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ABSTRACT
This article examines Iran's criminal policy regarding economic crimes. The present research was conducted

using a descriptive and analytical method. The expansion of economic crimes has hindered the government’s
achievement of national objectives in the domain of economic security. Iran’s economic environment, due to
numerous vulnerabilities, creates a more conducive ground for committing economic crimes compared to
advanced economic systems. However, Iran’s criminal policy, especially its penal policy, lacks specific
measures to address this category of crimes. Due to the absence of a structured penal policy, the generalization
of economic crime instances, insufficient coverage of economic crimes, and the lack of specific criteria to
distinguish these crimes from other offenses, this concept benefits actual economic criminals more than it
does the legal system and society’s citizens. Findings indicate that Iran's criminal policy regarding economic
crimes faces numerous challenges. Among the most fundamental challenges and ambiguities are the lack of
a comprehensive and precise definition of the concept and purpose of economic crimes, the breadth of cases
due to leniency in judicial approaches, the flawed adoption of penal policies and the degree of their
appropriateness and effectiveness, the absence of a clear definition of economic crimes, multiple legislative
bodies in the field of economic crimes, pluralism in judicial criminal policy, populist penal approaches in
dealing with economic crimes, the absence of a cohesive and unified criminal policy, and the security-oriented
nature of criminal policy in economic crimes. These are among the current challenges and issues in Iran's
criminal policy regarding economic crimes.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Economic crimes are a significant issue in many countries, including Iran, where the legal and
judicial system has struggled to address them effectively. The article at hand explores Iran’s criminal
policy toward economic crimes, emphasizing the challenges and gaps in both legislation and
implementation. As the prevalence of economic crimes rises, the Iranian government has faced
difficulties in achieving national goals related to economic security.
Iran’s economic environment presents a fertile ground for economic crimes due to its various
vulnerabilities, as mentioned in the article. These crimes have a far-reaching impact, not only
hampering economic security but also affecting the government’s ability to maintain social stability.
The government's response, particularly through its criminal and penal policies, has been
inadequate, leading to significant challenges. The lack of a structured penal policy and insufficient
differentiation between economic crimes and other offenses has resulted in legal ambiguities,
making it harder to combat economic crimes effectively (Najafi Abrandabadi & Hashem Beigi, 2014;
Najafi Abrandabadi & Sabouripour, 2005). The criminal policy in place fails to provide a clear and
comprehensive definition of economic crimes, allowing for leniency in judicial approaches that
ultimately benefit criminals rather than society at large.

A key issue is the absence of a cohesive and unified criminal policy that could systematically address
the economic challenges Iran faces. The pluralism in legislative bodies has led to fragmented
approaches to dealing with economic crimes. This fragmentation has weakened the judicial system’s
ability to prosecute and prevent such crimes effectively. The article points out that this has resulted
in inconsistent court rulings, which further complicates the legal framework. The reliance on
populist penal approaches to handle economic crimes has, in many cases, exacerbated the problem,
leading to a lack of fairness and balance in legal proceedings (Alvani & Sharifzadeh, 2000). These
challenges highlight the need for a more integrated and specialized approach within Iran's criminal

justice system.

Moreover, the article discusses the economic impact of these crimes, particularly their contribution
to undermining national economic stability. Economic crimes are not confined to local impacts; they
have a cascading effect on broader economic performance. Criminals who engage in activities such
as money laundering, fraud, and corruption can significantly distort market operations, harming
both the private sector and public institutions (Nourzad, 2010). The absence of strict penal measures
allows these criminals to exploit economic vulnerabilities, mixing illicit proceeds with legal income
and gaining unfair advantages over competitors who operate within the law. This has a detrimental
effect on economic competition and innovation.
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The article also highlights the problematic nature of the judicial response to economic crimes, which
has often been characterized by short-term and politically motivated reactions. For instance, the
judiciary may react harshly in periods of public outcry, but leniency returns when societal pressures
decrease. This inconsistency undermines the rule of law and creates an environment where economic
crimes are more likely to proliferate. A more stable and consistent judicial approach, as the article
suggests, would involve the establishment of specialized courts and legal mechanisms dedicated to
handling economic crimes, much like the separate systems established for military courts under
Article 172 of Iran’s Constitution (Pakneat, 2017).

Preventive measures are another critical aspect discussed in the article. The author argues that while
Iran's penal policy has focused primarily on punishment, there has been little effort to establish
preventive policies that could mitigate the root causes of economic crimes. For instance, corruption
within governmental bodies often leads to economic crimes, and a preventive approach would
require reforms that promote transparency and accountability in public administration (Jamshidi,
2012). Such reforms could also extend to improving economic regulations and oversight mechanisms
to reduce the opportunities for financial crimes.

In conclusion, the article presents a comprehensive analysis of Iran’s criminal policy on economic
crimes, drawing attention to the various legal, judicial, and institutional challenges that hinder the
effective prosecution and prevention of these offenses. The lack of a cohesive penal policy, the
inconsistent application of laws, and the reliance on populist responses have all contributed to the
proliferation of economic crimes in Iran. To address these issues, the article suggests that the
government must adopt a more structured approach, focusing on both penal and preventive
measures to ensure economic stability and legal fairness. This would involve legislative reforms,
judicial specialization, and a more consistent application of laws to deter economic criminals
effectively and restore trust in the country's economic systems.
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