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ABSTRACT

In the contemporary era, as nations transition from development in various political, economic, cultural, and social
dimensions towards a unified concept of sustainable development, they strive to achieve this goal by utilizing all
available mechanisms, including natural and God-given resources, particularly the copper industry. The abundance
of opportunities in the copper mining sector and related industries serves as a driving force for the development of
international economic cooperation and the expansion of exports, which in turn facilitates sustainable development
within the framework of international law. This article aims to address the research question: How does the copper
industry in Iran and China respond to international sustainable development law? Using a descriptive-analytical
methodology, the hypothesis suggests that "in China's experience, two distinct and targeted strategies, namely the
'Strategic Green Mining Strategy' and 'Responsible Mining,' have been designed and implemented to align the
copper industry with international sustainable development law. In contrast, an examination of Iran's policies
reveals not only the absence of a specific and targeted program akin to China's but also a lack of adapted frameworks
in Iran's developmental policies." The study concludes that China's two distinct and targeted strategies have enabled
it to take significantly serious steps toward operationalizing the principles of international sustainable development
law, potentially paving the way for a low-carbon future. This critical element, however, is clearly absent in Iran's
programs.
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