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ABSTRACT

The present research, concerning international economic crimes, examines the patterns, methods, and processes
employed for detection and investigation in this area. The study was conducted with the aim of presenting a model
of detection and investigation by the Iranian police in the field of international economic crimes. In terms of
purpose, the study is applied, and in terms of data type, it is qualitative. The statistical population included
documents, theoretical foundations, and literature in domestic and foreign databases, as well as academic and
organizational experts (senior officers of the Law Enforcement Command of the Islamic Republic of Iran). The
sample size in this research was selected based on the principle of theoretical saturation and through a purposive
non-random sampling method, consisting of 18 interviewees. Research tools included a systematic review of the
literature and open interviews. In this study, the validity and reliability of the interviews were examined and
confirmed. For data analysis, the thematic analysis method was employed using MaxQda-V12 software. The main
model included 4 dimensions (prevention and awareness-raising, detection and collection of evidence, investigation
and analysis, and development and improvement), 16 components, and 90 indicators. In the final stage, the model
was validated by experts and was found to possess appropriate credibility. Based on the findings of this research, it
can be concluded that the model of detection and investigation by the Iranian police in the field of international
economic crimes is a comprehensive and coherent framework that can contribute to the detection and investigation
of international economic crimes. This model emphasizes four main dimensions. Each dimension holds particular
significance and can have an impact on the detection and investigation practices of the Iranian police regarding
international economic crimes. Ultimately, it can be stated that, due to its focus on a specific subject, the
examination of both current and future conditions, concentration on international economic crimes, application of
modern research methods, and provision of practical recommendations, this research carries considerable
innovation and can serve as a valuable resource for policymakers, law enforcement managers, and researchers in
the field of international economic crimes.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Introduction
International economic crimes represent one of the most significant challenges to the security and
stability of states in recent decades. Offenses such as money laundering, financial fraud, corruption,
and smuggling of goods and currency extend beyond national borders and necessitate coordinated
responses across jurisdictions (Markina et al., 2021). Iran, given its geopolitical and economic
position, faces a heightened risk of such crimes, particularly in relation to narcotics trafficking and
money laundering, which have emerged as critical national security concerns (Rastan Ra & Nosrati,
2020). In this context, the Iranian police have increasingly sought to adopt modern technologies and
expand international cooperation to enhance detection and investigation mechanisms (Rajabi Taj,
2022).
Research highlights that the accelerating prevalence of economic crimes in developing nations often
stems from weaknesses in judicial frameworks and inadequate monitoring systems. These
deficiencies magnify vulnerabilities in global financial structures, undermining stability and trust.
Consequently, international cooperation and intelligence-sharing have become vital factors in
boosting police efficiency in combating such offenses (Monavari et al., 2020). The Iranian police,
operating within these realities, must adapt their approaches to align with both domestic challenges
and international best practices.
The scholarly literature indicates that international institutions play a critical role in countering
transnational financial crimes. Norouzi’s (2024) analysis underscored that international financial
organizations should enhance anti-money laundering measures through improved transparency,
electronic infrastructure, and global cooperation (Norouzi et al., 2024). Similarly, Rastan Ra and
Nosrati (2020) argued that the absence of precise legal definitions and fragmentation in Iran’s anti-
corruption laws have complicated efforts to curb economic offenses, requiring stronger legal
mechanisms (Rastan Ra & Nosrati, 2020). Moreover, comparative analyses of international policing
bodies, particularly INTERPOL and Europol, emphasize their preventive and cooperative functions
in training, data exchange, and capacity building (Monavari et al., 2020).
The importance of INTERPOL in the global fight against organized financial crimes was emphasized
by Azimi and Mirzaei (2015), who noted that international collaboration is indispensable in
addressing systemic corruption and money laundering (Azimi & Mirzaei, 2015). In addition,
theoretical perspectives conceptualize police detection and investigation as encompassing a range of
coordinated activities—evidence collection, data analysis, and interagency collaboration—that
enable criminal identification and prosecution (Stelfox, 2013). Parallel to this, international
economic crimes are recognized as offenses that transcend national boundaries and exert direct
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influence on the global economy, including financial fraud, corruption, smuggling, and human
trafficking (Achim & Borlea, 2020).

Thus, this study addresses a gap in the literature by focusing on the Iranian context, offering a
national-level model for detection and investigation that incorporates international perspectives. By
examining the strengths and limitations of current practices, the research contributes to improving
the effectiveness of Iran’s police system in confronting international economic crimes.

Methods and Materials

This study was designed as an applied qualitative investigation using meta-synthesis and interview-
based methods. The research population included theoretical foundations, prior studies, and related
documents from both domestic databases (2017—2022) and international sources (2018—2023). In
addition, the Constitution, statutory laws, bylaws, and other documents outlining the Iranian police’s
legal authority in detecting and investigating international economic crimes were reviewed.

For the empirical part, purposive non-random sampling was employed to select 18 experts based on
the principle of theoretical saturation. These experts consisted of both academic specialists—faculty
members with doctoral degrees and research experience in international economic crime—and
senior officers of the Law Enforcement Command (FARAJA) with more than five years of operational
experience in economic crime investigations.

Data collection involved two primary tools: a systematic review of the literature and open, semi-
structured interviews. The validity and reliability of interviews were carefully assessed and
confirmed. For data analysis, thematic analysis was conducted using MaxQda-V12 software. This
entailed coding processes that categorized raw data into basic themes, which were subsequently
grouped into organizing themes and overarching global themes. The procedure enabled the
identification of indicators, components, and dimensions for developing the proposed model.
Findings

The thematic analysis generated a comprehensive model of detection and investigation for
international economic crimes by the Iranian police. From systematic literature review and expert
interviews, 108 initial basic themes were extracted. After consolidating overlaps and removing
redundancies, 90 basic themes were retained. These were then organized into 16 core components
and subsequently clustered into four overarching dimensions.

The four main dimensions were:

1. Prevention and Awareness-Raising: covering areas such as police training, public
information campaigns, international cooperation, and threat analysis. Indicators included
regular police training programs, social media awareness campaigns, participation in
international conferences, and systematic threat forecasting.

2. Detection and Evidence Collection: emphasizing modern evidence-gathering
techniques, the use of information technology, field methods, and interagency collaboration.
Indicators encompassed electronic documentation, covert operations, forensic analysis, and
coordinated work with judiciary and private institutions.

3. Investigation and Analysis: highlighting advanced data analysis, psychological profiling
of offenders, comprehensive reporting, field research, and performance evaluation.
Indicators involved comparative international analyses, transparent dissemination of
findings, and alignment of research outputs with decision-making processes.

4. Development and Improvement: including upgrading equipment, optimizing processes,
community engagement, and innovation in research and development. Indicators covered
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acquisition of modern technologies, quality management systems, community feedback, and

investment in applied research.
Validation of the model was performed using a structured questionnaire administered to 16 experts.
Results from a one-sample t-test confirmed that the model possessed external validity. All key
criteria—relevance, clarity, generalizability, and control—achieved mean scores significantly higher
than the expected benchmark of 3 (p < 0.01). This indicated that the model was perceived as both
credible and applicable by domain specialists.
Discussion and Conclusion
The findings confirm that the proposed model constitutes a comprehensive and coherent framework
for detecting and investigating international economic crimes in Iran. Its four dimensions—
prevention and awareness, evidence collection, investigation and analysis, and development and
improvement—collectively provide a structured roadmap for enhancing police capacity in this
domain.
The preventive and awareness-raising dimension underscores the importance of education,
communication, and global cooperation. As studies suggest, public awareness campaigns and
structured training can play a decisive role in crime prevention (Durlauf & Nagin, 2011; Hough, 2010).
Given the transnational nature of economic crimes, collaborative intelligence-sharing and
international partnerships are vital (Friedrichs, 2010). Effective prevention strategies reduce
recidivism and promote social resilience (Tonry, 2017).
The detection and evidence collection dimension is central to ensuring legal robustness. Courts rely
heavily on professionally collected and verifiable evidence (Brenner, 2010). Given the complexity of
financial transactions, reliance on forensic financial analysis and digital tools is crucial (Sullivan,
2014). Transparent and standardized approaches to evidence gathering also promote international
legal recognition (Friedrichs, 2010).
The investigation and analysis dimension emphasizes the role of systematic research, data-driven
insights, and cross-national comparisons. Investigations not only support prosecutions but also
inform policymakers by revealing vulnerabilities in economic systems (Trevino, 2016). High-quality
investigations can produce legally admissible evidence while strengthening institutional integrity
(Golden, 2010).
Finally, the development and improvement dimension reflects the need for adaptability and
responsiveness in a rapidly evolving global environment. With the digitization of financial crimes,
upgrading police technologies and methodologies is indispensable (UNODC, 2024). Continuous
innovation, training, and collaboration with both domestic and international stakeholders ensure
that police practices remain relevant and effective (Sullivan, 2014; Trevino, 2016).
In conclusion, this research fills a critical gap in the field by proposing a context-specific yet
internationally relevant model for Iranian police practices. By combining theoretical insights,
empirical interviews, and thematic analysis, the model offers practical pathways to strengthen Iran’s
institutional response to international economic crimes. Its comprehensive nature, supported by
validation from experts, makes it a valuable resource for policymakers, law enforcement managers,
and researchers aiming to improve national and international economic security.
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