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ABSTRACT

In today's world, the management of urban lands and the establishment of justice in maintaining and preserving
parcel boundaries require a comprehensive system. This system should not only enable the registration of detailed
characteristics of households and parcels but also assist in the intelligent analysis of urban space and the integration
and correlation of urban elements and components. The fundamental question in this regard is to what extent the
current cadastral registration system of real estate in the country's executive apparatus aligns with the upstream
documents. The present study is descriptive-analytical and employs a library research method to address the
aforementioned question. The findings indicate that cadastre, as a land-based information system, plays a decisive
role in real estate planning. The most critical component of descriptive information related to real estate is the legal
information, which clearly defines the legal and ownership dimensions of properties. Registration maps or cadastre
consist of systematically regulated datasets of information about real estate and immovable assets in each country
or region, with maps forming their foundation. These maps reflect property boundaries. The primary objectives of
utilizing this system include creating a better foundation for tax collection, land registration, and providing an
appropriate method for improved land use control and management.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Land management plays a critical role in modern urban planning, requiring comprehensive and

precise systems to ensure fairness and efficiency in maintaining property boundaries. The cadastral
registration system is an essential component of land administration that facilitates property
ownership documentation and provides a basis for legal and economic decisions (Hadidi Zowreh,
2015). In Iran, the real estate registration organization has undergone significant developments to
align itself with national strategic policies, emphasizing cadastral mapping to enhance transparency
and reduce property disputes (Mohammadi & Kheradmandji, 2020). Despite advancements, questions
remain about the compatibility of the current cadastral system with higher-order legal frameworks
and its effectiveness in addressing administrative challenges.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on extensive literature review and
content analysis of national policies, legislative documents, and international best practices. The
research methodology is primarily library-based, with a focus on legal and administrative texts that
discuss the implementation and impact of cadastre systems in Iran and beyond (Shahedi & Jalali,
2017). The primary objective is to assess the extent to which Iran’s cadastral registration aligns with
upstream legal documents and policies such as the Sixth Development Plan and the general
administrative policies outlined by the Supreme Leader (Javidi & Nami, 2011). The study also draws
comparisons with similar frameworks implemented in other jurisdictions to identify potential areas

of improvement.

The findings suggest that the cadastral system in Iran serves multiple purposes, including tax
collection, land registration, and efficient land use management (Pourkamal, 2009). Cadastral maps,
which provide detailed geospatial information about property boundaries, have proven to be a
valuable tool for minimizing disputes and supporting legal ownership claims. However, legal
challenges persist, primarily concerning the classification of cadastre as an administrative or judicial
function (Mahmoudi Gilani et al., 2022). The dual perception of cadastre—whether it should be
governed under the executive or judicial branch—has implications for its operational efficiency and
accessibility. Comparative analysis indicates that in many countries, the cadastre function is
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integrated within executive bodies to streamline land governance and enhance public accessibility
(Hashemi, 1996).

One of the key challenges identified in this study relates to the administrative placement of the
cadastral system within the broader Iranian governance structure. Some stakeholders argue that
cadastral registration should fall under the judiciary due to its legal implications in ownership
disputes (Mortezai, 2008). Others advocate for its integration into the executive branch, highlighting
the need for efficient, technology-driven processes to improve service delivery and data accuracy
(Kashfi, 2007). The study underscores the necessity of adopting advanced geographic information
systems (GIS) and digital platforms to modernize cadastral services and reduce processing times.
Additionally, ensuring compliance with higher legal frameworks and the national development

agenda remains a priority to maximize the socio-economic benefits of cadastre systems.

In conclusion, the cadastral registration system in Iran plays a pivotal role in land management,
providing a foundation for legal certainty and economic planning. However, structural and
operational reforms are needed to align the system with national policies and global best practices
(Razaghi, 2018). Recommendations include enhancing inter-agency coordination, leveraging digital
technology for real-time data management, and revisiting the legal framework to clarify
jurisdictional responsibilities (Moheb Al-Taher, 2023). Implementing a unified strategy that
encompasses policy directives, technological integration, and stakeholder engagement will be

essential in achieving the long-term objectives of the national cadastre program.

The study contributes to the broader discourse on land governance by providing insights into the
legal and administrative complexities of cadastral registration in Iran. Future research should focus
on empirical assessments of cadastral implementation, measuring its impact on reducing land
disputes, improving tax collection, and enhancing land use planning (Mousavi Zadeh, 2019).
Moreover, comparative analyses with other countries could offer valuable lessons for refining Iran’s
cadastral system to better serve its socio-economic development goals.
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