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ABSTRACT

Judicial oversight of administrative bodies is one of the most important mechanisms for ensuring the
rule of law and protecting citizens' rights against unlawful or unjustified actions by public institutions.
This form of oversight, developed to promote public accountability and ensure justice, has gained
significant attention in many countries in recent decades. In the Iranian legal system, judicial oversight
over administrative decisions and actions is primarily exercised through the Administrative Court of
Justice and the General Inspection Organization. The Administrative Court of Justice serves as the
specialized authority for handling citizens' complaints against administrative decisions and actions,
playing a crucial role in safeguarding individual rights. The General Inspection Organization, on the other
hand, is responsible for supervising the proper implementation of laws within governmental agencies. In
the U.S. legal system, judicial oversight of administrative bodies is carried out through four main
institutions. Federal courts, the U.S. Supreme Court, independent regulatory commissions, and quasi-
judicial bodies each have specific roles in ensuring the legitimacy of administrative decisions. Judicial
oversight in the United States is exercised through constitutional interpretation, legal constraints on
administrative powers, and the protection of fundamental rights. This study aims to conduct a
comparative analysis of the judicial oversight mechanisms in Iran and the United States by examining
their functions, jurisdiction, and effectiveness in ensuring due process and administrative justice.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Judicial oversight of administrative acts is a critical mechanism for ensuring the rule of law and

protecting citizens' rights against unlawful or unjustified actions by public institutions. This form of
oversight, aimed at promoting public accountability and ensuring justice, has gained significant
attention in many countries in recent decades. In the Iranian legal system, judicial oversight over
administrative decisions and actions is primarily exercised through the Administrative Court of
Justice and the General Inspection Organization. The Administrative Court of Justice serves as the
specialized authority for handling citizens' complaints against administrative decisions and actions,
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playing a crucial role in safeguarding individual rights. The General Inspection Organization, on the
other hand, is responsible for supervising the proper implementation of laws within governmental
agencies. In the U.S. legal system, judicial oversight of administrative bodies is carried out through
four main institutions: federal courts, the U.S. Supreme Court, independent regulatory commissions,
and quasi-judicial bodies. Each of these institutions has specific roles in ensuring the legitimacy of
administrative decisions. Judicial oversight in the United States is exercised through constitutional
interpretation, legal constraints on administrative powers, and the protection of fundamental rights.
This study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of the judicial oversight mechanisms in Iran and
the United States by examining their functions, jurisdiction, and effectiveness in ensuring due
process and administrative justice.

In the Iranian legal system, the General Inspection Organization plays a pivotal role in overseeing
the proper implementation of laws within governmental agencies. Established under various laws,
including the Law on the Formation of the General Inspection Organization of 1981 and its
subsequent amendments, the organization is tasked with continuous, extraordinary, and case-
specific inspections. The organization's mandate includes ensuring the proper execution of laws and
regulations, investigating complaints, and addressing administrative and financial misconduct
within government agencies. The General Inspection Organization also has the authority to request
the suspension of officials, issue non-detention security orders, and, in certain cases, recommend
temporary detention. These powers underscore the organization's role in maintaining administrative
integrity and accountability. The organization's oversight extends to all branches of government,
including the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, although its jurisdiction over the judiciary
is limited to administrative and financial matters. The General Inspection Organization's functions
are crucial in ensuring that government agencies adhere to the rule of law and that citizens' rights
are protected against administrative abuses (Gorji, 2008).

Another key institution in Iran's judicial oversight framework is the Administrative Court of Justice,
which is responsible for reviewing and annulling unlawful administrative decisions and regulations.
Established under Article 173 of the Iranian Constitution, the court has the authority to handle
complaints against government agencies, including ministries, state-owned companies, and
municipalities. The court's jurisdiction extends to reviewing the legality of administrative decisions,
ensuring that they comply with the law and do not infringe on citizens' rights. The Administrative
Court of Justice also has the power to review decisions made by quasi-judicial bodies, such as
administrative tribunals and disciplinary committees. The court's decisions are binding and can lead
to the annulment of unlawful administrative acts or the issuance of orders requiring government
agencies to fulfill their legal obligations. The court's role in safeguarding citizens' rights and ensuring
administrative justice is further reinforced by its ability to review decisions made by specialized
administrative bodies, such as tax commissions and labor dispute resolution committees. The
Administrative Court of Justice's functions are essential in maintaining the rule of law and ensuring
that government agencies act within their legal authority (Rasekh, 2009).

In the United States, judicial oversight of administrative acts is primarily carried out by federal
courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court. The oversight is rooted in the principle of judicial review,
which allows courts to review the legality of administrative decisions and ensure that they comply
with constitutional and statutory requirements. The Administrative Procedure Act (APA) provides
the legal framework for judicial review of administrative actions, outlining the grounds on which
courts can invalidate administrative decisions. These grounds include actions that are arbitrary,
capricious, an abuse of discretion, or otherwise not in accordance with the law. Courts also review
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administrative decisions to ensure that they do not violate constitutional rights or exceed the
agency's statutory authority. The U.S. Supreme Court has played a significant role in shaping the
scope of judicial review through landmark decisions that have clarified the boundaries of
administrative discretion and the extent to which courts can intervene in administrative matters.
The Court's decisions have emphasized the importance of ensuring that administrative agencies act
within their delegated authority and that their decisions are based on reasoned decision-making and
substantial evidence (Hadavand, 2008).

In addition to federal courts, independent regulatory commissions and quasi-judicial bodies also
play a role in overseeing administrative actions in the United States. These bodies, such as the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB), are tasked with
enforcing specific regulatory frameworks and adjudicating disputes within their respective domains.
While these bodies operate independently of the executive branch, their decisions are subject to
judicial review by federal courts. This dual oversight ensures that administrative agencies and
regulatory bodies act within their legal authority and that their decisions are subject to scrutiny by
an independent judiciary. The role of these bodies in enforcing regulatory compliance and
adjudicating disputes is crucial in maintaining the integrity of the administrative state and ensuring
that government agencies act in the public interest. The interplay between independent regulatory
bodies and the judiciary highlights the importance of checks and balances in the U.S. administrative
system (Fallon Jr, 2008).

The comparative analysis of judicial oversight mechanisms in Iran and the United States reveals both
similarities and differences in their approaches to ensuring administrative accountability and
protecting citizens' rights. In both systems, judicial oversight is a critical tool for ensuring that
administrative agencies act within their legal authority and that their decisions comply with
constitutional and statutory requirements. However, the institutional frameworks and legal
principles governing judicial oversight differ significantly between the two countries. In Iran, the
Administrative Court of Justice and the General Inspection Organization play central roles in
overseeing administrative actions, with a focus on ensuring compliance with Islamic law and the
constitution. In contrast, the U.S. system relies heavily on federal courts and independent regulatory
bodies to oversee administrative actions, with a strong emphasis on judicial review and the
protection of constitutional rights. Despite these differences, both systems share a common goal of
ensuring that administrative agencies act in the public interest and that citizens' rights are protected
against administrative abuses (Araei & Malek-Mohammadi, 2014).

In conclusion, judicial oversight of administrative acts is a fundamental aspect of ensuring the rule
of law and protecting citizens' rights in both Iran and the United States. While the institutional
frameworks and legal principles governing judicial oversight differ between the two countries, both
systems recognize the importance of ensuring that administrative agencies act within their legal
authority and that their decisions are subject to independent scrutiny. The comparative analysis
highlights the strengths and weaknesses of each system and underscores the importance of
continuous reform and adaptation to address emerging challenges in administrative governance. By
learning from each other's experiences, both countries can strengthen their judicial oversight
mechanisms and enhance their ability to ensure administrative accountability and protect citizens'
rights.
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