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ABSTRACT

The theory of Tasdeed of the Imam (PBUH) in the Sheikhieh school, which is one of the intellectual schools in our
contemporary history—particularly in the Karim Khanieh branch—has been discussed extensively. The
methodology of this research is descriptive-analytical. The Sheikhieh school was founded by Sheikh Ahmad Ahsaei,
who presented unique interpretations of Shi'a teachings, especially in theological and philosophical issues. His
views faced opposition from prominent contemporary jurists of the Imamiyyah school. The scholars of the
Sheikhieh school, particularly Seyyed Kazem Rashti, the successor of Sheikh Ahmad Ahsaei, and subsequently
Mohammad Karim Khan Kermani, Seyyed Kazem Rashti's student to whom the Karim Khanieh branch is
attributed, endeavored to elaborate on Sheikh Ahmad Ahsaei's theories. The theory of Tasdeed of the Imam
(PBUH), which is primarily discussed within jurisprudential and fundamental principles, is rooted in the theological
and philosophical foundations of the Sheikhieh school. It is considered a distinctive theory, as Sheikhieh scholars,
especially Haj Mohammad Karim Khan Kermani, have elaborated upon it. The scholars of Sheikhieh, through
presenting this theory, sought to establish that the Imam of the Age (AJ), as the manifestation of divine names and
attributes and the possessor of both legislative and existential authority (Wilayah Takwiniyah and Wilayah
Tashri’iyah), exercises influence over the realms of existence and divinity. Through the Tasdeed and affirmation of
the Imam (PBUH), traditions and hadiths are preserved, enabling jurists to attain certain and definitive religious
knowledge (Ilm Shar'"), while absolute conjecture (Zann) is devoid of validity. Therefore, jurisprudential rulings
are regarded as definitive, with true jurists always being subject to the Tasdeed and endorsement of the Imam
(PBUH). However, given the theological disagreements between the Imamiyyah jurists and Sheikhieh scholars, the
concept of the Tasdeed of Sheikhieh jurists by the Imam of the Age (AJ) is not accepted by the Imamiyyah jurists.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

The Sheikhieh Karim Khanieh school represents a distinctive intellectual tradition within
contemporary Shi'a thought, deeply rooted in the teachings of Sheikh Ahmad Ahsaei and his
successors, such as Seyyed Kazem Rashti and Mohammad Karim Khan Kermani. This article delves
into the theological and jurisprudential dimensions of the theory of Tasdeed (affirmation) by the
Imam (PBUH), a concept unique to Sheikhieh scholarship. Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology, the research examines this theory's foundational premises, its evolution, and its
implications for Islamic jurisprudence and theology, particularly concerning the concepts of divine
authority and the legitimacy of religious rulings.

The Sheikhieh school, founded by Sheikh Ahmad Ahsaei (Ebrahimi, 1971), diverged from mainstream
Imamiyyah jurisprudence through its distinct theological interpretations. Ahsaei claimed that much
of his knowledge was derived through divine inspiration and spiritual visions (Ebrahimi). This
divergence became particularly pronounced under Seyyed Kazem Rashti and Mohammad Karim
Khan Kermani, who expanded on Ahsaei’s philosophical and jurisprudential ideas. Among these was
the theory of Tasdeed, which asserts that the Imam (PBUH), as the possessor of Wilayah Takwiniyah
and Wilayah Tashri’iyah, ensures the authenticity of transmitted religious knowledge and guides
jurists toward certainty (Ilm Shar'i) (Kermani, 2015, 2016). This paper seeks to explore the
foundations, development, and challenges of this theory within the broader context of Islamic
thought.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on primary texts authored by
Sheikhieh scholars such as Risalat al-Tasdeed and Ilm al-Yaqeen, particularly those by Mohammad
Karim Khan Kermani (Kermani, 1975). It also draws on earlier works by Seyyed Kazem Rashti, who
initially articulated the theory in response to contemporary theological challenges (Rashti, 2011a).
Secondary sources, including critical analyses from Imamiyyah scholars, were consulted to
contextualize the theological divergence and provide a comparative lens (Kermani, 2016).

The theory of Tasdeed posits that the Imam of the Age (AJ) ensures the preservation of authentic
traditions and hadiths, enabling jurists to derive rulings with certainty. It challenges the validity of
conjecture (Zann) in jurisprudence, contrasting sharply with the Imamiyyah view, which permits
reliance on Zann when definitive evidence is unavailable (Ebrahimi; Ebrahimi, 1983; Kermani, 2015,
2016). Mohammad Karim Khan Kermani argued that without the Imam's Tasdeed, religious rulings
would lack the divine endorsement required to achieve certainty, rendering jurisprudence
speculative and unreliable. This theory also highlights the Imam's role as the guardian of religious
authenticity and the upholder of divine justice (Kermani, 2015, 2016).

The theological underpinnings of Tasdeed are deeply embedded in the Sheikhieh worldview, which
emphasizes the Imam's existential authority. This authority ensures that divine guidance remains
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accessible to jurists through the Imam’s affirmation of traditions and jurisprudential rulings
(Kermani, 2015, 2016). Sheikhieh scholars cite Quranic verses, such as Al-Hajj verse 52, to argue that
the Imam prevents distortions and ensures the purity of divine revelations (Kermani, 2015). This
theory, however, has been criticized by mainstream Imamiyyah scholars, who argue that it
overextends the Imam’s role and challenges established principles of jurisprudence, including the
legitimacy of ijtihad based on Zann (Kermani, 2016).

The theory of Tasdeed highlights the Sheikhieh Karim Khanieh school’s distinctive approach to the
interplay between theology and jurisprudence. It challenges the epistemological basis of mainstream
Shi'a jurisprudence by emphasizing the necessity of the Imam's divine affirmation. While the theory
offers a unique perspective on Islamic governance and legal certainty, it has sparked significant
theological and jurisprudential debates. These debates underscore the enduring diversity within
Shi'a thought and its capacity for innovation.
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