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ABSTRACT

The destruction of the environment and the extinction of animal species are among the major threats that, due to
human intervention and economic and commercial activities, have become serious dangers to contemporary
humanity. In Iranian society, this problem has been intensified by cultural weaknesses, outdated and prescriptive
laws, and poor enforcement of existing regulations, leading to the destruction of numerous ecosystems and the
extinction or reduction of rare animal species in various regions of the country. In the social and political domains,
the lack of support for non-governmental organizations and their structural weakness have resulted in the spread
of wildlife trade and the pursuit of profit from such activities. Therefore, the present study seeks to propose an ideal
model for the interaction between the government and civil society in the protection of wildlife. The main question
is: What mechanisms of interaction between the government and civil society exist in the context of wildlife
protection? The findings indicate that, regarding the interaction between the government and civil society in wildlife
conservation, several mechanisms can be identified: amending certain legal provisions concerning animal hunting—
particularly Article 6 of the Hunting Law; fostering cooperation between domestic and international civil
organizations; utilizing the potential of cyberspace and social networks; involving indigenous and local
communities in the protection of wildlife habitats; and promoting a public discourse through scientific and
educational institutions. In this framework, the government, acting as a facilitator and law reformer through the
inclusion of civil society and public organizations, and by creating the necessary conditions to benefit from
international and regional experiences, can play a significant role in improving and reforming legal frameworks and
regulations. The present paper employs a descriptive—analytical method and relies on library-based research tools.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The protection of wildlife has emerged as a major global concern, given the increasing pace of
environmental degradation and species extinction caused by direct and indirect human
interventions. These include overexploitation through hunting and commercial trade, as well as
pollution and habitat destruction, all of which have intensified ecological crises. At the international
level, diverse institutional mechanisms and legal frameworks have evolved to mitigate these threats
and preserve biodiversity. Prominent organizations such as the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), the World Bank’s Global Environment Facility, the World Wildlife Fund
(WWF), the Commission on Sustainable Development, and the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) have been instrumental in this regard (Ziaei Bigdeli, 2021). Their activities are
reinforced by international conventions such as the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (1979), and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (1971) (Arya
Parsa, 2014). In addition, the emergence of third-generation human rights, emphasizing the right to
a healthy environment, underscores the inseparable link between ecological sustainability and
human welfare. These frameworks provide a legal foundation for states and civil societies to
collaborate in protecting wildlife through conservation programs, enforcement mechanisms, and
environmental awareness campaigns. However, the effectiveness of these mechanisms depends
largely on the active engagement of national governments and civil society organizations that can
translate international obligations into local action.
Within Iran, wildlife conservation has historically suffered from inadequate institutional frameworks
and fragmented legal structures. Prior to the Islamic Revolution, environmental management was
primarily state-centric, embodied in top-down legislative measures such as the Hunting Law, which
lacked community participation and neglected socio-cultural contexts (Rafati Mehrabadi, 2021).
These command-and-control policies led to weak enforcement, minimal transparency, and limited
accountability. Even after the Revolution, while Article 50 of the Constitution recognized
environmental protection as a public duty, its practical implementation remained constrained by
bureaucratic rigidity and the absence of effective grassroots engagement. The persistence of
centralized policymaking and insufficient recognition of non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
has impeded meaningful community involvement in wildlife management. Consequently, despite
the formal acknowledgment of environmental rights, enforcement mechanisms have been
inconsistent and largely ineffective in deterring poaching, illegal trade, and habitat destruction. The
dominance of state agencies, combined with the lack of coordination among local and national
actors, has hindered the formation of a collaborative model that integrates governmental authority
with civil initiatives in wildlife protection.
A significant component of such integration lies in recognizing the participatory role of civil society
in shaping environmental and criminal legislation. The Environmental Protection and Enhancement
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Law of 1974, along with its 1992 amendment, particularly Article 6, expanded the responsibilities of
environmental institutions to include research, pollution prevention, and cooperation with NGOs
(Khazai, 2023; Pourasghar, 2007). This legislative framework implicitly endorses the involvement of
civil organizations in monitoring violations, reporting offenses, and proposing reforms. Through
active participation in lawmaking, civil society enhances accountability and transparency in
environmental governance (Shahbazi, 2011). Islamic jurisprudence also reinforces this participatory
ethos. Numerous hadiths emphasize humanity’s collective responsibility toward nature and animals,
portraying the earth as a sacred trust that must not be corrupted or wasted (Majlesi et al., 2024). The
teachings of the Prophet and Imam Ali (peace be upon them) explicitly highlight moral and legal
accountability for environmental degradation. In this context, state institutions and religious
authorities can jointly promote an ethic of stewardship that links moral duty with legal responsibility.
Moreover, civic engagement in revising Article 6 of the Hunting Law and scrutinizing the issuance
of “special hunting licenses” can deter legal loopholes that enable the commercial exploitation of
endangered species (Mirmohammadi Tabrizi et al., 2018). By strengthening participatory
policymaking and enforcing community oversight, the state can transform citizens from passive
observers into active stakeholders in wildlife protection.

Public education and information dissemination form another pillar of sustainable wildlife
protection. Cultural traditions in Iran contain deep ecological ethics, but modernization and
urbanization have diluted these values. Raising environmental awareness through schools,
universities, and local institutions is essential for rebuilding collective responsibility. NGOs and local
associations can act as intermediaries between government agencies and communities, fostering a
culture of accountability and empathy toward wildlife (Babcock, 2009). Environmental education
empowers citizens to identify threats, report abuses, and advocate for stronger legal reforms
(Vadaon, 2013). In accordance with Article 26 of the Constitution, which guarantees the freedom of
association, civil organizations can establish local conservation networks that reflect indigenous
ecological knowledge and historical identity. Media also play a transformative role: the absence of
specialized wildlife broadcasting and research platforms in Iran hampers public engagement.
Establishing dedicated media outlets and integrating wildlife studies into educational curricula can
institutionalize awareness. In the digital era, social media platforms amplify civil mobilization,
facilitate environmental campaigns, and enable rapid identification of animal cruelty cases (Sarkisa
et al., 2009; Uzun, 2012). Furthermore, monitoring the management of zoological parks and wildlife
sanctuaries through citizen journalism ensures accountability and transparency (Masjed Sarai &
Jabbari, 2016). Thus, environmental literacy, reinforced by participatory communication networks,
is critical to reshaping social norms and preventing ecological exploitation.

In parallel, constructive engagement through digital media and online platforms enhances the reach
of civil society in promoting wildlife conservation. The expansion of social media has transformed
the traditional boundaries of civic participation, enabling grassroots environmentalism to evolve into
a networked global movement. Within the Iranian legal framework, Article 24 of the Constitution
safeguards press freedom, provided it does not contravene public rights or Islamic principles, while
Article 50 mandates intergenerational environmental protection. Together, these principles
legitimize online activism aimed at safeguarding public environmental rights (Sagaris, 2018). Digital
platforms not only disseminate information but also create spaces for public deliberation and
mobilization around wildlife issues. Nevertheless, these networks also facilitate unregulated markets
for illegal animal trade, requiring effective monitoring and collaboration between government
agencies and civic groups (Khazai, 2023). Establishing transparent legal standards for online
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commerce, as well as local community organizations to oversee regional biodiversity, is vital for
curbing illicit activities (Shateri et al., 2021). Collaborative models that combine civic vigilance, public
education, and legal enforcement are essential for balancing freedom of expression with
environmental protection. In this respect, media-based advocacy and online civil participation are
indispensable mechanisms for institutionalizing sustainable environmental governance.

Finally, the global nature of ecological challenges necessitates an integrated international dimension
to Iran’s wildlife protection strategy. Species migration, climate change, and cross-border trafficking
demand multilateral cooperation and alignment with international environmental law. Civil society
organizations can serve as conduits linking domestic advocacy to global environmental governance
frameworks. Their participation in international conventions and networks not only enhances their
legitimacy but also facilitates access to financial, technical, and institutional resources (Movasaghi,
2021). Under international law, as reflected in the Danish Convention and related treaties, NGOs
possess the right to initiate legal actions based on documented evidence of environmental harm,
reinforcing the universal right to a healthy environment (Pourhashami et al., 2015). Accordingly, the
Iranian government must act as a facilitator, ensuring that domestic NGOs are legally empowered to
collaborate with international counterparts, share data, and participate in transnational
conservation initiatives. By integrating domestic legislation with international obligations, Iran can
modernize its legal framework, expand its environmental diplomacy, and strengthen public trust in
state institutions. This dual-track approach, combining national reform with global engagement,
ensures that wildlife conservation transcends local boundaries and becomes a shared responsibility
rooted in moral, legal, and ecological principles.

In conclusion, the ideal model of government—civil society interaction in wildlife protection depends
on mutual trust, shared responsibility, and institutional coherence. Governments must transition
from a command-and-control orientation to a facilitative and participatory framework that
empowers NGOs, local communities, and individual citizens to take active roles in conservation. Civil
society, for its part, must cultivate expertise, transparency, and accountability to complement
governmental efforts rather than oppose them. When domestic reforms are synchronized with
international collaborations, and when public awareness aligns with legal enforcement, the
protection of wildlife evolves from a fragmented policy objective into a holistic social commitment.
Ultimately, the harmony between governmental authority and civic participation forms the
cornerstone of sustainable environmental stewardship and intergenerational justice.
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