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ABSTRACT

The validity and significance of official documents in comparison with other types of evidence hold a crucial position
in the legal systems of Iran and France, with distinct conditions and effects. These conditions can be examined in
the conflict between official documents and witness testimony, the conflict between official documents and
confession, and the conflict between official documents and private documents, each of which has different legal
implications. These effects can be analyzed in terms of proving ownership, the economic impact of document
registration on other types of evidence, increasing public revenue, enhancing investment, facilitating access to bank
credit, boosting transactions, monitoring national territory, and economic planning. Unlike Iranian law, French law
does not explicitly address the effects of conflicts between official documents and other types of evidence in its legal
provisions; rather, this issue is mainly governed by judicial practice. According to the general rule in French law,
the registration authority lacks judicial power and registers documents as long as they meet the necessary formal
requirements. An official document enjoys credibility in relation to other forms of evidence. Consequently, it suffices
for a transaction, upon which a seller bases a claim of ownership, to have been previously registered for that seller
to subsequently register a new transaction with a buyer, provided that the new transaction also meets the required
formal conditions for registration.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The comparative study of the conditions and effects of the conflict between official documents and

other evidence in Iranian and French law is a crucial subject in legal studies due to the fundamental
role of documentation in establishing ownership, contractual obligations, and legal certainty. The
credibility and evidentiary weight of official documents vary significantly depending on the
jurisdiction and the interplay between statutory law and judicial practice. In Iranian law, official
documents hold a privileged position due to their mandatory registration and state authentication,
rendering them superior to other forms of evidence such as witness testimony and private documents
(Tabatabai Hasari, 2008). In contrast, French law adheres to a more flexible approach, where the
credibility of official documents, although substantial, is subject to judicial interpretation and the
principle of free proof in civil matters. The conflict between official documents and witness
testimony, confession, and private documents presents different legal consequences in both legal
systems. In Iran, the Civil Code and the Registration Act explicitly prioritize official documents over
other forms of proof, thereby limiting the role of oral evidence and private writings in cases where a
registered document is available. This approach aims to enhance legal security, minimize disputes,
and prevent fraudulent claims (Jafari Langroudi, 1999). Conversely, in French law, the judicial system
plays a pivotal role in determining the admissibility and weight of conflicting evidence, reflecting a
more pragmatic and case-specific adjudicatory framework.

The conditions governing the conflict between official documents and other forms of evidence are
shaped by historical legal traditions, statutory requirements, and judicial interpretations. In Iran,
the registration of documents is mandatory for transactions concerning immovable property,
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thereby granting these documents absolute evidentiary value in legal proceedings (Shirani, 2010).
The Civil Code and procedural regulations stipulate that any claim contrary to the contents of an
official document cannot be proven by witness testimony, except in cases where fraud, forgery, or
error is established. This rigid framework ensures the supremacy of state-certified documents in
adjudicating property and contractual disputes, thereby reducing litigation and enhancing legal
certainty (Khadem Razavi & Shafiei, 2014). In contrast, French law does not impose an absolute
hierarchy among different forms of evidence. While notarized deeds and registered documents carry
significant weight, they do not automatically nullify the evidentiary value of other means of proof.
The French judicial system operates under the principle that evidence should be assessed holistically,
allowing courts to weigh the credibility of competing proofs based on contextual factors and
equitable considerations (Parastesh et al., 2021). This distinction underscores a fundamental
divergence between Iranian and French legal thought: whereas Iran prioritizes formalism and
documentary supremacy, France embraces judicial discretion and flexibility in the adjudicative
process.

One of the most significant consequences of the conflict between official documents and other
evidence is its impact on the establishment and protection of property rights. In Iran, the registration
of ownership transfers and real estate transactions is a legal prerequisite for their validity and
enforceability (Fayyazi Boroujeni, 2011). The absence of a registered document invalidates claims
based on private contracts, oral agreements, or witness testimony. This legal framework serves
multiple functions: it deters fraudulent claims, prevents multiple sales of the same property, and
fosters economic stability by ensuring the reliability of real estate transactions. Moreover, the
economic effects of document registration extend beyond property rights. The mandatory
registration of financial transactions contributes to tax revenue generation, enhances transparency
in commercial dealings, and facilitates access to credit by allowing financial institutions to assess the
legitimacy of ownership claims (Rouhi, 2001). In contrast, French law permits a broader range of
evidence in property disputes, allowing courts to consider additional proofs beyond registered
documents. While notarized deeds are preferred, they do not constitute an absolute barrier against
contradicting evidence. This approach, while promoting evidentiary flexibility, also introduces a
higher degree of legal uncertainty, particularly in cases involving conflicting ownership claims
(Shams, 2014).

The economic implications of document registration further illustrate the divergence between
Iranian and French legal traditions. In Iran, the enforceability of official documents contributes to
economic stability by facilitating investment, securing financial transactions, and enabling effective
land-use planning (Pour Rahim Qorqgachi & Amini, 2016). The legal requirement for document
registration ensures that financial institutions recognize registered ownership claims as legitimate
collateral for loans, thereby increasing access to credit and fostering economic development.
Additionally, the systematic documentation of transactions enhances public revenue by ensuring
compliance with tax obligations and reducing opportunities for tax evasion. The impact of these
measures extends to national economic planning, where the availability of accurate land records
facilitates government policies on urban development, infrastructure projects, and land
redistribution (Tavakoli, 2006). In contrast, the French approach, which allows for a broader range
of evidentiary proofs, provides greater flexibility but also introduces potential risks associated with
evidentiary disputes. The reliance on judicial interpretation in resolving conflicts between official
documents and other forms of evidence means that economic actors may face higher transaction
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costs due to legal uncertainties and the need for judicial validation of property claims (Fijaan &
Hosseini, 2017).

The interplay between official documents and other forms of evidence also affects the broader legal
framework governing civil and commercial transactions. In Iranian law, the binding nature of official
documents extends to various contractual relationships, including debt instruments, mortgage
agreements, and commercial contracts (Ancel, 1994). The supremacy of registered documents in
proving contractual obligations minimizes disputes and enhances the enforceability of agreements.
This strict evidentiary hierarchy reinforces the predictability and stability of legal transactions, which
is essential for fostering a secure business environment. In contrast, French law embraces a more
dynamic approach, wherein courts assess the probative value of conflicting evidence on a case-by-
case basis. This flexibility allows for equitable considerations and contextual evaluations but may
also create inconsistencies in judicial outcomes (Cornu, 2000). The French legal system’s emphasis
on judicial discretion reflects a broader philosophical commitment to balancing legal certainty with
fairness, a principle that contrasts with the more rigid formalism of Iranian law.

Ultimately, the comparative analysis of the conflict between official documents and other forms of
evidence highlights fundamental legal, economic, and procedural differences between the Iranian
and French legal systems. Iranian law prioritizes the supremacy of state-certified documents to
ensure legal certainty, economic stability, and efficient dispute resolution (Rassat, 2007). The
mandatory registration of ownership and contractual agreements serves as a cornerstone of legal
predictability, reducing the potential for evidentiary disputes and fraudulent claims. In contrast,
French law adopts a more flexible approach, allowing courts to assess the probative value of
competing evidence based on case-specific considerations. While this judicial discretion enhances
fairness and adaptability, it also introduces a degree of legal uncertainty that may affect economic
transactions and property rights. The implications of these differences extend beyond doctrinal
considerations, influencing broader policy debates on the role of formal documentation in legal and
economic governance. As legal systems evolve, the balance between documentary formalism and
evidentiary flexibility will continue to shape the trajectory of property rights, contractual
enforcement, and judicial decision-making in both Iran and France.
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