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ABSTRACT

Energy diplomacy is a branch of diplomatic relations aimed at ensuring energy security. Due to its
increasing impact on national security and the economy, energy has entered the domain of diplomacy
and foreign policy, strengthening both fields. This issue has led Russia, given its strategic position, to use
energy as a diplomatic tool. However, the outbreak of the Ukraine war has brought significant changes
and transformations in this type of diplomacy. In line with these developments, the present article seeks
to answer the question: What impact has the Ukraine war had on Russia’s energy diplomacy? Using a
descriptive-analytical research method, this study hypothesizes that "the Ukraine war appears to have
increased China's need for energy while reducing the European Union’s dependence on Russian energy."
The article’s conclusion indicates that, following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the use of energy
resources to achieve foreign policy objectives had the most significant influence in the post-Soviet space.
Russia has attempted to leverage energy as a tool to influence the domestic and foreign policies of
consumer countries. However, this process has been disrupted by the Ukraine war, preventing the
realization of these objectives.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The Ukraine war has significantly reshaped Russia’s energy diplomacy by altering its relationships

with key global energy markets, particularly the European Union and China. Energy diplomacy, as
an integral part of foreign policy, has long been a tool for Russia to exert influence, leveraging its vast
oil and gas reserves to assert its geopolitical interests. However, the war in Ukraine and the
subsequent sanctions imposed by Western countries, particularly the European Union, have forced
a major shift in Russia’s energy strategy. The immediate impact has been a reduction in European
reliance on Russian energy and a realignment of global energy flows. The European Union, which
previously depended on Russia for a substantial portion of its natural gas supply, has implemented
aggressive policies to diversify its energy sources. In response to these measures, European countries
have increased liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports from the United States, Qatar, and Australia
while strengthening energy ties with Norway and Algeria. The EU has also accelerated its transition
toward renewable energy sources, aiming to decrease long-term reliance on fossil fuels. This shift
has had profound implications for Russia, compelling it to seek alternative markets, with China
emerging as the primary beneficiary. The decline of European dependence on Russian energy has
underscored the growing fragility of energy as a geopolitical tool. Russia’s use of energy as a coercive
mechanism, demonstrated through past gas supply disruptions to Ukraine and European nations,
has lost much of its effectiveness due to increased energy diversification in Europe (Sadowska, 2022).
The European response has highlighted the importance of energy security and reduced the
vulnerability of member states to Russian energy leverage. As a result, Russia has had to restructure
its energy export strategy, redirecting supplies toward Asia, primarily China, and seeking to develop
new partnerships to offset losses in the European market.

The Ukraine war has also solidified China’s role as Russia’s primary energy partner, with increasing
energy exports strengthening economic ties between the two nations. China, which was already a key
consumer of Russian oil and gas, has capitalized on the geopolitical shifts to secure energy supplies
at discounted prices. In 2022, China significantly increased its purchases of Russian crude oil, coal,
and LNG, benefiting from reduced European demand and Western sanctions on Russian exports
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(Downs & Mitrova, 2023). Additionally, Russia and China have expanded their cooperation in energy
infrastructure projects, including gas pipeline agreements and the use of alternative currencies in
energy transactions to bypass Western financial restrictions. The Power of Siberia pipeline, which
began operations in 2019, has become a crucial component of Russia’s new energy strategy,
providing a stable and growing supply route for natural gas exports to China. The potential expansion
of this pipeline, alongside the newly negotiated "Far East Route" gas pipeline deal, reflects Moscow’s
strategic pivot toward the East (Interfax, 2022). The increasing reliance on China, however, presents
challenges for Russia. While the Chinese market offers an alternative to lost European revenues,
China’s negotiating position has strengthened due to Moscow’s lack of options. This dynamic has
allowed China to demand lower prices and more favorable terms, diminishing Russia’s ability to
exert influence over its energy exports. The energy relationship between Russia and China, therefore,
is evolving into a situation where Moscow is increasingly dependent on Beijing’s willingness to buy
its energy resources, potentially weakening Russia’s long-term economic and political leverage.

The sanctions imposed by Western nations, particularly the European Union, have further
exacerbated Russia’s energy challenges, limiting its access to critical energy infrastructure,
technologies, and financial systems. The EU has imposed multiple rounds of sanctions targeting
Russian oil, gas, and coal exports, including bans on crude oil imports, restrictions on financial
transactions, and prohibitions on European companies providing technology and expertise to
Russian energy firms. These measures have significantly disrupted Russia’s ability to maintain and
expand its energy sector. The loss of European investments and partnerships has hindered Russia’s
ability to develop new energy projects, forcing it to rely more heavily on domestic resources and non-
Western partners (Sadowska, 2022). The decline in European demand for Russian energy has also
accelerated global energy market shifts, as countries seek alternative suppliers to reduce dependency
on Russian resources. The rise of LNG as a flexible and geopolitically secure energy source has
particularly benefited suppliers such as the United States, which has increased its LNG exports to
European markets, further diminishing Russia’s role as a dominant energy supplier. The strategic
competition between Russia and other energy-producing nations has intensified, with Moscow
facing growing challenges in securing long-term contracts and maintaining stable export revenues.
The transformation of energy geopolitics has thus weakened Russia’s traditional energy dominance,
pushing it into a more precarious economic position where it must navigate increasing competition
and declining influence over global energy markets (Adolfsen et al., 2022).

The Ukraine war has not only altered Russia’s external energy relationships but has also had
significant domestic economic consequences. The Russian energy sector, a critical pillar of the
country’s economy, has faced declining revenues and increasing operational challenges due to
sanctions and shifting global demand. The European departure from Russian energy markets has
led to a surplus of supply, forcing Russia to sell its oil and gas at lower prices, particularly to Asian
buyers. The financial strain on Russian energy firms has been exacerbated by the withdrawal of
Western technology and expertise, creating difficulties in maintaining production efficiency and
developing new energy projects. Additionally, the growing reliance on China for energy exports has
placed Russia in a vulnerable position, as Beijing has secured increasingly favorable terms in
negotiations, reducing Moscow’s bargaining power. The long-term economic sustainability of
Russia’s energy sector is now in question, with potential declines in investment, technological
stagnation, and shrinking profit margins. These challenges have forced the Russian government to
explore new energy strategies, including deeper cooperation with non-Western partners, increased
investment in domestic energy infrastructure, and efforts to bypass Western financial restrictions
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through alternative payment mechanisms (Skalamera, 2023). Despite these adjustments, the
fundamental shift in global energy dynamics suggests that Russia’s traditional role as a dominant
energy power is eroding, requiring significant adaptation to maintain economic stability in the face
of ongoing geopolitical disruptions.

The impact of the Ukraine war on Russian energy diplomacy has also extended to broader global
energy trends, influencing energy security policies and the strategic calculations of other nations.
Countries previously dependent on Russian energy have accelerated efforts to diversify their supply
chains, invest in renewable energy, and develop strategic reserves to mitigate future energy crises.
The geopolitical instability caused by the war has heightened concerns over energy reliability,
prompting governments to reassess their long-term energy strategies. The emergence of China as
Russia’s primary energy market has also reinforced the importance of energy diversification, with
many countries recognizing the risks of overreliance on single energy suppliers. The global energy
transition toward renewables has gained momentum, driven by the need for greater energy
independence and sustainability. While Russia has sought to maintain its energy influence through
new partnerships and alternative markets, the broader trend suggests a diminishing role for fossil
fuel-dependent economies in shaping global geopolitics. The Ukraine war has thus accelerated pre-
existing shifts in energy diplomacy, pushing the world further toward a decentralized and diversified
energy landscape (Bovan, 2020).

In conclusion, the Ukraine war has fundamentally reshaped Russian energy diplomacy, reducing its
leverage over European markets, deepening its dependence on China, and accelerating broader shifts
in global energy geopolitics. The European Union’s concerted efforts to decrease reliance on Russian
energy, coupled with increasing sanctions and alternative energy strategies, have weakened Russia’s
ability to use energy as a political tool. While China has emerged as a crucial energy partner, the
evolving power dynamics suggest that Russia’s bargaining position has weakened, limiting its ability
to dictate energy terms. Domestically, the Russian energy sector faces mounting financial and
technological challenges, further complicating its long-term stability. The broader global energy
landscape is undergoing rapid transformation, emphasizing diversification, renewable energy
adoption, and increased energy security measures. As Russia navigates these challenges, its role in
global energy markets is likely to continue diminishing, requiring strategic adaptations to maintain
relevance in an increasingly multipolar energy environment.
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