in various
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aspects of sale options (khiyarat), which are mechanisms allowing parties to rescind a sale under
specific conditions.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on a library-based research method to
analyze the relationship between the rule of sultan and sale options, with a focus on the specific types
of khiyarat—including khiyar al-majlis (option of meeting) and khiyar al-ghabn (option of loss). The
research findings underscore the significance of the rule of sultan as one of the fundamental
principles in Islamic jurisprudence, regularly invoked by scholars across various areas of
transactional jurisprudence. In some instances, the rule serves as the sole basis for Islamic legal

rulings (Shari'a) regarding the permissibility and legality of transactions (Ansari, 2004).

In Islamic jurisprudence, the rule of sultan emphasizes the absolute control of a property owner over
their property, giving them the right to manage, transfer, sell, or lease their assets as they wish. This
legal authority stems from the Quranic verse "The people are entitled to their properties” (an-nas
maslutoon ‘ala amwalihim), which establishes the basis for the owner's dominion over their assets.
However, this rule is not absolute and is subject to limitations where the law explicitly prohibits
certain types of disposals, such as in cases involving usury, fraud, or harm to others (Sobhani Tabrizi,
2014). In the context of sale options, the article highlights the flexibility granted by this principle,
allowing parties to modify, terminate, or affirm contracts according to their own volition within legal
boundaries.

The article pays special attention to khiyar al-majlis, the right of both the buyer and the seller to
annul a sale as long as they have not physically separated after concluding the contract. This option
derives its validity from the rule of sultan, whereby the dominion of the buyer and seller over their
respective positions remains intact until they leave the meeting place. The author discusses the
juristic opinions on whether the mere verbal declaration of intent to rescind is sufficient or if actual
physical separation is required. Some jurists assert that even if the parties verbally affirm the sale
but remain in the same physical space, they retain the right to revoke the contract under this option
(Najafi, 2006).

In contrast, khiyar al-ghabn focuses on situations where one party is deceived or misled about the
value of the goods, resulting in an unfair transaction. The article notes that if the aggrieved party
becomes aware of the deception after the transaction, they are entitled to annul the contract under
this option. Once again, the rule of sultan allows the deceived party to exercise their right to
invalidate the sale, as long as they have not engaged in actions that imply acceptance of the
transaction, such as making irreversible transfers or utilizing the goods. This approach ensures that

justice is upheld, and neither party is subject to undue loss or exploitation (Ansari, 1996).

The revocation of sale options is another key aspect where the rule of sultan finds its application. The
article explores how this rule grants the owner the right to waive their legal options. For instance,
the seller or buyer may choose to forgo their right to rescind the contract, thereby affirming the sale
even in cases where they would be legally justified in annulling the transaction. This waiver must be
made explicitly, and once the party has waived their option, they lose the ability to exercise it in the
future. The author emphasizes that the right to revoke is fundamentally tied to the principle of
ownership and dominion, making it an essential element of the rule of sultan (Makarem Shirazi,

2000).
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In conclusion, the article affirms that the rule of sultan is pivotal in the context of sale options,
providing both flexibility and protection for contractual parties. By granting property owners control
over their transactions, the rule upholds the principle of autonomy while maintaining safeguards
against exploitation and injustice through the various sale options available under Islamic law. The
study recommends further research into the application of this rule in modern contractual settings,
particularly in electronic contracts and international trade, where traditional notions of physical
presence and ownership might be challenged.
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