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ABSTRACT

The principle of jurisdiction and the principle of lack of jurisdiction are significant consequences of the rule of law and serve as
tools for assessing the validity or invalidity of administrative decisions in guaranteeing the supremacy of the law. In public law,
the general principle is the lack of jurisdiction, and jurisdiction is considered an exception. Therefore, when an act or decision
by an administrative authority or institution is issued beyond the framework of legally prescribed competencies, it is deemed
null and void. However, there is no consensus on the elucidation and delineation of the concept, nature, and scope of jurisdiction.
Some legal doctrines define it within the realm of discretion, while others interpret it within the realm of authority. Consequently,
the concepts of jurisdiction and lack of jurisdiction must be analyzed and interpreted together to clarify the boundaries of
jurisdiction and the scope of power in legal science. This article, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks to explain,
distinguish, differentiate, and analyze the various types of jurisdictions and common cases of lack of jurisdiction in public law
from the perspective of the General Assembly of the Administrative Justice Court. By elaborating and clarifying the court’s
rulings, the present study concludes that this judicial body, while recognizing different types of jurisdiction and lack thereof,
generally aims to regulate and guarantee the scope of administrative jurisdiction. If a public official or institution’s jurisdiction
is not established based on legal principles and rules, its act or decision will be deemed invalid due to a lack of jurisdiction.
Findings indicate that the Administrative Justice Court defines "jurisdiction" as the legal power of administrative and judicial
bodies and, by emphasizing the principle of the rule of law, supervises the exercise of power by these entities. The research results
suggest that the General Assembly of the Administrative Justice Court, through its interpretation of the concept of jurisdiction,
strives to balance the exercise of legal powers by administrative bodies with the protection of citizens' rights, relying on the
conformity of decisions with legal principles and regulations. Moreover, this judicial institution generally advocates for a
restrictive interpretation of mandatory jurisdictions and a broad interpretation of discretionary jurisdictions. By providing
reasoned analyses of the General Assembly’s rulings, this study offers a comprehensive theoretical framework for a deeper
understanding of the concept of jurisdiction. It emphasizes that the interpretation of jurisdiction in this judicial body is regarded
as a legal power aimed at ensuring the enforcement of the law and preventing transgressions of established boundaries. These
findings can serve as a foundation for future studies and the revision of existing legal frameworks within Iran’s judicial system.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The principle of jurisdiction and the principle of lack of jurisdiction are fundamental tenets of the

rule of law, acting as pivotal mechanisms for evaluating the legality and legitimacy of administrative
decisions. In public law, the foundational assumption is the lack of jurisdiction, with jurisdiction
being considered an exception that must be established based on legal provisions. When an
administrative authority or public institution acts beyond its legally prescribed competencies, the
resultant act is deemed null and void. However, the precise definition, nature, and scope of

ST]




Canlow 9 Goi> (48 Saudti SS9 3

jurisdiction remain subjects of legal debate. Some legal doctrines conceptualize jurisdiction within
the framework of discretion, while others interpret it as a matter of authoritative competence
(Mo'tameni Tabataba'i, 2012). Consequently, a comprehensive analysis that juxtaposes jurisdiction
and lack of jurisdiction is required to delineate the precise boundaries of authority in legal science.
The present study, employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, aims to explicate, differentiate,
and analyze the various forms of jurisdiction and common cases of lack of jurisdiction in public law
from the perspective of the General Assembly of the Administrative Justice Court. By scrutinizing
and elucidating the court’s rulings, the research finds that the judicial body primarily functions to
regulate and ensure the proper exercise of administrative jurisdiction. When the jurisdiction of a
public official or institution lacks legal grounding, the resultant administrative act is invalidated due
to a lack of jurisdiction. The study indicates that the Administrative Justice Court conceptualizes
jurisdiction as the legal authority of administrative and judicial entities, emphasizing the principle
of the rule of law in overseeing the exercise of power by these bodies (Yavari, 2017). The research
further suggests that the General Assembly of the Administrative Justice Court, through its
interpretative approach to jurisdiction, seeks to strike a balance between the legal powers of
administrative bodies and the protection of citizens' rights, ensuring that decisions align with legal
principles and regulations. Moreover, the judicial institution generally advocates a restrictive
interpretation of mandatory jurisdictions while adopting a broader interpretation of discretionary
jurisdictions. By providing detailed legal analyses of the General Assembly’s rulings, this study offers
a theoretical framework for a deeper understanding of jurisdiction, underscoring that the court
regards jurisdiction as a legal authority designed to enforce the rule of law and prevent
transgressions of legally defined limits (Gorji Azandariani, 2017). These findings can inform future
studies and contribute to the refinement of existing legal frameworks within Iran’s judicial system.
The concept of lack of jurisdiction in public law, as analyzed in this study, underscores the necessity
of legal legitimacy in administrative actions. In contrast to private law, where individuals are
presumed legally competent unless proven otherwise, public officials and institutions lack
jurisdiction unless explicitly granted authority by law (Wade & Forsyth, 2014). This principle, derived
from the supremacy of law, dictates that no administrative body can make decisions or take actions
without a legal basis. The General Assembly of the Administrative Justice Court has reinforced this
principle through its rulings, affirming that any administrative act executed beyond the defined legal
competencies is inherently void (Emami & Ostovarsangari, 2013). The distinction between lack of
jurisdiction and abuse of authority is another crucial aspect highlighted in this study. While lack of
jurisdiction refers to actions taken without any legal authorization, abuse of authority pertains to
cases where a competent body exceeds its discretionary powers in a manner that undermines legal
principles (Molabigi, 2019). By distinguishing between these two legal constructs, the Administrative
Justice Court ensures that administrative bodies do not circumvent legal restrictions by misusing
their jurisdiction. The court’s rulings provide a critical safeguard against arbitrary governance,
ensuring that power remains confined within the limits prescribed by law (Vizheh, 2011).
Furthermore, the study illustrates how the court employs legal reasoning to maintain a balance
between administrative efficiency and adherence to the rule of law. In several cases, the General
Assembly has annulled administrative decisions due to lack of jurisdiction, reaffirming that
administrative discretion must always conform to statutory constraints (Vaezi, 2024).

The study also explores the role of judicial oversight in determining the limits of jurisdiction. Judicial
review serves as a mechanism to assess whether administrative actions align with established legal
mandates. The Administrative Justice Court, through its jurisprudence, has developed a framework
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for interpreting jurisdictional boundaries in ways that uphold legal integrity while allowing for
necessary administrative discretion (Barnett, 2007). The research demonstrates that the court’s
approach is characterized by a commitment to legal consistency, ensuring that decisions adhere to
established legal norms (Nejabati Khah, 2009). A significant aspect of the court’s rulings involves the
restrictive interpretation of mandatory jurisdictions and a broader interpretation of discretionary
jurisdictions. Mandatory jurisdictions, where administrative bodies are legally obligated to perform
specific actions, are construed narrowly to prevent overreach (Mashhadi, 2016). On the other hand,
discretionary jurisdictions, which grant administrative bodies some latitude in decision-making, are
interpreted more expansively to accommodate the complexities of governance. This dual approach
serves to protect individual rights while allowing administrative bodies sufficient operational
flexibility within legal parameters (Nikounahad & Kalvandi, 2021). The study highlights key cases in
which the court has delineated these distinctions, illustrating the legal reasoning that underpins its
rulings (Babazadeh & Yavari, 2014). Additionally, the study discusses the broader implications of
these judicial interpretations on public administration, noting that a well-defined legal framework
for jurisdiction enhances transparency, accountability, and legal certainty in governance
(Fallahzadeh et al., 2020).

In analyzing the interplay between jurisdiction and administrative authority, the study considers the
implications of legal interpretation on governance structures. One of the key findings is that judicial
oversight serves not only as a corrective mechanism but also as a preventive measure against
administrative overreach (Hedavand, 2015). The Administrative Justice Court has established legal
precedents that reinforce the principle that administrative actions must be firmly rooted in legal
authority (Hemmati, 2006). This judicial stance promotes adherence to the rule of law, ensuring that
governance practices align with constitutional and statutory requirements (Mousavi Zadeh, 2014).
The study further explores the procedural aspects of judicial review, noting that the court employs a
structured approach to assess jurisdictional claims. Through systematic legal reasoning, the General
Assembly of the Administrative Justice Court differentiates between legitimate jurisdictional
exercises and instances of unauthorized decision-making (Dworkin, 1978). By examining the legal
principles that govern administrative jurisdiction, this research sheds light on the court’s role in
shaping legal norms that enhance governmental accountability (Ponce, 2005). The findings indicate
that the court’s jurisprudence contributes to the refinement of legal doctrines that govern
jurisdiction, reinforcing legal stability within the administrative framework (Pollard et al., 2007).

In conclusion, this study underscores the critical role of the Administrative Justice Court in defining
and regulating jurisdiction within the Iranian legal system. By analyzing the court’s rulings, the
research demonstrates that jurisdiction functions as a legal safeguard against administrative
arbitrariness, reinforcing the principle of the rule of law. The study highlights the dual approach
employed by the General Assembly of the Administrative Justice Court—narrowly interpreting
mandatory jurisdictions while allowing broader discretion in discretionary jurisdictions—to strike a
balance between legal authority and administrative flexibility. The court’s rulings serve as a crucial
reference point for legal scholars and practitioners, providing a structured framework for
understanding jurisdictional limits. The findings suggest that continued judicial oversight and legal
analysis are essential for refining jurisdictional principles, ensuring that administrative actions
remain within legal confines while allowing for necessary governmental discretion. Future research
can build upon these findings to further explore the evolving nature of jurisdiction in administrative
law and its implications for legal and institutional governance.
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