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ABSTRACT
The obligations of the maritime carrier and, subsequently, their liabilities are framed within the contract of

carriage of goods. Maritime transport of goods under international law is regulated by the provisions of three
major conventions: the Hague-Visby Rules of 1924, the Hamburg Rules of 1987, and the recently adopted
Rotterdam Rules of 2008. Therefore, different countries, depending on which of these conventions they have
acceded to or incorporated into their domestic law, may have different standards for calculating damages. The
calculation criteria for damages in the Hague Convention and its Visby Protocol differ from those in the
Hamburg and Rotterdam Conventions. This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. The
calculation criterion refers to the amount of goods on which the damage is calculated and paid to the owner of
the goods. The issue of delay in the delivery of goods, similar to the loss or damage of goods, is addressed in the
Rotterdam Convention, which has provisions regarding delays in delivery. The Maritime Law (and the Hague
Rules) does not refer to the extent of the carrier’s liability for damages caused by willful misconduct or gross
negligence. The Hague Rules only consider two categories of compensable damages—loss (total loss) and
damage—while they remain silent on economic losses resulting from delays in timely delivery.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

The maritime transport sector plays a pivotal role in global trade, and the obligations and liabilities
of maritime carriers are governed by intricate legal frameworks. This research focuses on the
liabilities of maritime carriers concerning delays in the delivery of goods under Iranian maritime
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law, with specific reference to the Hague, Hamburg, and Rotterdam conventions. These conventions
form the backbone of international maritime law, each with distinct provisions that influence the
calculation criteria for damages. As outlined in the existing literature, the calculation criteria for
damages differ significantly among these conventions, which leads to varying standards for assessing
liabilities (Amiri, 1998; Mollmann, 2011).

In today’s fast-paced shipping environment, timely delivery of goods is paramount. When delays
occur, they can lead to substantial economic repercussions for stakeholders. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical method to explore the various dimensions of carrier liability, highlighting that
while the Hague Rules primarily address the loss and damage of goods, they are silent on economic
losses resulting from delays (Fujita, 2011). Conversely, the Rotterdam Rules provide a more
comprehensive framework, explicitly addressing delays in delivery and outlining the obligations of
the carrier in these circumstances. This divergence in approach emphasizes the necessity for an
informed understanding of the legal frameworks governing maritime transport, especially for
practitioners and stakeholders in the shipping industry.

The study reveals that the criteria for calculating damages in the Hague and Hamburg conventions
are considerably different from those established in the Rotterdam Rules. The Rotterdam Rules
stipulate that delays in delivery occur when goods are not delivered at the designated destination on
time, as defined in Article 21. Furthermore, the calculation of damages in cases of delay is restricted
to two and a half times the freight cost for delayed goods, ensuring that the compensation does not
exceed the total freight payable as per the transportation contract. This stipulation represents a
significant departure from previous conventions, which often lack such explicit guidelines regarding
the financial repercussions of delays.

Moreover, the Iranian Maritime Law does not clearly define the extent of a carrier's liability in cases
of delay, which further complicates the legal landscape for affected parties. In examining the
Hamburg Rules, it is noted that the carrier is liable for delays under certain conditions, while the
Rotterdam Rules provide a more structured approach to determining liability (Entessari, 1994). The
disparity between these frameworks can lead to confusion and inconsistency in the enforcement of
liability claims, which may adversely impact the operations of shipping companies and the rights of
cargo owners.

This research emphasizes the importance of harmonizing national laws with international
conventions to mitigate the legal ambiguities surrounding maritime carrier liabilities. A comparative
analysis of the conventions reveals that the Rotterdam Rules offer a more modern and nuanced
approach to handling delays in maritime transportation (Taghizadeh, 2020). By adopting these rules,
Iran can align its legal framework with global standards, ultimately enhancing the predictability and
reliability of maritime transport contracts. Additionally, improved clarity in liability definitions and
damage calculations can lead to greater stakeholder confidence in maritime operations.

In conclusion, the study advocates for a thorough reassessment of Iranian maritime law in light of
international conventions to ensure that the legal principles governing maritime transportation are
both transparent and equitable. By bridging the gaps between local regulations and global standards,
the shipping industry can better manage the complexities of carrier liability and deliver a more
consistent legal framework for all parties involved in maritime transport. The recommendations
include revising the existing maritime legislation to incorporate comprehensive guidelines on carrier
obligations, liability limitations, and compensation calculations to foster a more conducive
environment for international trade.
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