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ABSTRACT
This research examines and analyzes the roots of the faculty of imagination and the concepts of the Divine

Names (Asma’ Allah al-Husna) in the degrees of human existence from the perspective of Muhyiddin Ibn
Arabi. The transformations of theological and mystical concepts, from the advent of Islam to the medieval
periods, especially in the realm of Sufism, have been accompanied by depth and evolution. From the 8th
century CE, Islamic mystics in both the eastern and western parts of the Islamic world solidified and
developed the theoretical foundations of Sufism. In the 12th century CE, Ibn Arabi, considering the
cultural and intellectual context of his time, revisited mystical teachings and, utilizing the concepts of the
faculty of imagination and the Divine Names, reinterpreted ideas such as the Perfect Man (Insan Kamil)
and the unity of existence in a novel way. This research demonstrates that Ibn Arabi, by blending previous
mystical concepts and employing the power of imagination, restructured and expanded the language of
Sufism and the meaning of the Perfect Man. He succeeded in deeply analyzing the Divine Names,
interpreting the existential ranks of humans, and presenting a new understanding of humanity’s place in
the cosmic order. The goal of this article is to provide a comprehensive view of the impact of the faculty
of imagination and the analysis of the Divine Names on the structure of mystical anthropology and to
explain the key concepts of Sufism from Ibn Arabi’s perspective.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
This study explores the roots of the faculty of imagination and its relationship with the concepts of
the Divine Names (Asma' Allah al-Husna) in the degrees of human existence, from the perspective
of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi. Throughout Islamic history, especially during the medieval periods, Sufi
mystics have significantly contributed to the theoretical foundations of Islamic mysticism
(tasawwuf), which emphasized the metaphysical and existential dimensions of human life. Ibn
Arabi, a prominent 12th-century mystic, redefined key Sufi concepts such as the Perfect Man (Insan
Kamil) and the Unity of Existence through his innovative use of imagination and the Divine Names.
His works have greatly influenced mystical anthropology and the broader Islamic intellectual
tradition. This research aims to analyze the impact of imagination on spiritual development and its
role in interpreting the Divine Names within the cosmic order.
In Islamic mysticism, the faculty of imagination is perceived as a crucial tool that allows individuals
to transcend sensory experiences and access higher metaphysical realities. Ibn Arabi considered
imagination as the intermediary between the physical world and the spiritual realm. Through
imagination, humans can comprehend the Divine Names and their manifestations within creation.
Ibn Arabi’s view suggests that the power of imagination helps the individual perceive the divine
attributes reflected in the cosmos, enabling the believer to ascend the various existential ranks
toward self-perfection and closeness to God. This relationship between imagination and divine
knowledge forms the core of Ibn Arabi’s mystical framework, particularly in his interpretation of the
Perfect Man, who serves as a mirror reflecting the entirety of divine qualities (Ibn Arabi, 2002).
The concept of the Perfect Man in Ibn Arabi’s thought represents the highest stage of spiritual
realization, where a human being fully manifests the Divine Names and becomes a complete
reflection of God's attributes. In this state, the individual transcends personal limitations and
integrates into the universal truth of existence. Ibn Arabi's doctrine suggests that the entire cosmos
is a manifestation of God, and the Perfect Man is the focal point through which divine unity is
expressed. The development of the human soul, aided by the faculty of imagination, enables
individuals to engage with the metaphysical realities that underlie the material world. As such, the
Perfect Man serves as the ultimate model for human potential, merging divine and human realities
into a singular ontological truth (Ibn Arabi, 1948, 1996, 2002; Kakaei, 2002).
In addition to exploring the metaphysical aspects of imagination, Ibn Arabi’s analysis of the Divine
Names plays a pivotal role in understanding human existence. The Divine Names represent different
aspects of God’s nature, and through deep contemplation and imagination, the mystic can experience
these names in varying degrees of intensity. Ibn Arabi emphasized that the human being’s spiritual
journey involves recognizing and embodying these divine qualities, gradually ascending through
stages of spiritual awareness. Each stage of this journey reveals more profound aspects of God’s
nature, bringing the seeker closer to the ultimate truth of divine unity. The faculty of imagination
thus becomes essential in the mystic’s effort to comprehend these abstract, metaphysical truths (Fayz
Kashani, 1982; Ibn Arabi, 2002, 2008).
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This research demonstrates how Ibn Arabi’s use of imagination restructured traditional Sufi thought,
providing a novel lens through which to interpret mystical concepts. By merging existing ideas about
the Perfect Man and divine unity with the imaginative process, he created a new language for
discussing human existence and spirituality. His works, particularly Futuhat al-Makkiyya and Fusus
al-Hikam, show how imagination can bridge the gap between the known physical world and the
unknown metaphysical realms. This innovative approach allowed Ibn Arabi to propose a more
dynamic relationship between God and humanity, where each individual has the potential to
experience divine realities through the creative power of imagination (Ibn Arabi, 2002).

In conclusion, Ibn Arabi’s contributions to Sufi thought represent a significant evolution in the
understanding of human existence within the Islamic mystical tradition. By emphasizing the faculty
of imagination and its role in perceiving the Divine Names, he provided a comprehensive framework
for understanding the spiritual journey and the realization of the Perfect Man. His teachings
continue to influence modern interpretations of mysticism, theology, and metaphysics, offering
valuable insights into the relationship between the divine and the human. This study contributes to
ongoing scholarly discussions on the intersection of imagination, divine knowledge, and human
potential, reaffirming the centrality of Ibn Arabi’s ideas in contemporary mystical discourse.
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