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ABSTRACT

In today’s world, individuals with fame and reputation frequently leverage their fame as a valuable commodity to
obtain financial benefits. This typically occurs through the exploitation by suppliers of goods and services, using the
names, images, voices, or videos of these individuals. Although the right to benefit from an individual’s fame is

widely recognized across the world, there remains no consensus regarding its legal nature. Some legal experts view
it as a purely financial right and emphasize its commercial essence. Conversely, another school of thought classifies
it under personality-related rights and rejects the financial perspective on it. Given these differing views, the
fundamental question arises: where does this right fall in the dichotomy of property rights versus personality rights?
Our hypothesis in this article is that both aspects of fame should be considered, and neither should be overlooked,
as neither can be questioned or denied. There is no room to doubt the interconnection between personality and the
identity of a famous individual, nor can the financial benefits of fame in today’s world be ignored. Therefore, taking
both aspects into account and considering the financial impacts of the right, it is necessary to address the
requirements related to personality rights.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The evolution of legal frameworks in relation to the right to fame, also known as the right of publicity,
has gained significant attention globally due to the commercialization of personal identity markers
like name, image, and voice. In many jurisdictions, these elements are treated not only as economic
assets but also as fundamental components of an individual's personality rights. This dual nature has
sparked debates among legal scholars, who have yet to reach a consensus on whether the right to
fame should be primarily considered a property right or a personality right (Bergmann, 1999; Safaee,
2018).
In the Iranian context, the legal discourse surrounding the right to fame is heavily influenced by both
Islamic jurisprudence and comparative international law. Historically, Iranian law has borrowed
concepts from Western jurisdictions, leading to a hybrid system that recognizes both the economic
and personal aspects of fame. As articulated by Jafari Tabar (2009), the Iranian legal tradition seeks
to balance individual rights with societal interests. This balance is evident in cases where the
financial exploitation of a celebrity’s image has been regulated to ensure that the benefits are
equitably distributed, especially when it involves heirs or creditors (Jafari Tabar, 2009).
Legal systems in the United States provide a well-established example of the commercial treatment
of fame, where individuals can explicitly control the commercial use of their identity markers. For
instance, violations involving unauthorized use of a celebrity's image have often resulted in
substantial financial compensation, reinforcing the economic value of fame (Gervais & Klink, 2003).
American courts have emphasized contractual freedom under property law, thereby legitimizing the
monetization and transferability of the right of fame. Conversely, European legal systems,
particularly in Germany and France, tend to emphasize the protection of an individual's personality
rights, often relying on human rights frameworks to prevent unauthorized commercial exploitation
(Bertrand, 1999).
The Iranian perspective on fame and its legal implications reflects this dichotomy but has unique
cultural and religious considerations. The right to fame in Iran is often associated with moral and
ethical obligations that cannot be entirely waived or transferred, even for economic gain. As Safaee
(2018) highlights, Iranian law classifies rights into transferable and non-transferable categories, with
fame occupying a contested space between them (Safaee, 2018). However, Mirshakari and Maleki
(2021) argue for the need to modernize these laws, suggesting that the economic realities of fame
should not be neglected, especially as celebrities increasingly leverage their identities for commercial
endorsements (Mirshakari & Maleki, 2021).
Another critical issue discussed in the literature is the impact of fame on public welfare and consumer
protection. The use of celebrity endorsements in advertising, as described by Esmailpour et al.
(2017), has a direct influence on consumer behavior. This phenomenon raises ethical concerns, as
misleading endorsements can result in public deception. Consequently, Tajik Esmaeili and Moradi
(2018) have called for stricter regulations to prevent the manipulation of consumer trust through
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unauthorized or misleading use of a celebrity's fame (Esmailpour et al., 2017). Iranian law, which
emphasizes the protection of consumer rights, has provisions aimed at curbing such practices but
struggles with enforcement due to the lack of a cohesive legal framework that fully integrates modern
advertising practices (Mahmoudi Meymand & Khosrow Abadi, 2017).

Comparatively, the Iranian legal approach to fame can be described as an evolving field that seeks to
incorporate both global best practices and local legal traditions. As Abdolvand and Imam Hossein
Zadeh (2014) point out, the globalization of media and the rise of digital platforms have made it
imperative for Iranian lawmakers to address fame as a commodity while safeguarding individual
dignity (Abdolvand & Imam Hossein Zadeh, 2014). This dual requirement has led to proposals for
legislative reforms that account for the economic and ethical dimensions of fame, ensuring that
Iranian celebrities are not at a disadvantage in a globalized economy (Rowlands, 2019).

In conclusion, the right to fame in the Iranian legal system exemplifies the broader global debate
between commercial and personal rights. A balanced approach that respects both aspects is essential
for a just and equitable legal framework. While economic considerations are undeniably important
in today’s market-driven society, the ethical dimensions of fame must also be addressed to prevent
exploitation and protect the human dignity of individuals. Future research and legislative initiatives
should aim to harmonize these conflicting interests, drawing lessons from both Western and Islamic
legal traditions to create a robust and adaptive legal system that reflects the complexities of fame in
the modern world.
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