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ABSTRACT

Victimization surveys are one of the methods to uncover the dark figure of crime. For crimes
with identifiable victims, these surveys are conducted annually, or semi-annually for certain
types of crime, as public surveys. Accurate crime statistics are essential for informed
policymaking to prevent criminal behavior. However, these surveys have yet to be implemented
in Iran, and crime prevention policies are primarily based on police and judicial statistics, which,
for various reasons, fail to reflect the true criminal realities of society. On the other hand,
adopting Western models of victimization surveys does not yield the desired data due to cultural
differences in survey responses and varying social attitudes toward research projects. This paper
aims to propose solutions for localizing victimization surveys to align with the cultural and
religious factors prevalent in Iranian society. The research methodology is descriptive and
analytical. Data collection is based on the experiences of leading countries in implementing such
surveys and the researcher’s own experiences in conducting victimization surveys. Localization
of victimization surveys should respect the religious beliefs of the population, safeguard
individual privacy, and take into account the cultural nuances of indirect communication and
Eastern modesty. Surveyors must also receive proper training on how to approach members of
society effectively.

Keywords: victim-centered surveys, victimization surveys, localization, dark figure of crime, crime
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The prevalence of underreported crimes, often referred to as the dark figure of crime, poses
significant challenges for policymakers and criminal justice systems worldwide. Victimization
surveys have emerged as essential tools for uncovering these hidden crimes, providing a more
accurate depiction of crime rates compared to official police and judicial statistics. Despite their
effectiveness, such surveys remain underutilized in Iran, where criminal justice policies rely heavily
on official data, often plagued by inaccuracies due to underreporting, fear of retaliation, and socio-
cultural factors. This study addresses the urgent need to localize victimization surveys in Iran to
ensure their compatibility with the country’s unique cultural, religious, and social contexts.
Victimization surveys, as globally recognized research instruments, aim to bridge the gap between
reported crimes and actual incidents of victimization. Their theoretical foundation lies in
criminology and victimology, emphasizing the role of social and cultural factors in influencing
reporting behaviors. In Western countries, victimization surveys are designed to capture
straightforward responses; however, the cultural nuances of Eastern societies, including Iran,
necessitate adaptations. The study highlights that the Iranian culture of indirect communication,
collectivism, and religious sensitivities shapes individuals' willingness to disclose personal
experiences of victimization (United Nations, 2010).
The research reveals several critical insights:

1. Cultural Barriers: Direct questioning, common in Western surveys, often fails in Iran due to
the culturally ingrained preference for indirect communication. For example, using terms like
"sexual harassment" might deter participation, whereas culturally adapted phrases such as
"improper behavior" yield higher response rates (Pishqadam, 2014).
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2. Religious Sensitivities: Questions perceived as intrusive or misaligned with religious norms
hinder participants' willingness to respond truthfully. Adapting the language to align with
Islamic values while maintaining the survey’s scientific integrity is essential.

3. Trust Deficit: A significant proportion of respondents expressed skepticism about the
confidentiality of surveys, fearing potential misuse of their data by authorities. This distrust
necessitates clear communication of the survey's objectives and guarantees of anonymity.

4. Gender Dynamics: In sensitive topics such as domestic violence or sexual crimes, participants
are more likely to respond truthfully when the interviewer is of the same gender. Female
interviewers were particularly effective in engaging women on sensitive issues.

Localization of victimization surveys involves more than translating questionnaires—it requires
tailoring the entire survey process to the socio-cultural fabric of the society. For instance, the use of
digital platforms for surveys, as popularized in the West, is less viable in Iran due to unequal access
to technology and concerns about data security. Face-to-face interviews, albeit resource-intensive,
offer a more culturally appropriate alternative if conducted with sensitivity and discretion.
Furthermore, the collectivist orientation of Iranian society underscores the need to account for
family and community dynamics in survey responses. Respondents often weigh their answers against
potential implications for their families, which can lead to underreporting. Addressing this requires
incorporating culturally nuanced training for interviewers, ensuring they approach respondents with
empathy and respect.

The study advocates for the following measures to enhance the effectiveness of victimization surveys
in Iran:

1. Cultural Training for Surveyors: Training programs should focus on equipping interviewers
with skills to navigate cultural sensitivities and foster trust with respondents.

2. Context-Sensitive Questionnaires: Questionnaires must avoid legalistic or confrontational
language, opting instead for terminology that resonates with the lived experiences of
respondents.

3. Anonymity Assurance: Survey designs should prioritize anonymity and include mechanisms
to reassure participants about the confidentiality of their responses.

4. Pilot Testing: Pilot surveys in diverse regions of Iran can help refine the methodology and
identify region-specific challenges.

5. Community Engagement: Involving local leaders and organizations in promoting the survey
can enhance participation rates and reduce skepticism.

6. Conclusion

This study underscores the critical role of localized victimization surveys in addressing the dark
figure of crime in Iran. By adapting international methodologies to align with Iran's cultural and
religious context, policymakers can gain a more accurate understanding of crime rates and develop
targeted interventions. This approach not only enhances the reliability of crime statistics but also
strengthens public trust in the criminal justice system.

Through a culturally informed strategy, victimization surveys have the potential to transform crime
prevention efforts in Iran, aligning them with global best practices while respecting local norms and
values.
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