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ABSTRACT

The accuracy of a narrator and the concept of his memorization have a specific semantic convergence in
the discourse of Hadith scholars and narratologists. These are among the most important conditions for
validating the accuracy of Hadith narrators. The researcher, using library sources and an analytical-
comparative method, has reached several results and findings in the field of pathologies of factors
affecting the narrator’s accuracy. These factors include: frequent errors of the narrator, the contradiction
of the narrator’s reports with those of other narrators, poor memorization, serious negligence, gross
mistakes, and careless editing and correction of Hadith texts. Another finding is that both Shia and Sunni
scholars agree that a narrator’s memorization is a confirmation of the authenticity of his reports, to the
extent that his narrations can be trusted. This is evidence that the described characteristic holds a special
position in the science of Jarh and Ta'dil (evaluation of narrators). An important additional result is the
comparison of methods for determining a narrator's accuracy. For instance, Sunni narratologists have
focused on comparing the narrator's reports with those of reliable narrators, a method known as "ta'dil".
In contrast, Shia narratologists have employed methods such as using the term "thiqah" (reliable) instead
of "adl" (just), comparing the narrator’s reports with those of individuals who are known to be precise in
memorization, and specifying that a narrator is known for his meticulousness, as part of their practical
methods for uncovering the accuracy of a narrator.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

In the discipline of Hadith studies, the evaluation of the authenticity of narrations is a central task
that relies heavily on the assessment of narrators' credibility. One of the most crucial attributes in
this assessment is dhabt—the concept of narrator's accuracy and the ability to retain and transmit
Hadith reliably. The reliability of narrators has been a subject of intense scrutiny by both Sunni and
Shia scholars, who have developed a set of criteria to determine the veracity of Hadith reports based
on the narrator's memory, understanding, and integrity (Ibn Abi Hatim, 1951). The science of Jarh
and Ta'dil—the evaluation of narrators’ reliability and integrity—plays a vital role in the process of
validating Hadith, wherein the accuracy of a narrator’s recollection and their ability to transmit
reports correctly is scrutinized.

Narrator accuracy is not simply about the ability to memorize words; it is closely tied to the
understanding and careful transmission of the meaning of the report. Scholars across both Sunni
and Shia traditions agree on the necessity of narrator accuracy, but they differ in how they assess and
measure this quality. This research aims to explore the conceptual and practical implications of
dhabt in Hadith validation, focusing on the shared and divergent views held by Sunni and Shia
scholars. By comparing the methodologies used by both traditions, this study seeks to shed light on
the complexities of validating Hadith documents and the nuanced role that narrator accuracy plays
in this process.

This study employs an analytical-comparative methodology, utilizing library-based sources to
examine the theoretical and applied aspects of narrator accuracy in the context of Hadith
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transmission. By focusing on both Sunni and Shia traditions, the research draws on key works in the
field of Islamic jurisprudence and Hadith studies, employing primary and secondary sources to
explore the different approaches used by these two major Islamic sects. The study also integrates
discussions on the practical issues that arise when evaluating narrator reliability, such as the
identification of frequent errors, contradictions in reports, and lapses in memory. These factors,
alongside serious negligence and careless editing, can significantly affect the authenticity of Hadiths
and thus have a direct impact on the credibility of Islamic teachings (Azami, 1983, 1999).
Furthermore, the study delves into the criteria used by scholars from both traditions to assess the
accuracy of narrators. The importance of memory retention and attention to detail in Hadith
transmission is explored, with a focus on the challenges faced by both Sunni and Shia scholars in
evaluating the accuracy of narrators who may have experienced lapses in memory or misunderstood
the content of a report (Ibn Salah, 1974, 1987). This research, therefore, serves as a significant
contribution to the field of Islamic studies by providing a comprehensive comparison of the
methodologies used by Sunni and Shia scholars to assess narrator accuracy and validate Hadith
reports.

The study finds that both Sunni and Shia scholars agree on the importance of dhabt as a critical
condition for validating Hadith. However, their methods for determining the accuracy of narrators
differ significantly. Sunni scholars often focus on a method known as i’tibar, which involves
comparing the reports of a narrator with those of known, reliable narrators. This method of
comparison allows scholars to assess the consistency of the narrator’s memory and identify any
discrepancies or errors in their reports. If the reports of a narrator align closely with those of other
reliable narrators, they are deemed accurate. However, if significant discrepancies are found, the
narrator’s accuracy is called into question (Azami, 1983, 1999).

In contrast, Shia scholars emphasize the use of descriptors such as thigah (reliable) rather than adl
(just) in evaluating narrators. The term thigah is used to indicate that a narrator is not only morally
upright but also trustworthy in terms of their memory and ability to transmit Hadith accurately. Shia
scholars also place significant weight on the comparison of a narrator’s reports with those of other
narrators known for their precision and meticulousness in memorizing Hadith (Subhani, 1993, 1994).
Furthermore, Shia scholars are known to rely heavily on historical attestations and the explicit
designation of narrators as thiqah, reflecting a more contextual approach to narrator evaluation.
An important finding of this study is the degree of consensus among both Sunni and Shia scholars
on the idea that a narrator’s memory plays a crucial role in the authenticity of Hadith. Both traditions
acknowledge that dhabt is a necessary condition for trusting a narrator’s reports. Despite their
differences in methodology, Sunni and Shia scholars agree that a narrator’s memory should be free
from frequent errors and lapses. In cases where a narrator is found to be careless or negligent in their
transmission, their reports are often deemed unreliable. The research highlights that while dhabt is
a key factor in validating Hadith, it is not the only factor. Other aspects of a narrator’s character, such
as their integrity and moral standing, also play a crucial role in determining the authenticity of their
reports (Al-Suyuti, 1993; Itr, 2001).

The concept of dhabt is multifaceted, encompassing both the mental retention of Hadith and the
physical preservation of texts. Sunni scholars, in particular, emphasize the importance of memory in
transmitting Hadith accurately, while Shia scholars recognize that written transmission plays a vital
role in preserving the integrity of the reports. In both traditions, the accuracy of a narrator is not
simply about the ability to recall a narration but also about understanding its meaning and ensuring
that it is transmitted without distortion (Shahid Thani, 1962). The study finds that both Sunni and
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Shia scholars agree on the necessity of dhabt in validating Hadith but differ in the specific criteria
they use to assess it.

While Sunni scholars tend to place greater emphasis on direct comparison between narrators’
reports, Shia scholars take a more holistic approach, incorporating a broader understanding of the
narrator’s character and historical context. The study also finds that dhabt is not a static concept but
one that can be understood in relative terms. In some cases, minor errors or lapses in memory may
not invalidate a narration, while in other cases, significant discrepancies may be grounds for
rejecting a narrator’s reports altogether (Ibn Abi Hatim, 1951). This flexible approach to narrator
evaluation highlights the complexity of the validation process and the need for a nuanced
understanding of dhabt.

The comparative analysis reveals that the methods used by Sunni and Shia scholars are rooted in
their respective intellectual traditions and priorities. Sunni scholars emphasize empirical validation
through i’tibar, a method that requires direct comparison between narrators’ reports and the reports
of known, reliable narrators. This method is designed to identify inconsistencies and ensure that the
narrator’s memory is accurate and trustworthy. Shia scholars, on the other hand, rely on a more
contextual approach, which places significant emphasis on historical attestations and the use of the
term thigah to designate trustworthy narrators. This approach reflects a broader understanding of
narrator reliability, which includes both moral integrity and memory retention (Al-Tusi, 1997, 2003).
The study also finds that while Sunni and Shia scholars may differ in their methodologies, they share
a common goal: to ensure the authenticity and reliability of Hadith reports. Both traditions recognize
that dhabt is a crucial condition for validating Hadith, but they approach the task of evaluating
narrator accuracy from different perspectives. The Sunni emphasis on comparison and empirical
validation contrasts with the Shia focus on historical context and moral integrity, but both
approaches ultimately serve to safeguard the integrity of Islamic teachings and ensure that the
Hadiths transmitted to future generations are as accurate as possible (Ibn Salah, 1974, 1987).

This research concludes that narrator accuracy, or dhabt, plays a pivotal role in the validation of
Hadith reports within both Sunni and Shia traditions. While the methods for assessing dhabt differ,
both Sunni and Shia scholars agree on its importance as a critical factor in determining the reliability
of narrators. Sunni scholars tend to focus on empirical comparison, while Shia scholars emphasize
historical attestations and moral integrity. Both approaches, however, contribute to the broader goal
of ensuring the authenticity of Hadith and preserving the integrity of Islamic teachings. The findings
highlight the need for a nuanced and contextually informed approach to Hadith validation, one that
recognizes the complexities of narrator evaluation and the importance of preserving the
trustworthiness of Islamic tradition.
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