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ABSTRACT

Islamic unity, as one of the most fundamental strategic concepts in Islam, leads to the sustainable cohesion of the
Muslim community only when it is founded on authentic doctrinal principles, particularly wilayah (guardianship).
The event of Ghadir Khumm, as the greatest proclamation of wilayah in Islamic history, provides a comprehensive
model for achieving unity based on religious truths. This study, adopting a jurisprudential approach and referring
to principles such as the precedence of the more important (tagdeem al-ahamm), the rule of no harm (la darar),
the rule of negation of domination (nafi al-sabil), and the obligation of preserving the Islamic system (wujiib hifz
al-nizam), demonstrates that the guardianship of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) serves as a central
foundation in religious guidance and authority, playing an irreplaceable role in the preservation of Islamic unity.
An analysis of Quranic texts and related narrations clarifies that the principle of wilayah not only safeguards Islamic
identity but also serves as a key mechanism for managing disputes and preventing doctrinal and social deviations.
By focusing on the event of Ghadir and the explicit emphasis of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) on
the guardianship of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), as well as referring to the principle of enjoining good and
forbidding evil (amr bil-ma'ruf wa nahy 'anil-munkar) as the pillar of Shariah preservation and the actions of Lady
Fatimah (peace be upon her) in defending wilayah as the most significant ma'ruf (virtue), this study argues that
Islamic unity can only be sustainable when it is grounded in wilayah and divine authority. The findings indicate
that jurisprudential principles, by emphasizing the preservation of communal interests and the prevention of
deviation, provide both a theoretical and practical framework for achieving unity. Through the simultaneous
application of transmitted (naqli) and rational (agli) foundations, this research presents a comprehensive model of
Islamic unity based on wilayah and offers effective jurisprudential and practical solutions for the cohesion of the
Muslim community.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Islamic unity has been a central discourse in the political and jurisprudential thought of Muslim

scholars, highlighting its role as a strategic necessity for the cohesion of the Muslim community. This
unity, however, cannot be established on superficial agreements or temporary political alignments
but must instead be rooted in authentic doctrinal principles. The concept of wilayah (guardianship)
plays a fundamental role in ensuring a sustainable and meaningful unity among Muslims. The
historical event of Ghadir Khumm, in which Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family)
explicitly appointed Imam Ali (peace be upon him) as his successor, provides a profound model for
understanding the relationship between wilayah and Islamic unity. This event, narrated in both
Sunni and Shia sources, has been extensively analyzed by scholars to emphasize the theological,
social, and political implications of leadership in Islam. The Prophet’s statement, “For whomever I
am his master (mawla), Ali is his master,” signifies not just a declaration of spiritual companionship
but an authoritative appointment to leadership, a point elaborated by jurists and exegetes
throughout history (Mufid, 1992a; Sepidbar et al., 2024). This study examines the jurisprudential
foundations of wilayah by referencing Quranic texts, Prophetic traditions, and classical Islamic legal
principles such as the precedence of the more important (tagdeem al-ahamm), the rule of no harm
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(la darar), the rule of negation of domination (nafi al-sabil), and the obligation of preserving the
Islamic system (wujiub hifz al-nizam). These principles collectively demonstrate that wilayah not
only safeguards Islamic identity but also functions as a mechanism for conflict resolution and the
prevention of doctrinal and social fragmentation. Furthermore, the study explores the role of Lady
Fatimah (peace be upon her) in defending wilayah as the ultimate embodiment of amr bil-ma'ruf
wa nahy 'anil-munkar (enjoining good and forbidding evil), reinforcing that true unity in Islam is
only achievable through adherence to divine authority (Motahhari, 1990; Mousavi Khomeini, 2011).
A historical and jurisprudential analysis of unity in the Islamic tradition reveals that deviation from
wilayah has led to schisms and sectarian conflicts within the Muslim community. The immediate
aftermath of the Prophet’s passing and the political developments surrounding the event of Saqifah
mark the beginning of divergences in leadership and governance models in Islam (Mufid, 1992b).
While wilayah ensures continuity in religious leadership and social justice, the alternative political
arrangements following the Prophet’s demise resulted in disputes over authority and governance,
thus weakening the foundation of unity. Historical accounts suggest that Imam Ali (peace be upon
him), despite being the rightful successor, prioritized the greater good of the Muslim Ummah over
confrontation, opting for patience while maintaining his stance on legitimate leadership. This
approach was in alignment with the principle of avoiding harm (la darar), a foundational rule in
Islamic jurisprudence that stresses the prevention of greater evils at the expense of temporary
inconveniences (Ibn Babawayh, 1997). The study draws from classical legal texts to illustrate how
wilayah is not merely a theological construct but also a legal necessity to maintain harmony within
the Islamic polity. By juxtaposing the principles of Islamic governance with the socio-political events
that unfolded after Ghadir, the research asserts that abandoning wilayah has historically led to
political instability and theological divisions, reinforcing the argument that true Islamic unity is only
attainable when leadership is divinely sanctioned. The Quranic verse “Hold firmly to the rope of Allah
and do not be divided” (Aal-e Imran: 103) is interpreted in many classical exegeses as a direct
reference to the Prophet’s household, suggesting that allegiance to divinely appointed leaders is a
prerequisite for unity (Huwayzi, 1994; Tabarsi & Mousavi Khorasan, 1982).

The jurisprudential foundations of unity necessitate a comprehensive legal framework that
integrates both textual and rational arguments. The principle of tagdeem al-ahamm (precedence of
the more important) illustrates how primary religious obligations must be upheld even when they
appear to be in conflict with secondary concerns. Islamic unity is undoubtedly crucial, but its
sustainability depends on adherence to fundamental doctrinal truths. Without wilayah, unity risks
becoming a political convenience rather than a theological imperative. The Prophet’s insistence on
the proclamation of Imam Ali’s leadership at Ghadir, despite potential opposition, underscores the
idea that religious principles must be upheld even at the risk of political discord (Amini, 2009).
Similarly, the rule of nafi al-sabil (negation of domination) prohibits any form of leadership that
compromises the autonomy of the Islamic Ummah, further reinforcing the necessity of divinely
guided governance (Bojnourdi, 1980). By employing a jurisprudential lens, this study argues that
unity devoid of legitimate authority is not sustainable, as it lacks the moral and theological grounding
required to withstand sectarian challenges. Additionally, the obligation to preserve the Islamic
system (wujub hifz al-nizam) mandates that the structural integrity of religious governance be
maintained through adherence to rightful leadership, preventing societal disintegration and external
influence (Mousavi Khomeini, 2011).

The role of wilayah in mitigating sectarian conflicts extends beyond theoretical discourse into
practical applications in contemporary Muslim societies. The failure to recognize divinely appointed
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leadership has historically contributed to doctrinal disagreements, social discord, and political
instability. The principle of amr bil-ma'ruf wa nahy 'anil-munkar (enjoining good and forbidding
evil) serves as a safeguard against deviations from Islamic teachings, with Lady Fatimah (peace be
upon her) exemplifying this duty through her vocal defense of Imam Ali’s right to leadership. The
sermons and political activism of Lady Fatimah demonstrate that wilayah is not a passive theological
construct but an active principle requiring advocacy and implementation (Majlisi, 1982). This study
emphasizes that unity in Islam cannot be reduced to superficial reconciliations but must be grounded
in principles that uphold the continuity of divine guidance. The socio-political landscape of the
Muslim world continues to reflect the consequences of deviations from wilayah, highlighting the
necessity of jurisprudential frameworks that reinforce legitimate leadership as a prerequisite for
lasting unity (Sharaf al-Din, 2004).

The findings of this study indicate that Islamic unity is not a product of political compromises but a
legal and theological construct embedded within the framework of wilayah. By integrating
jurisprudential principles with historical analysis, this research provides a multidimensional
perspective on how unity can be achieved without undermining fundamental religious doctrines. The
principles of no harm (la darar), precedence of the more important (tagdeem al-ahamm), and
negation of domination (nafi al-sabil) collectively form a coherent legal basis for understanding the
relationship between unity and guardianship. Additionally, the study presents practical
recommendations for modern Muslim societies, including fostering inter-sectarian dialogue based
on shared theological principles rather than political expediency. The research underscores the
importance of educating Muslim communities on the theological significance of wilayah, advocating
for a unity that is both doctrinally authentic and socially inclusive (Qara’ati, 2004).

In conclusion, the study establishes that true Islamic unity is contingent upon adherence to divinely
appointed leadership, as exemplified in the event of Ghadir. Jurisprudential principles affirm that
wilayah is the foundation upon which a cohesive and resilient Muslim Ummah can be built. The
historical analysis of post-Prophetic political developments demonstrates that deviations from
divinely sanctioned leadership have led to fragmentation, reinforcing the necessity of wilayah for
doctrinal and social stability. By synthesizing textual evidence, historical accounts, and legal
reasoning, this research provides a comprehensive model for achieving unity that does not
compromise religious authenticity. The study calls for a renewed commitment to the principles
established at Ghadir, arguing that only through wilayah can a sustainable and meaningful unity
among Muslims be realized.
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