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ABSTRACT

The protection of the victimized complainant is the cornerstone of supportive (proactive) victimology. As one of the principal actors in the
criminal justice system, the victim can play a crucial role in the crime control process. The present study aims to examine and analyze the
desirability, applicability, and effectiveness of jurisprudentially foundational principles, rational deductions, and normatively ethical and
philosophically driven principles, as well as the extent to which these foundations are accepted in guaranteeing victims' rights and their
prominent supportive manifestations in preventing victimization within the framework of a victim-centered criminal policy. Additionally, the
study seeks to elucidate the structural dimensions of these influences, their coordination, and the model that can be presented for these
interconnections. The findings of this study, which employs a comparative and analytical approach using a descriptive-analytical method and
library-based data collection tools, indicate that the ultimate goal is to institutionalize a general inclination toward the implementation of new
legal rules and institutions, ensuring they do not become obsolete due to minimal negligence. Therefore, identifying the jurisprudential, religious,
and ethical foundations of laws, comparing and aligning them, and drawing inspiration from restorative justice principles facilitate the swift and
widely accepted implementation of such measures in the criminal process. This also serves as a basis for novel jurisprudential reasoning in
addressing real-life incidents, ensuring support for victims in accordance with justice. Accordingly, the role of the dynamic elements of
jurisprudence, which are developed based on scholarly research and juristic rulings—including independent rational principles (al-mustaqillat
al-‘aqliyyah), the broad applicability of the "no harm" rule (1a darar), and other victim-centered jurisprudential principles—demonstrates the
prominence and robustness of Islamic jurisprudence and ethical rules in the realm of victim-centeredness and Islamic victimology. This
approach underscores the significance of religious and legal frameworks in safeguarding the interests of victims, possessing the necessary
capacity to uphold rights and to adjust, transform, and eliminate the cycle of repeated victimization. Such an approach is essential for achieving
transformative and successful outcomes. The recent approach of Iran’s criminal laws, due to contemporary exigencies, entails effective and
substantial protective capacities for victims. The acceptance of this novel understanding has resulted in the realization of rights, the acquisition
of opportunities, and the introduction of new lenient criminal institutions, which have been reflected in the enhanced role and participation of
victims in criminal proceedings and their protection within the current Iranian criminal law framework. This shift, influenced by a paradigmatic
change in perspective, presents an improved legal framework compared to previous laws. In light of independent rational judgment, what is
embraced by the legal system should be preserved and reinforced, thereby manifesting the progressive transformation and approach of a
sagacious legislator.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Victim-centered criminal policy, as a significant approach in modern criminal justice systems,

focuses on recognizing the rights of victims and incorporating their participation in the justice
process. This policy necessitates the identification of victims and the provision of well-defined rights
within a multi-dimensional support framework, which the state must integrate into its legislative,
judicial, and executive orientations. Additionally, collaboration and engagement with civil society
are fundamental to this approach, ensuring comprehensive victim support at all levels (Research
Department of Law, 2015). Domestically, criminal policy has shifted towards victim-centered
approaches, distinguishing between culpable victims (e.g., Article 38, Paragraph P, and Article 50 of
the Islamic Penal Code) and non-culpable victims, who constitute the majority of direct crime
victims. In response to victimization conditions, legislation has criminalized specific behaviors under
newly established legal classifications. For instance, the enactment of the 1975 Law on the
Punishment of Failing to Assist Victims of Accidents and Life-Threatening Situations, as well as
Articles 80 (a) and (b) of the Sixth Five-Year Development Plan Law of 2016, illustrate the
legislature’s intent to support vulnerable individuals. Furthermore, the 2002 Law on the Protection
of Children and Adolescents, influenced by advocacy from non-governmental organizations, reflects
a growing concern for victim protection. In the realm of criminal procedure, Articles 6, 66, 70, and
71 of the 2014 Criminal Procedure Code emphasize victim-centered protections, classifying children,
women, the elderly, individuals with disabilities, and the mentally impaired as particularly
vulnerable victims (Saqian et al., 2021; Sayadi, 2018). This legislative approach marks a departure
from traditional offender-centered criminal policy, instead recognizing victim protection as an
independent objective within the justice system (Hosseini & Rostami Ghazani, 2017). Consequently,
the diversification of criminal policy strategies is evident, as contemporary legislation balances
offender accountability with victim participation. The increasing incorporation of restorative justice
principles within Iran’s criminal legislation reflects a paradigm shift, acknowledging the necessity of
victim engagement in legal processes. This approach mitigates harm and facilitates the reintegration
of offenders while ensuring that victim rights are safeguarded. Notably, mechanisms such as
mediation and settlement underscore the legislature’s effort to enhance victim involvement,
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ultimately fostering a rehabilitative and conciliatory justice framework (Afzali et al., 2021; Fallahi et
al., 2019).

The Islamic Penal Code, inspired by the foundational tenets of restorative justice and the principle
of minimal intervention, has embraced decriminalization strategies, seeking to eliminate
punishment (e.g., repentance, pardon, and exemption from punishment), mitigate penalties (e.g.,
judicial discretion, alternative sanctions, semi-liberty systems), or delay their enforcement (e.g.,
suspension of sentences, conditional release, and deferred judgments). The Criminal Procedure
Code, in alignment with restorative justice ideals, promotes alternative dispute resolution methods,
enabling victim participation through mediation and the involvement of non-governmental
organizations in prosecutorial processes (Davari, 2019; Ehsanpour & Hagqiqi, 2021). While these
provisions offer substantial advantages, some scholars critique the law’s limitations concerning the
statute of limitations for prosecuting pardonable offenses, the role of repentance, and the impact of
victim pardons prior to their death (Gholami, 2019; Gol Sanam Lo et al., 2023). The integration of
restorative justice in procedural law, aimed at offender rehabilitation, victim restitution, and social
harmony, manifests through provisions such as the suspension of prosecution, conditional
prosecution, delayed prosecution, cessation of investigations, case filing, judicial supervision, and
the abolition of mandatory pretrial detention (Jafari et al., 2022; Jazayeri, 2014). These measures
reflect the increasing shift toward a justice system that prioritizes victim participation and
rehabilitation over punitive responses. The 2020 Penal Code reform further institutionalized victim
involvement by expanding the scope of pardonable offenses, including specific theft and fraud cases,
thereby prioritizing victim compensation over state-imposed penalties (Jazayeri, 2021). Moreover,
the extension of prosecutorial discretion in deferring charges underscores the transition toward a
justice model that seeks equitable outcomes for both victims and offenders. By embedding victim-
centric provisions within the legal framework, Iranian criminal policy aligns with international
restorative justice norms while maintaining its commitment to Islamic jurisprudential foundations.

Iranian legal frameworks have increasingly emphasized the protection of Iranian victims abroad
through the passive personal jurisdiction principle, which aligns with restorative justice doctrines
and victimology advancements. Article 8 of the revised Islamic Penal Code exemplifies this shift by
allowing the prosecution of foreign nationals who commit crimes against Iranian citizens or the
Iranian state abroad, provided they are located or extradited to Iran. This provision, which marks a
significant departure from the traditional territoriality principle, ensures that victims of
transnational crimes receive legal recourse (Katouzian, 2004). In cases where perpetrators benefit
from diplomatic immunity, victim rights must still be upheld. Although the 1961 Vienna Convention
on Diplomatic Relations stipulates that perpetrators under diplomatic immunity must be prosecuted
in their home countries, victims retain the right to access legal recourse within the host state’s
judiciary and political institutions, such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The state of the victimized
individual must facilitate legal assistance, including appointing counsel and pursuing diplomatic
avenues to secure justice and compensation. Principles of good faith, fairness, and reciprocal
cooperation serve as fundamental guarantees in protecting victims’ rights in such contexts (Kazemi
& Chegini, 2021). Additionally, the 2014 Criminal Procedure Code has reinforced victim rights
through explicit provisions safeguarding access to justice, security, confidentiality, legal
representation, and psychological support (Mahmoudi et al., 2022). This legal framework enhances
procedural justice by providing victims with participatory mechanisms that prevent secondary
victimization. Unlike prior regulations, which predominantly focused on prosecution and
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punishment, the revised code rebalances criminal policy by integrating victim-centered guarantees
into all phases of criminal proceedings.

In addition to procedural rights, the penal system has embraced differential victim protection
mechanisms, incorporating stricter penalties for crimes committed against vulnerable victims.
Iranian criminal law has acknowledged the unique needs of such victims by intensifying penalties
for offenses committed against individuals with heightened susceptibility to harm. For example,
aggravating circumstances apply to kidnapping based on the victim’s age, as stipulated in Article 621
of the 1996 Penal Code. Similarly, Article 224(2) of the 2013 Penal Code prescribes severe penalties
for sexual offenses involving deception, coercion, or intimidation of minors (Mirkamali & Hajizadeh,
2019; Moghdisi et al., 2017). The law also presumes intentionality in crimes committed against
elderly, ill, or otherwise vulnerable victims, reinforcing the principle of enhanced victim protection.
In drug-related offenses, offenders who exploit minors or incapacitated individuals to commit crimes
face aggravated penalties, as outlined in Article 35 of the 2010 Anti-Narcotics Law. Moreover, legal
provisions concerning offenses such as defamation, economic exploitation, and child abuse
demonstrate the legislature’s commitment to preventing victimization through stringent legal
deterrents (Mohagheq Damad, 2021; Mohammadi, 2005). Despite these advancements, some scholars
argue that the burden of legal costs imposed on victims contradicts the principles of procedural
fairness and state responsibility. The imposition of financial obligations on victims, which hinders
access to justice, conflicts with established victimological theories that emphasize state responsibility

in ensuring victim restitution and support (Mossadegh, 2021; Mousavi Fard et al., 2022).

One of the most notable developments in Iranian criminal policy has been the formal recognition of
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in victim support mechanisms. Article 66 of the 2014
Criminal Procedure Code permits NGOs with mandates related to child protection, women’s rights,
environmental advocacy, and civil liberties to report crimes and participate in judicial proceedings.
The recognition of NGOs as stakeholders in the justice process highlights the shift toward
participatory criminal policy, fostering broader social engagement in victim advocacy. However,
existing limitations—such as the absence of standardized evaluation criteria for NGOs, judicial
reluctance to incorporate their findings, and the lack of institutionalized collaboration between
NGOs and the media—have hindered the full realization of this policy (Shukrian Kokunde & Qudsi,
2021). Addressing these challenges requires structural reforms to integrate civil society organizations
more effectively into the legal framework. Furthermore, the role of law enforcement agencies in
victim support has become increasingly prominent, necessitating a shift from punitive policing
strategies to community-based policing. Law enforcement’s ability to implement restorative justice
programs depends on fostering trust among victims, adopting dignity-centered policing practices,
and promoting crime prevention initiatives. By shifting toward a community-oriented policing
model, law enforcement agencies can contribute to victim protection while reinforcing the principles
of restorative justice (Moghdisi et al., 2017).

In conclusion, victim-centered criminal policy in Iran has undergone significant transformation,
integrating restorative justice principles and enhancing legal protections for victims. Legislative
reforms have expanded victim rights, facilitated victim participation in criminal proceedings, and
strengthened legal safeguards against secondary victimization. The increasing role of civil society in
victim advocacy and the institutionalization of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms
demonstrate the evolving nature of victim-centered criminal justice. Despite these advancements,
challenges remain in the implementation and enforcement of victim rights, necessitating ongoing

AR




auilyd o Ol B> 55 By § SIS RS 53 5 b o 2l oo 9 (52955 yu

legal and institutional reforms. As the criminal justice system continues to evolve, the integration of
comprehensive victim support structures will be essential in ensuring equitable and rehabilitative
justice outcomes.
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