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ABSTRACT

Crimes against chastity and public morality represent a serious social and cultural challenge in Iran, particularly
with the rise of modern technologies and the expansion of cyberspace, leading to an increase in such offenses. This
article examines the current legal and executive measures for preventing these crimes and analyzes the existing
weaknesses in the laws and enforcement mechanisms. It focuses on relevant laws such as the Islamic Penal Code
and the Cyber Crimes Law, while assessing the challenges in coordination between judicial and executive
institutions. Furthermore, the impact of cyberspace on the proliferation of these offenses and the difficulties in
controlling and monitoring digital platforms are critically reviewed. Additionally, the study highlights the role of
culture and public education in preventing crimes against public morality, proposing cultural and social solutions
to raise public awareness and strengthen the role of families and schools in promoting ethical and religious values.
The article also emphasizes the importance of media in fostering public morality and preventing the spread of moral
corruption. Finally, recommendations are provided to strengthen legal frameworks and improve coordination
between executive and cultural institutions to more effectively prevent such crimes and establish a society with
sustained public chastity and morality.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Crimes against chastity and public morality have emerged as a significant social and cultural issue in

Iran, particularly with the advent of modern technologies and the rapid expansion of cyberspace.
These offenses, which include behaviors that violate the moral and ethical standards of society, have
seen an alarming rise, largely due to increased access to digital platforms and the weakening of
traditional social controls. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the current legal and
executive measures in place to prevent such crimes and highlights the challenges and limitations
within the existing frameworks. The study also explores the impact of cultural, social, and
technological factors on the prevalence of these crimes and offers recommendations for improving
the legal and educational approaches to fostering public morality.

From a legal perspective, the Islamic Penal Code serves as the primary legislation addressing crimes
against chastity, including offenses such as adultery, fornication, and other sexually deviant
behaviors (Jafari Langeroudi, 2015). This code prescribes severe punishments for individuals
convicted of these crimes, reflecting the significant weight placed on chastity and public morality in
Islamic jurisprudence (Ghodsi, 2011). However, while the law provides clear guidelines for punishing
offenders, the implementation of these laws often faces challenges due to ambiguities in the legal
definitions of certain offenses and inconsistencies in enforcement (Mohammadi Barzegar, 2019). For
example, the principle of bastardization, which prohibits the publicization of private moral offenses,
complicates the legal process, as it prioritizes preserving the individual's dignity over the public
interest in justice. As a result, many crimes go unpunished, and the effectiveness of legal deterrence
is diminished.

Moreover, the rapid growth of cyberspace has created new opportunities for the proliferation of
crimes against chastity. The internet, social media, and other digital platforms have provided a
relatively anonymous environment for individuals to engage in immoral activities, such as the
distribution of pornographic content and participation in sexually explicit conversations (Nekouei
Mehr, 2018). In response, Iran enacted the Cyber Crimes Law in 2009 to address the growing
concerns related to online criminal behavior (Eslami Manesh, 2019). This law outlines penalties for
individuals involved in the production, distribution, and promotion of immoral content through
digital channels. However, despite these legal advancements, the enforcement of cybercrime laws
remains a challenge. The decentralized nature of the internet and the global scope of online
interactions make it difficult for law enforcement agencies to monitor and control digital activities
effectively (Fardin, 2019). Furthermore, the lack of international cooperation in combating cyber
crimes exacerbates the problem, as many offenders operate from countries with more permissive
legal systems.

One of the significant findings of this study is the critical role of culture and education in preventing
crimes against public morality. The weakening of traditional cultural institutions, such as the family
and religious organizations, has contributed to the erosion of moral values in society (Nekouei Mehr,
2018). In the past, these institutions played a vital role in imparting ethical and religious teachings,
which helped individuals resist immoral temptations. However, the increasing influence of global
culture, particularly through the media and internet, has diluted these traditional values, especially
among the younger generation. This shift in cultural norms has made it more challenging to maintain
the standards of chastity and public morality that were once strongly upheld in Iranian society. To
address this issue, the article emphasizes the need for comprehensive educational programs that
promote moral and ethical values from an early age. Schools, universities, and religious institutions
must collaborate to provide young people with the tools and knowledge to navigate the moral
challenges of the modern world (Ghodsi, 2011).
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The role of the family in shaping moral behavior is also highlighted as a crucial element in preventing
crimes against chastity. Families serve as the primary social unit where individuals first learn about
ethics, morality, and religious values (Fardin, 2019). Strengthening the family's role in moral
education is essential for fostering a society that values chastity and public decency. The study
recommends that parents be provided with resources and support to guide their children in
navigating the challenges of the digital age. Workshops, seminars, and counseling services can equip
families with the knowledge and strategies needed to address issues related to internet use, social
media, and exposure to immoral content. By empowering families, society can create a more resilient
moral fabric that resists the temptations of the modern world.

In addition to legal and familial measures, the media plays a pivotal role in promoting public morality
and discouraging immoral behavior. The article stresses that media outlets, including television,
radio, and digital platforms, must take responsibility for the content they produce and disseminate
(Varvaraei, 2014). By focusing on positive moral messaging and avoiding the promotion of immoral
or sexually explicit material, the media can help shape societal norms and values. Furthermore,
public awareness campaigns that highlight the legal and social consequences of crimes against
chastity can be effective in deterring individuals from engaging in such behavior. The media's
potential to influence public opinion and behavior is vast, and it must be harnessed to foster a culture
of respect for public morality and ethical behavior.

In conclusion, this study underscores the need for a multi-faceted approach to preventing crimes
against chastity and public morality in Iran. While the legal framework, particularly the Islamic Penal
Code and Cyber Crimes Law, provides a foundation for addressing these crimes, significant
challenges remain in enforcement and implementation (Mohammadi Barzegar, 2019). Strengthening
these laws, improving coordination among law enforcement agencies, and enhancing international
cooperation are critical steps in combating these offenses. Moreover, cultural and educational
initiatives must be prioritized to promote moral values and ethical behavior in society. The role of
the family, schools, and media in shaping public morality cannot be understated, and their collective
efforts are essential in creating a society that values chastity and public decency (Eslami Manesh,
2019). By addressing both the legal and cultural dimensions of this issue, Iran can take meaningful
steps toward reducing the prevalence of crimes against chastity and fostering a more morally
conscious society.
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