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ABSTRACT
The prevention of child victimization in cyberspace is the subject addressed in this article. The

issue of crime prevention has permeated all levels of society, and one of the most significant
areas is crime prevention in cyberspace. Traditionally, prevention has been divided into
situational and social categories. Both models of prevention may be applicable to child
victimization in cyberspace. Since threats in the virtual space lead many children astray and can
be considered one of the most significant factors endangering their individual and social well-
being, we first examine the risk factors and then discuss situational methods for preventing child
victimization in cyberspace.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The rapid expansion of digital spaces has brought significant challenges, especially concerning child
safety. One such critical area is the prevention of child victimization in cyber sexual crimes, a domain
which demands both a sociological and criminological approach. Numerous studies emphasize the
vulnerabilities children face in cyberspace, where conventional protective boundaries are no longer
applicable (Ameli, 2016). This paper examines the factors leading to child victimization in cyberspace
and explores preventive approaches, specifically situational crime prevention and social prevention,
to mitigate these risks. The insights presented aim to guide both policymakers and caregivers in
designing robust frameworks that protect children from becoming victims in an increasingly
digitized world.
Digital advancements have transformed communication and lifestyle, presenting unique
opportunities and complex dangers, particularly in child exploitation (Razavi, 2020). The risk of child
victimization is compounded by factors such as early exposure to technology and insufficient
monitoring by adults (Rabiei & Shaghasemi, 2016; Razavi, 2020). Research has demonstrated that
prevention efforts must be multifaceted, combining legal measures with social and educational
interventions. For example, Abed Khurasani (2020) discusses the psychological and social impacts
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of digital victimization on children, highlighting the need for structured preventive mechanisms that
address both cyber settings and physical environments where children may be at risk (Abed
Khurasani, 2020).

In response to these risks, situational prevention measures have gained prominence. Situational
prevention focuses on reducing opportunities for crime by modifying environmental factors, a
strategy that has shown success in urban settings but faces unique challenges in cyberspace.
According to Mirzaei (2015), situational crime prevention has been adapted for online use, where
digital barriers, such as content monitoring systems and alert mechanisms, work to reduce children’s
exposure to harmful content. While these methods can decrease immediate risks, they are limited by
the adaptability of online offenders who frequently find new ways to circumvent these measures,
indicating the need for continuous updates and rigorous oversight (Mirzaei, 2015).

Moreover, the role of education and social prevention is increasingly recognized as vital for long-
term solutions. Social prevention involves equipping children with the knowledge and skills
necessary to navigate digital spaces safely. This approach emphasizes the importance of family and
peer influence, with studies indicating that children educated in cyber safety within supportive
networks are less likely to become victims (Mahdavi, 2021). Besharat and Shamsipour (2019) argue
that early education programs that engage both families and schools are essential for building a
child’s resilience to online dangers, as these initiatives promote safe behavior through structured
awareness programs that reach children at critical developmental stages (Besharat & Shamsipour,
2019).

The integration of legal frameworks with technological advancements is also crucial. As highlighted
by Carey and Sanders (2019), laws addressing child protection in cyberspace require constant
evolution to meet the challenges posed by digital crimes. Countries such as the UK have developed
stringent laws that criminalize the distribution and creation of exploitative content involving minors,
setting a precedent for other nations (Carey & Sanders, 2019). These laws, when enforced alongside
technological tools, act as strong deterrents; however, the enforcement effectiveness depends on
international cooperation and consistency in legal standards (Seyyed Isfahani, 2011). Collaborative
efforts, such as global task forces, play a significant role in combating cross-border cybercrimes
against children, a necessity emphasized in cases of international trafficking and exploitation
documented by Noori (2020) (Noori, 2020).

In conclusion, preventing child victimization in cyberspace requires a multi-layered approach. The
combination of situational and social preventive measures, supported by evolving legal frameworks
and international cooperation, offers a holistic pathway to protect children in digital environments.
Future research should focus on improving these integrated approaches by assessing their
effectiveness and adaptability in real-time scenarios. By building upon existing frameworks and
fostering a proactive, informed community, society can significantly reduce the risks associated with
child victimization online, fulfilling a crucial need in the digital age.
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