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ABSTRACT
This study aims to investigate and analyze the structure and jurisdiction of disciplinary bodies

responsible for addressing student violations in Iranian universities. This qualitative research utilized a
literature review to collect data. The resources used include books, academic articles, disciplinary
regulations, and relevant laws from the Iranian higher education system. Data analysis was conducted
based on theoretical saturation, and the gathered information was examined using content analysis
methods. The findings reveal that the current structure of disciplinary bodies dealing with student
violations faces multiple issues, including a lack of transparency in jurisdiction, insufficient independent
oversight, and unfair practices. Additionally, academic and financial violations by students are among
the most critical areas that require revisions and updates in disciplinary regulations. The existing
weaknesses in this system have resulted in diminished trust among students toward these bodies. The
study highlights the necessity of reforming the structure and enhancing the jurisdiction of student
disciplinary bodies. Establishing independent oversight mechanisms, clarifying jurisdiction, and revising
disciplinary regulations can improve the performance of these bodies and promote fairness in handling
student violations. Furthermore, continuous training for disciplinary committee members and a focus on
addressing academic and financial violations should be prioritized.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The governance of student disciplinary violations in universities plays a critical role in maintaining

academic integrity and ensuring that students uphold the institution's code of conduct. However, in
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Iran, the current structure and jurisdiction of disciplinary bodies responsible for handling student
violations face significant challenges. These challenges stem from a lack of transparency, inadequate
oversight, and ambiguities in jurisdiction. This study aims to critically analyze the existing structure
of student disciplinary bodies in Iranian universities to identify the underlying problems and suggest
potential improvements. Previous studies, such as those conducted by Babaei & Gholami (2012),
have highlighted various flaws in disciplinary regulations, particularly in terms of fairness and
transparency. In this regard, the need for reforms has become increasingly apparent. This study aims
to investigate and analyze the structure and jurisdiction of disciplinary bodies responsible for
addressing student violations in Iranian universities (Babaei & Gholami, 2012). The primary objective
is to identify challenges, weaknesses, and shortcomings in the current system and propose
suggestions for improving the performance of these bodies.

This qualitative study was conducted through an extensive literature review, focusing on existing
academic works, legal documents, and university regulations concerning student disciplinary
violations in Iran. The literature review method was chosen due to its ability to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the theoretical and legal framework underpinning the disciplinary
system. The analysis was grounded in theoretical saturation, allowing for the examination of a wide
range of sources until no new themes or insights emerged. Key sources include foundational legal
texts (Emami & Estavar Sangari, 2013) and research on the procedural aspects of disciplinary
proceedings in universities (Khosravi, 2019). This approach ensured a thorough exploration of the
structure and functioning of disciplinary bodies, offering insights into their limitations and strengths.

The findings of this study suggest that the current system governing student disciplinary violations
in Iranian universities suffers from multiple structural and procedural deficiencies. One of the
primary issues is the lack of transparency in how these bodies exercise their authority. As noted by
Azizi (2013), the absence of clear and consistent criteria for handling violations leads to arbitrary
decisions, which erodes students' trust in the system (Azizi, 2013). Moreover, there is a significant
overlap in the roles of disciplinary bodies and administrative authorities, leading to conflicts of
interest and further complicating the decision-making process (Babaei & Davar, 2012). This overlap,
in turn, weakens the impartiality of disciplinary proceedings.

Another critical finding is the insufficient oversight of disciplinary bodies. Khosravi (2019)
emphasized that independent supervision is necessary to ensure fair and just outcomes in
disciplinary cases. However, in many universities, disciplinary bodies operate without meaningful
external review, leaving room for biased or uninformed decisions. The lack of independent oversight
also means that students have limited recourse if they feel that their cases have been mishandled.
This structural flaw, combined with inadequate training of committee members, contributes to the
inefficiency and perceived unfairness of the disciplinary system (Khosravi, 2019).

The findings of this study align with previous research highlighting the need for reforms in the
structure and functioning of student disciplinary bodies. For instance, Khosravi (2019) argues that
the absence of clear guidelines and transparent processes for handling violations leads to
inconsistent and sometimes unjust outcomes (Khosravi, 2019). This is corroborated by Babaei &
Gholami (2012), who noted that many disciplinary bodies lack the expertise and legal grounding
required to make informed decisions (Babaei & Gholami, 2012). The current study reinforces these
observations, demonstrating that without proper oversight and well-defined procedures,

disciplinary bodies cannot effectively uphold academic standards or protect students' rights.
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Additionally, this study highlights the growing concern around academic misconduct, such as
plagiarism and exam cheating, which have become increasingly prevalent in Iranian universities
(Sadeghi Moghaddam & Mirzadeh, 2016a, 2016b). While academic dishonesty is a global issue, the
lack of robust mechanisms to address these violations in Iran exacerbates the problem. The findings
suggest that revisions to the existing disciplinary codes are necessary to better address academic
misconduct. Such revisions should include clearer definitions of academic offenses and stricter
penalties to deter students from engaging in dishonest behaviors. As Fathi (2013) suggests, an
effective disciplinary system must not only punish violations but also cultivate an environment of
academic integrity (Fathi, 2013).

In addition to academic misconduct, financial violations, such as the misuse of university resources,
represent another area of concern that is often overlooked in disciplinary proceedings (Bagheri &
Barzegar, 2020). This study found that many disciplinary bodies do not have the jurisdiction or
expertise to handle cases involving financial misconduct. Consequently, these violations often go
unaddressed, further undermining the credibility of the disciplinary system. The findings point to
the need for expanding the jurisdiction of disciplinary bodies to include financial misconduct and
ensuring that committee members receive adequate training in financial oversight.

The study concludes that the current structure and jurisdiction of student disciplinary bodies in
Iranian universities are inadequate for addressing the full range of student violations. The lack of
transparency, insufficient oversight, and the absence of clear guidelines for handling academic and
financial misconduct contribute to the inefficiency of these bodies. To address these issues, it is
essential to implement reforms aimed at clarifying the roles and responsibilities of disciplinary
bodies, establishing independent oversight mechanisms, and revising the current disciplinary codes
to account for the complexities of modern student violations (Emami & Mousavi, 2004). Furthermore,
training programs should be developed to equip disciplinary committee members with the legal and
procedural knowledge necessary to make informed decisions.

In line with previous studies (Azizi, 2013; Khosravi, 2019), this research underscores the importance
of ensuring that disciplinary proceedings are fair, transparent, and aligned with the principles of
justice. By implementing these reforms, universities in Iran can create a more robust and equitable
system for managing student disciplinary violations, thereby fostering a culture of accountability and
academic integrity. As higher education continues to evolve, it is crucial that disciplinary bodies keep

pace with the changing needs of the student population and the broader academic community.
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