@

~

Comparative Studies
in Jurisprudence,

Law, and Politics

Determinism and Determinists with an Interpretative-
Narrative Analysis in Allameh Tabataba'i's Approach (Types,
Implications, Reasons for Rejection)

1. Seyyed Rasool Mirasharafi*: PhD in History, Culture and Civilization, Islamic History, Culture and Civilization, Qom
University of Education, Qom, Iran. Email: s.r.mirshrafi64@gmail.com (Corresponding Author)

2. Mohammad Motalebi: PhD Student of Theological Religions, University of Religions and Religions, Qom, Iran

3. Majid Pooresmail: Graduate of Level Two, Researcher of Islamic Sciences, Seminary, Qom, Iran

ABSTRACT

The issue of determinism alongside human will in the performance of actions stands as a historical dilemma within
Islamic sciences. From the advent of Islam, due to its close connection with concepts such as the system of cause
and effect, divine decree and predestination, human actions, and free will, Muslim scholars have approached this
matter from various perspectives. Allameh Tabataba'i, a prominent Shiite scholar, addresses and examines the issue
of determinism in his exegesis Al-Mizan. The findings of this study, conducted with a descriptive-analytical
approach emphasizing Al-Mizan, indicate that Allameh classifies determinism into types such as religious
determinism, philosophical determinism, and materialistic determinism. The consequences of these include the
denial of the innate principle of cause and effect, the contradiction between divine decree and human actions, the
inherent misery of disbelievers, belief in materialism, attributing disgraceful actions to God, and the futility of
human deeds. Reasons such as divine commands and prohibitions, reference to divine attributes, repentance, and
blame are tools that Allameh uses to refute the theory of determinism and its proponents. Overall, in Allameh’s
view, determinism leads to the denial of the intellectual goodness and badness of actions and to legitimizing the
imposition of unbearable duties.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The concept of determinism, particularly in the context of human will and divine decree, has been a
subject of intense debate throughout Islamic intellectual history. The interplay of this philosophical
dilemma with notions such as causality, predestination, and human autonomy has led to diverse
interpretative perspectives from Muslim scholars. This study critically analyzes Allameh Tabataba’i’s
stance on determinism as expressed in his exegesis Al-Mizan. Using a descriptive-analytical method,
this work explores the narrative and theological dimensions of his views.
Allameh Tabataba’i identifies three primary forms of determinism: religious, philosophical, and
materialistic determinism. Each of these has significant implications, such as the rejection of the
natural principle of cause and effect, contradictions between divine decree and human actions, and
the attribution of sinful acts to God. Religious determinism emerges from theological doctrines that
undermine human accountability by emphasizing predestination. Philosophical determinism,
rooted in metaphysical causality, challenges human free will. Materialistic determinism, however,
entirely denies metaphysical realities and confines human behavior to natural laws. Allameh argues
that these deterministic frameworks render human deeds purposeless and deprive moral actions of
value (Tabatabai, 1995).
To refute determinism, Allameh employs arguments rooted in Quranic interpretation and rational
theology. He refers to Quranic verses that underscore God’s wisdom and justice, such as "Say: 'God
does not enjoin lewdness" (Quran 7:28), to argue against the idea that God compels humans toward
evil. His approach integrates intellectual and traditional reasoning, reinforcing human moral
responsibility and freedom. Allameh asserts that divine commands and prohibitions are meaningful
only if humans have the capacity to choose. Furthermore, he highlights the concepts of repentance
and moral accountability, which inherently assume human agency and the ability to make choices.
From a philosophical standpoint, Allameh addresses the logical consequences of determinism on
ethics and human cognition. He points out that determinism undermines the rational basis for moral
judgment and ethical accountability. Philosophical determinism, in particular, is scrutinized through
the principle of causality. Allameh acknowledges the significance of cause and effect in the universe
but denies that it necessitates the absence of free will. He proposes the doctrine of Amr Bayn al-
Amrayn (a position between predestination and free will), which provides a balanced view that
preserves divine omniscience without negating human choice (Tabatabai, 1999).
The study also explores the societal implications of deterministic beliefs. Allameh argues that
embracing determinism fosters fatalism, which can have negative effects on individual motivation
and societal advancement. By attributing all outcomes to divine will, people might neglect personal
responsibility and ethical obligations. This attitude, he claims, conflicts with the Quranic message
that emphasizes striving for moral excellence. Additionally, materialistic determinism erodes
spiritual values, promoting a worldview that denies any higher purpose or metaphysical aspect to
human life.
Determinism also poses challenges to legal and social principles. Allameh contends that a
deterministic outlook compromises the foundation of justice, as it would render reward and
punishment arbitrary and meaningless. By emphasizing human effort and divine grace, he
underscores the coherence of Islamic legal and ethical systems. His theological refutation draws on
Hadith traditions, wherein the Prophet Muhammad emphasizes a balance between divine decree
and human agency. These narratives are crucial to Allameh’s argument, providing a nuanced
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understanding that reconciles divine omnipotence with human accountability (Ibn Babawayh, 1959;
Tabatabai, 1999).

In conclusion, Allameh Tabataba’i’s interpretation provides a comprehensive framework for
reconciling divine decree with human free will. His methodology emphasizes the harmony between
intellect and theology, presenting a worldview that acknowledges human autonomy while respecting
divine omnipotence. By rejecting determinism, Allameh emphasizes that human beings are
responsible agents in a divinely ordered universe. His balanced perspective on free will, divine
justice, and moral responsibility remains a significant contribution to Islamic thought and ethics.
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