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ABSTRACT

The right to education for children has been emphasized in international documents. However, violations
and challenges surrounding this right are significant issues that need to be elucidated and analyzed.
Therefore, the aim of the present article is to examine the question: What are the violations and
challenges to the right to education for children in light of the requirements of international documents?
This article is descriptive-analytical and uses a library research method to address the stated question.
Discrimination, violation of the right to awareness, violation of the right to development, violation of
educational equality, and violations of the human rights foundations of the right to education are
instances of the violation of children’s right to education in light of the requirements of international
documents. Structural shortcomings in the education system, lack of attention to and allocation of
sufficient budgets and resources for education, failure to refine educational laws and higher-level
documents in the field of the country’s comprehensive education system, lack of cooperation,
coordination, and absence of an executive agreement between the Ministry of Education and supportive
organizations to meet international requirements are challenges facing the right to education for children
in Iran. Strategies for ensuring the right to education for children in Iran, in alignment with international
documents, to overcome the harms and challenges of international requirements, include the refinement
of higher-level documents and educational laws, structural reforms in the education system, revisions to
the national budget law in terms of prioritization, redefining educational concepts in relation to
indigenous, religious, cultural, and human rights frameworks within the framework of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation, and drafting independent documents in this regard.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The right to education for children, while emphasized in international human rights documents,

often faces significant violations and challenges that warrant thorough examination and analysis
(Niavarani, 2010). This right is categorized under cultural human rights and serves as a foundational
element for human understanding and the realization of other spiritual rights, such as freedom of
thought, expression, and religion. The Iranian education system, in light of international standards,
encounters various legal, cultural, and structural obstacles that not only create legal conflicts but also
undermine Iran's international reputation (Hojaji Najafabadi & Papa, 2019).

One primary violation of the right to education is discrimination, which remains a critical issue
addressed in numerous international treaties aimed at its eradication. Education must be accessible
to all, especially vulnerable groups, without any prohibited basis for discrimination. Despite legal
commitments, disparities persist in access to quality education, adequate infrastructure, and trained
educators, particularly in Iran. Discriminatory practices are further exacerbated by cultural and
religious impediments that prevent equitable educational opportunities for all children, notably
girls, in various regions (Qezelbash, 2020).
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Another significant violation is the infringement of the right to awareness, which is intrinsically
linked to the right to education. Awareness encompasses both the freedom to seek information and
the right to access information, which are essential for informed participation in society. Inadequate
educational provisions hinder the ability of individuals to obtain necessary information, thereby
impeding their capacity to exercise other rights such as political participation and personal
development. This relationship underscores the interdependence of education and awareness in
fostering a well-informed and empowered populace (Falsafi, 2016).

The right to development is also compromised within the Iranian context, where educational policies
often fail to align with international development standards. The lack of comprehensive structural
reforms, insufficient budget allocation, and outdated educational laws impede the holistic
development of individuals and society. These shortcomings not only stifle personal growth but also
hinder the nation's progress towards achieving sustainable development goals, thereby creating a
cycle of underdevelopment and limited educational attainment (Zarneshan et al., 2023).
Educational equality remains a persistent challenge, as evidenced by the unequal distribution of
educational resources and opportunities across different demographic groups in Iran. While Islamic
teachings advocate for equal access to education regardless of socioeconomic status, practical
implementation falls short due to systemic biases and inadequate support for marginalized
communities. Historical precedents demonstrate that educational institutions often exclude
disadvantaged groups, perpetuating cycles of poverty and limiting social mobility (Darikvand, 2022).
To address these multifaceted challenges, the article proposes several strategies aligned with
international documents. These include revising higher-level educational laws, implementing
structural reforms in the education system, prioritizing budget allocations for education, redefining
educational concepts to reflect indigenous, religious, cultural, and human rights frameworks, and
developing independent educational documents. Such measures aim to eliminate barriers to
education, promote equality, and ensure that the right to education is fully realized for all children
in Iran, thereby enhancing both individual and societal well-being (Kashi Komijani & Rajai, 2024).
In conclusion, the right to education is a fundamental human right that carries immense importance,
particularly in the context of children’s development. It is crucial not only for individual growth but
also for the realization of other civil, political, and cultural rights. The challenges surrounding this
right are manifold, ranging from legal, cultural, and religious conflicts to structural problems within
the education system. In Iran, as in many countries, international human rights standards require
governments to ensure that education is accessible, equitable, and free for all children, but numerous
barriers hinder this goal. These barriers include discrimination in access to education, gender-based
disparities, and insufficient infrastructure and resources. Additionally, the interplay between the
right to education and other rights, such as the right to information, further complicates the
situation. Addressing these challenges requires not only compliance with international standards but
also the development of effective policies that prioritize education in a manner that aligns with both
national values and global human rights frameworks. Ultimately, ensuring the right to education
requires an integrated approach that includes legal reforms, increased investment in education
infrastructure, and addressing cultural norms that impede access. Without such efforts, the potential
for achieving sustainable development and social equity remains compromised.
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