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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine how scientific evidence, expert opinions, and medical tests can be
referenced, as well as to clarify the jurisprudential status and foundations for utilizing these tools. Evidence in
proving claims holds significant importance in uncovering the truth and is considered the most critical criterion for
fair trials. The evidentiary methods in Islamic jurisprudence include testimony, oath, the judge’s knowledge,
confession, documents, judicial oaths, and circumstantial evidence. Medical tests encompass a wide range of skills
and techniques that utilize advanced tools and scientific and technical experiments. These tests can play a diverse
role in uncovering and proving legal matters, facilitating judicial processes, and uncovering facts. The main
challenge lies in how medical tests can be admissible as evidence in claims from the perspective of Islamic
jurisprudential foundations. Moreover, there are substantial disagreements among jurists in this regard. Therefore,
addressing this challenge is of particular importance and necessity. The research findings indicate that consulting
medical experts and utilizing medical tests are applicable when a specialized issue arises, and the judge is unable to
address it independently. If such expert opinions generate definitive knowledge for the judge, they must be included
as part of the reasoning in the judgment. Thus, medical tests are not categorized as primary evidence of proof and
ultimately fall outside the scope of criminal evidentiary tools. They cannot directly form the basis of a court’s ruling.
The final decision regarding the validity of these opinions rests with the judge. It appears that, although medical
tests are considered a type of judicial indication, the judge is not obligated to follow them. However, in cases where
medical tests provide definitive and conclusive knowledge for the judge, such as DNA testing for establishing
lineage, the judge is compelled to rely on them. This reliance is based on the fact that such results are considered
definitive knowledge for any judge, both logically and customarily.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The evolving role of scientific evidence, expert opinions, and medical tests in Islamic jurisprudence

highlights the intersection of traditional jurisprudential principles and modern technological
advancements. This study explores the evidentiary value and jurisprudential foundations of medical
tests in proving claims, emphasizing their importance in fair trials and judicial processes. As a subset
of evidentiary tools, medical tests, while not considered primary sources of proof, offer critical
insights in specific contexts, particularly when they generate conclusive knowledge for the judge
(Judiciary Research Center, 2016).

Islamic jurisprudence traditionally relies on testimony, oaths, the judge’s knowledge, confessions,
and documents as primary evidentiary methods. The integration of medical tests into this framework
has sparked debate among scholars due to the nuanced interpretation of their legitimacy and
relevance. Proponents argue that these tests serve as judicial indicators, providing the judge with
definitive knowledge in cases involving specialized matters. For example, DNA testing, which
establishes lineage, exemplifies the type of conclusive evidence judges are compelled to consider due
to its logical and customary acceptance (Hashemi, 2002).

The study delves into the jurisprudential acceptance of expert opinions as independent or
supplementary evidence. In this context, a distinction is drawn between the expert's role in providing
testimony and their broader function as contributors to the judge's understanding of complex cases.
Expert opinions are often juxtaposed with direct testimony, emphasizing that the former relies on
inference and professional judgment rather than sensory perception. This divergence underscores
the necessity for procedural safeguards to ensure that expert contributions remain reliable and
objective (Mozaffar et al., 2009; Na'ini, 1986).

The legitimacy of medical tests as standalone evidence is contested due to their indirect nature in
proving claims. Jurisprudential authorities differ in their interpretation, with some considering
medical tests as corroborative evidence rather than decisive proof. This perspective aligns with the
principle that such tests, while indicative, do not possess the same evidentiary weight as direct
testimony or confession. Nonetheless, their admissibility gains traction in cases where they yield
irrefutable conclusions, such as the aforementioned DNA analysis, which is widely regarded as
definitive (Bahrami & Arefi, 2017).

The ethical implications of relying on medical tests as evidence are also explored. Islam's emphasis
on fairness and avoiding undue harm to individuals informs the debate on the applicability of
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medical evidence. For instance, the principle of privacy in cases involving sensitive matters, such as
accusations of adultery, underscores the need for careful consideration of the potential repercussions
of such evidence (Biazar Shirazi, 2004). Moreover, Islamic jurisprudence advocates for the use of
medical tests in facilitating justice, provided they adhere to established ethical and procedural norms
(Hur Ameli, 1992).

The Qur'an and prophetic traditions provide foundational support for the integration of medical and
scientific evidence in judicial processes. Verses such as "Ask those who have knowledge if you do not
know" (Qur'an 16:43) and references to the examination of circumstantial evidence in the story of
Joseph emphasize the permissibility of consulting expert opinions to establish truth. These scriptural
endorsements, coupled with historical practices in Islamic governance, illustrate a long-standing
recognition of expert contributions in resolving disputes (Jamal, 2017; Kulaini, 1987).

The study concludes that while medical tests are not inherently classified as primary evidence within
Islamic jurisprudence, they hold significant potential in complementing traditional methods of
proof. Judges are encouraged to exercise discretion, balancing the insights derived from medical
evidence with the overarching principles of Islamic justice. As technological advancements continue
to redefine the scope of evidentiary tools, further scholarly engagement is needed to address the
evolving jurisprudential challenges and opportunities these tools present (Hasanzadeh, 2007a,
2007b, 2009).

By bridging the gap between traditional jurisprudence and contemporary scientific methodologies,
this research paves the way for a nuanced understanding of the role of medical evidence in the
Islamic legal system. Future studies could expand on this foundation, exploring the broader
implications of integrating advanced technologies in Islamic judicial practices.
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