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ABSTRACT

Undoubtedly, the science of Qur’anic exegesis is one of the most significant Islamic sciences, which has held special
importance for Muslims throughout history. They have continuously made substantial efforts to learn and master
this discipline. The study of exegeses in the domain of methodology and attention to its various dimensions is
essential for achieving a proper method for interpreting the Qur’an. This is because failing to apply interpretive
principles and adopting diverse, sometimes unreliable, methods has led to a clear distinction between accurate
Qur’anic interpretation and interpretation without methodology or criteria. This study introduces the interpretive
methods employed by Iranian Sunni commentators from 1980 to 2011. During this period, coinciding with the post-
Islamic Revolution era, Iranian Sunni scholars experienced significant growth, producing numerous exegetical
works. The findings of the research indicate that during the period under investigation, these commentators utilized
interpretive methods such as: interpreting the Qur’an through the Qur’an, interpretation with traditions (Hadith),
reason, science, intuitive interpretation, ijtihad, jurisprudential analysis, rhetorical analysis, linguistic approaches,
and understanding the causes of revelation (asbab al-nuzul).
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The study of Qur’anic exegesis is among the most prominent fields in Islamic sciences, having

continuously evolved to address the intellectual and spiritual needs of Muslim communities across
centuries. This research focuses on the interpretive methods employed by Iranian Sunni
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commentators during the post-Islamic Revolution era, particularly from 1980 to 2011, a period
marked by significant socio-political and intellectual transformations. The relevance of examining
these interpretative approaches lies in understanding how scholars have navigated traditional
methodologies alongside contemporary challenges to produce works that resonate with modern
audiences while staying rooted in classical traditions. This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method to highlight key interpretive strategies, including Qur’anic cross-referencing, reliance on
Prophetic traditions, application of rationality, engagement with scientific insights, intuitive and
mystical readings, and the use of jurisprudential and linguistic analyses.

The foundational methodology observed during this period is tafsir al-Quran bil-Qur'an—
interpreting the Qur’an through itself. This method underscores the self-referential nature of the
Qur’an, wherein ambiguous or general verses are clarified by other verses. Scholars like Khorramdel
have employed this technique extensively, as seen in their thematic exploration of terms and
concepts across multiple surahs. Such approaches ensure coherence and maintain the Qur’an's
internal consistency, fostering a nuanced understanding of its divine message. For instance, the
application of Qur’anic cross-referencing in interpreting terms like "nur" (light) or "zulumat"
(darkness) not only elucidates their literal meanings but also reveals their metaphysical and moral
connotations within Islamic cosmology (Rezaei Esfahani, 1996). By emphasizing this method, Iranian
Sunni commentators have contributed to bridging classical exegesis with contemporary issues,
ensuring that the Qur'an remains a relevant guide for modern Muslims.

Another prominent method is the reliance on Prophetic traditions (hadith) to complement and
contextualize Qur’anic interpretation. The Qur'an explicitly recognizes the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) as an interpreter of divine revelation, making hadith an indispensable resource in exegesis.
Commentators during the specified period have demonstrated a balanced use of authentic traditions
to explain intricate verses while avoiding overreliance on weak or fabricated narrations. For example,
narratives explaining the "mutashabihat" (ambiguous verses) in the Qur'an often rely on prophetic
guidance to clarify doctrinal nuances. The works of figures like Sabuni emphasize the role of such
traditions in interpreting legal and theological verses (Sabuni & Hosseini, 2003). Furthermore, the
inclusion of narrations from early Muslim scholars, including companions and successors, reflects
the integration of historical exegetical wisdom into contemporary works, creating a comprehensive
interpretative framework.

The integration of rationality (aql) and logic into Qur’anic exegesis represents another hallmark of
this period. Rational interpretation, which traces its roots to early Islamic philosophical traditions,
has been employed by commentators to reconcile apparent contradictions and address questions
arising from the evolving intellectual landscape. Prominent examples include discussions on the
metaphysical realities of divine attributes and eschatological events, where rational arguments are
used to support and elaborate Qur’anic descriptions. For instance, interpretations of the verse "Malik
Yawm al-Din" (Master of the Day of Judgment) often incorporate philosophical reasoning to explain
the implications of divine justice and human accountability (Javadi Amoli, 2018). This approach not
only reinforces the intellectual rigor of Islamic scholarship but also equips contemporary Muslims
to address skepticism and critiques posed by secular and scientific worldviews.

Scientific interpretation of the Qur’an (tafsir ilmi), while controversial, gained traction during this
era as commentators sought to highlight the compatibility of Islamic teachings with modern
scientific discoveries. This method involves interpreting verses in light of established scientific
principles, often to demonstrate the Qur’an's divine origin and its relevance to contemporary
knowledge. For instance, the verse referring to the creation of the universe in six periods is frequently
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linked to modern cosmological theories about the age and expansion of the universe (Khorramdel,
1997). However, critics of this method caution against overextending scientific interpretations,
emphasizing the need to distinguish between definitive scientific facts and speculative theories.
Iranian Sunni commentators have thus navigated this tension by adopting a cautious yet innovative
approach, ensuring that scientific insights enhance rather than distort Qur’anic meanings.

Mystical and intuitive interpretations (tafsir ishari) represent another dimension of Sunni exegesis
during this period. Rooted in the rich tradition of Islamic spirituality, this method seeks to uncover
the esoteric and symbolic meanings of Qur’anic verses. Iranian Sunni commentators, influenced by
classical Sufi traditions, have employed this approach to address the ethical and spiritual dimensions
of the Qur'an. For example, verses describing the "straight path" (sirat al-mustaqim) are interpreted
not only as a literal path of righteousness but also as a mystical journey toward divine proximity
(Sarbazi, 2005). Such interpretations resonate deeply with audiences seeking a more personal and
transformative understanding of the Qur'an, thereby enriching its spiritual appeal.

Finally, the jurisprudential and linguistic methods employed by Iranian Sunni commentators
highlight their commitment to preserving the Qur'an's textual integrity and practical applicability.
Jurisprudential exegesis (tafsir fighi) focuses on deriving legal rulings from Qur’anic verses,
emphasizing the contextual application of divine commands. Commentators have meticulously
analyzed verses related to social justice, family law, and financial transactions, drawing on principles
of Islamic jurisprudence to address contemporary issues. Simultaneously, linguistic analysis has
played a crucial role in uncovering the Qur’an's rhetorical and grammatical intricacies, enabling
scholars to present its meanings with greater clarity. For instance, discussions on the semantic range
of terms like "hikmah" (wisdom) or "rahmah" (mercy) illustrate the interplay between language and
theology in Qur’anic interpretation (Alavi Mehr, 2003).

In conclusion, the interpretive methods of Iranian Sunni commentators from 1980 to 2011 reflect a
dynamic synthesis of tradition and innovation. By employing a diverse range of methodologies—
spanning textual analysis, rational argumentation, scientific engagement, and spiritual insight—
these scholars have enriched the field of Qur'anic exegesis. Their works demonstrate the enduring
relevance of the Qur'an as a source of guidance for addressing contemporary intellectual and
spiritual challenges. This study underscores the importance of examining these interpretive
approaches to appreciate the depth and diversity of Islamic scholarship, while also providing a
framework for future research into the evolving methodologies of Qur’anic exegesis.
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