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ABSTRACT

One of the most significant measures adopted by the Iranian legislature regarding accidents arising from hard and
hazardous occupations that lead to workers’ death is the granting of pension rights to their survivors. Survivors’
pension constitutes a form of social inheritance that differs from civil inheritance. The survivors referred to in
Articles 81 and 82 of the Social Security Law of Iran include the permanent spouse, children, parents, and the
dependent husband of the insured person, each of whom, subject to specific conditions, is entitled to receive the
pension arising from the death of the deceased insured individual. Consequently, survivors’ pension is regarded as
one of the forms of social security protection and benefits provided for derivative insured persons. According to
Clause 1 of Article 2 of the Social Security Law of Iran, an insured person is an individual who is directly subject to
social security regulations and, through the payment of insurance contributions, becomes entitled to the benefits
stipulated under this law. The present article adopts a descriptive—analytical method. It seeks to answer the
following question: in cases where a worker dies as a result of hard and hazardous working conditions, what
punishments and enforcement mechanisms are provided under Iranian law for the employer? It appears that
accidents leading to death as a result of the employer’s fault may also assume a criminal dimension, and damages
arising from work are subject to both criminal and civil sanctions. The objective of this article is to examine the
criminal liability of employers in accidents resulting from hard and hazardous occupations, as well as the
enforcement mechanisms available under Iranian law for the protection and vindication of the rights of workers
engaged in such occupations.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The present study examines the public-law regime governing hard and hazardous occupations and
the legal consequences of death resulting from such employment, with particular emphasis on the
responsibility of employers, the compensatory function of blood money, and the social-security
protection of survivors. Before the Islamic Revolution in Iran, bodily injury compensation was
largely analyzed through the distinction between financial and non-financial damages, and legal
scholars and courts had developed a relatively familiar framework for assessing such losses.
However, after the renewed orientation toward Islamic jurisprudence and the constitutional
requirement that laws conform to religious standards, especially through the enactment of the
Islamic Penal Code and its section on blood money, the legal system of bodily injury compensation
underwent fundamental changes. This transformation created a complex legal situation in which
parallel legal rules approached bodily harm from different normative foundations. On the one hand,
civil-liability logic required full reparation of material and moral losses; on the other hand,
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jurisprudential concepts such as diyah and arsh introduced fixed or semi-fixed forms of
compensation that did not necessarily correspond to modern categories of economic and non-
economic loss. This duality generated significant uncertainty regarding the nature of diyah, whether
it should be understood as a criminal sanction, civil compensation, or a hybrid legal institution, and
whether damages exceeding diyah, such as medical expenses, loss of earning capacity, occupational
disability, and moral damages suffered by relatives, may be independently claimed (Babaei, 2010;
Katouzian, 2021).

The conceptual foundation of the study rests on the meanings of right, death, social security, and
survivorship benefits. In legal discourse, “right” is associated with a legally protected claim,
entitlement, or normative position, while in linguistic and philosophical usage it may refer to what
is fixed, valid, real, or obligatory (Dehkhoda, 2006). In classical terminology, the concept of right also
carries metaphysical and epistemological meanings, including conformity with reality or absolute
truth (al-Tahanawi, 1996; al-Turayhi, 1983). Death, by contrast, is treated in medical and biological
terms as the irreversible cessation of vital functions, while in religious and cultural discourse it is
interpreted through broader metaphysical assumptions concerning the separation of soul and body,
the continuity of consciousness, and the transition to an intermediate realm (Castaneda, 20009;
Kastenbaum, 2006). This distinction is important because legal systems must transform the factual
event of death into juridical consequences: termination of legal personality, transfer or non-transfer
of assets, emergence of survivors’ claims, activation of insurance benefits, and possible criminal or
civil liability. In hard and hazardous occupations, death is not merely a biological event but a legally
relevant occurrence that may trigger employer liability, social-security protection, and public-law
intervention.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical method and asks what criminal penalties and legal
enforcement mechanisms Iranian law provides for the employer when a worker dies as a result of
hard and hazardous employment. The analysis shows that when death results from the employer’s
fault, negligence, or breach of occupational duties, the incident may acquire a criminal dimension in
addition to its civil and social-security consequences. From the perspective of civil liability,
intentional harm occupies a special position. In ordinary cases, some categories of loss may be
excluded or limited by statutory policy, economic considerations, or the special function of diyah.
However, where harm is inflicted intentionally, the logic of deterrence and the protective function of
civil liability require broader compensation. The purpose of liability is not merely to repair loss after
it occurs, but also to prevent violations of bodily integrity, financial interests, and legally protected
human dignity. Accordingly, deliberate conduct that deprives a person of work capacity, income, or
occupational continuity should not be insulated from full legal responsibility simply because some
losses may not ordinarily be recoverable beyond diyah. This reasoning supports the proposition that
harms arising from work-related death or disability, especially where linked to employer fault, may
entail both civil and criminal sanctions (Babaei, 2010; Katouzian, 2021).

A central part of the study concerns survivors’ pension as a legal response to death caused by hard
and hazardous work. One of the most important protective measures adopted by Iranian law is the
granting of a pension to the survivors of workers who die in work-related incidents. This benefit must
be distinguished from inheritance. Survivors’ pension is a form of social inheritance, but it is not part
of the deceased worker’s estate and is not governed by the ordinary rules of civil inheritance. It arises
directly from statute and belongs to specific persons identified by social-security law, including the
permanent spouse, children, parents, and the dependent husband of the insured person, subject to
statutory conditions. The insured person cannot dispose of this benefit by will, nor can survivors
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transfer it freely as ordinary property. Its purpose is not the distribution of the deceased’s assets but
the protection of dependent persons whose livelihood was linked to the insured person. This
distinction explains why the categories of survivors in social-security law are narrower than heirs in
civil law and why the division of pension shares differs from inheritance shares. The benefit is
therefore a legal mechanism of social protection rather than a private patrimonial transfer
(Doroudian & Najafikhah, 2012; Katouzian, 2021).

The findings further indicate that survivors’ pension has several distinctive features that confirm its
public-law and protective character. First, it is generally intended to secure the minimum livelihood
of eligible dependents and should therefore be treated differently from ordinary claims or
transferable assets. Second, it is not derived from the personal savings of the insured person, because
contributions paid to the Social Security Organization enter a broader public-insurance system and
do not remain private property capable of being returned to the insured or inherited by legal heirs.
Third, eligibility is shaped by statutory dependency rather than by the full civil-law structure of
inheritance. For example, certain heirs may have no right to survivors’ pension, while some
dependents may be protected even when civil-law inheritance rules would not produce the same
result. This difference also appears in discussions of illegitimate filiation, killing as a bar to
inheritance, and the non-application of certain inheritance impediments to pension entitlement
unless expressly provided by law. Therefore, the legal status of survivors’ pension reflects the
autonomous logic of social-security law: it is constructed around need, dependency, statutory
entitlement, and public support, not around ownership, succession, and estate distribution
(Doroudian & Najafikhah, 2012; Katouzian, 2021).

In conclusion, death resulting from hard and hazardous occupations must be understood as a
multidimensional legal event that activates criminal, civil, and social-security consequences.
Employer fault may justify criminal responsibility and civil enforcement, particularly where
negligence or intentional conduct has contributed to fatal harm. At the same time, survivors’ pension
functions as a central protective institution designed to secure the livelihood of dependents after the
worker’s death. The study concludes that this pension is not inheritance in the civil-law sense, but a
statutory social right created by law for specific eligible survivors. Its purpose is compensatory and
protective rather than patrimonial. Accordingly, Iranian law should be interpreted in a manner that
strengthens the rights of workers and their families, clarifies the relationship between diyah and
additional damages, prevents employers from evading liability in hard and hazardous occupations,
and ensures that survivors are not deprived of minimum livelihood support after work-related death.
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