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ABSTRACT

Today, public opinion serves as a fundamental variable and an invisible yet powerful concept in shaping
reactions to crime and influencing the implementation of policies by policymakers in response to criminal
activities. Public opinion has significantly diverged from its traditional concept and is now recognized as
the subconscious and hidden social conscience in the face of societal events. In this regard, it appears that
before implementing any policy, an appropriate groundwork must be established among the public to
ensure that the resulting outcomes are beneficial. Among these policies, decarceration strategies and,
consequently, alternative sentences are subjects that have faced challenges and failures in Iranian society
due to the lack of public persuasion. However, one of the most effective approaches currently adopted in
most countries around the world is the use of alternative sentences aimed at implementing decarceration
policies. According to findings from Iranian society, this aspect has often been overlooked, and in
discussions concerning imprisonment and the implementation of alternative sentences, public persuasion
does not hold a defined position; instead, efforts are focused solely on enforcing the law without considering
public persuasion. Undoubtedly, the use of strategic programs and the deployment of various effective
tools—such as media, education, and the involvement of different organizations—will be highly beneficial
and instrumental in raising public awareness and persuading public opinion regarding the implementation
of decarceration policies and the promotion of alternative sentences. In this context, attention to religious

teachings and the views of jurists can be enlightening and facilitative.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Public opinion plays a pivotal role in shaping societal responses to crime and influencing policy

implementation by policymakers. Over time, public opinion has evolved from a traditional concept
to an intrinsic social conscience that influences responses to societal events. The successful
implementation of policies, particularly decarceration strategies and alternative sentencing, requires
effective public persuasion to ensure favorable outcomes. In Iran, the absence of adequate public
persuasion has led to significant challenges and failures in implementing decarceration policies.
Policymakers have primarily focused on legal enforcement without establishing the necessary public
support, which has hindered the widespread acceptance of alternative sentencing. Strategic
programs leveraging media, education, and organizational participation are crucial to raising
awareness and persuading public opinion, which can facilitate the acceptance and implementation
of decarceration policies and alternative sentencing measures (Salehi et al., 2018; Suvi, 1975).

Public opinion is an amalgamation of collective perceptions and social consciousness that can
significantly impact governmental policies. It is influenced by cultural, social, and political contexts
and can either support or obstruct policy implementation. In the case of Iran, the deep-rooted
perception of imprisonment as a necessary punitive measure has posed a challenge to the adoption
of alternative sentencing. While many countries have successfully integrated such alternatives into
their judicial systems, Iran continues to struggle with resistance due to the lack of public awareness
and acceptance (Aghabakhshi & Afsharirad, 2000; Naghibzadeh, 2009). The concept of alternative
sentencing has been incorporated into the Iranian legal system through the Islamic Penal Code of
2013, which outlines several non-custodial penalties such as community service and electronic
monitoring. However, without effective communication strategies to persuade the public of their
benefits, such measures have not been fully embraced (Zeraat, 2013).

Despite the legislative framework supporting decarceration, various obstacles hinder the widespread
adoption of alternative sentences in Iran. Cultural perceptions of punishment, lack of awareness, and
the reluctance of judicial authorities to deviate from traditional incarceration methods contribute to
these challenges. Additionally, the stigmatization of offenders who receive alternative sentences can
further impede their social reintegration (Gholami & Maleki, 2014). Policymakers must recognize the
importance of addressing these cultural barriers through targeted awareness campaigns and
community engagement initiatives that emphasize the rehabilitative and restorative aspects of
alternative sentencing (Mutavali, 2002).

Media and education serve as powerful tools for shaping public opinion and fostering acceptance of
alternative sentencing policies. Public perception can be influenced through strategic media
campaigns that highlight the effectiveness of non-custodial measures in reducing recidivism and
promoting rehabilitation. Educational initiatives in schools and communities can further reinforce
positive attitudes toward these measures, encouraging societal acceptance and participation
(Bahonar, 2015). Collaborative efforts involving governmental bodies, media outlets, and civil
society organizations can create a comprehensive approach to public persuasion that addresses
misconceptions and builds trust in the criminal justice system's reform efforts (Christensen, 2020).
Islamic teachings and the perspectives of jurists offer valuable insights that can support the
implementation of alternative sentences within the Iranian legal framework. Religious principles
emphasizing rehabilitation, restitution, and social harmony align with the objectives of decarceration
policies. Engaging religious leaders and scholars in public discourse can lend credibility to
alternative sentencing initiatives and promote their acceptance within conservative segments of
society (Ebn Manzoor, 2001). By incorporating religious narratives that highlight the ethical and
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moral justifications for non-custodial measures, policymakers can appeal to a broader audience and
foster a sense of collective responsibility for offender rehabilitation (Najafi Abrandabadi, 2002).

To achieve successful decarceration and the widespread adoption of alternative sentencing, a multi-
faceted approach is required. This approach should include strategic public persuasion through
media campaigns, educational programs, religious engagement, and policy transparency. The
involvement of various stakeholders, including governmental institutions, civil society, and the
media, is essential to creating an environment conducive to policy acceptance. Future initiatives
should focus on addressing cultural resistance, enhancing public trust, and demonstrating the
tangible benefits of alternative sentencing through evidence-based practices. Only by fostering a
well-informed and supportive public can Iran successfully transition to a more rehabilitative and
restorative criminal justice system.
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