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ABSTRACT

The Statement on the Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution, issued by the Supreme Leader in 2019, serves as a
roadmap for the progress and advancement of the country across various domains, including the economy. As a
fundamental pillar of national development, the economic component plays a vital role in societal growth and in
shaping a new Islamic civilization. A deeper and broader analysis of this component within the context of the Islamic
Revolution may contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of the global economic landscape and its
implications for the Islamic Revolution. This study aims to examine the economic dimension as a key and necessary
element in civilizational construction. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the research analyzes the content
of the Second Phase Statement and the Supreme Leader’s speeches through library-based research. The findings
indicate that the realization of a civilizational economic component is closely tied to the promotion of knowledge,
mobilization of public capacity, utilization of domestic resources, economic engagement with cooperative nations,
prevention of brain drain, integration of talent into various economic sectors, strengthening of transnational
relations, and the development of strategic infrastructure. In this context, the role of managers and decision-makers
in supporting, facilitating, and executing practical measures is of critical importance.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The Statement on the Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution, issued by the Supreme Leader of Iran

in 2019, serves as a strategic blueprint to guide the nation through a transformative journey toward
Islamic civilization. One of the core components addressed in this roadmap is the economic
dimension, which holds a pivotal role in shaping societal well-being and ensuring national
independence. Unlike Western capitalism, which emphasizes material profit and individual gain,
Islamic economic thought integrates justice, social responsibility, and collective prosperity. In this
light, economic development is not merely a material necessity but a foundational pillar for cultural
and spiritual civilization. The Islamic Revolution, rooted in values such as justice and equity,
challenges the hegemonic economic paradigms of the West and offers an alternative civilizational
trajectory. The Second Phase Statement emphasizes self-sufficiency, resistance economics, and
knowledge-based progress, aiming to counter external economic pressures while fostering internal
strength and resilience. Scholars have noted that Islamic civilization is predicated on inner
transformation and intellectual awakening, and that economic justice plays a central role in this
evolution (Nakhaei Aghmioni & Najjarzadeh, 2003). To realize the civilization-building goals of the
Islamic Revolution, a comprehensive economic strategy rooted in indigenous values and capacities
is essential.

Central to this approach is the conceptual distinction between "development" and "progress." While
development often refers to linear economic expansion influenced by Western models, progress in
Islamic terminology incorporates both material advancement and spiritual elevation. This dual focus
underscores the unique nature of Islamic civilization, which aspires to foster balanced human growth
across physical and metaphysical realms (Alaei, 2011). Economic structures must therefore align with
principles of justice, equity, and community well-being. This perspective finds resonance in
traditional Islamic thought, where poverty is seen not just as a social issue but as a potential threat
to religious integrity. The legacy of thinkers like Ibn Khaldun and modern commentators such as
Allama Jafari support the notion that economic organization reflects broader cultural and spiritual
frameworks (Jafari, 1978; Zamani, 2017). Accordingly, the economic vision articulated in the Second
Phase Statement calls for a model that is at once resistant to foreign domination, committed to social
equity, and capable of enabling the emergence of a new Islamic civilization. This calls for rejecting
rentier dependencies, especially on oil, and instead fostering industrial diversification, innovation,
and grassroots participation.

One of the primary prerequisites for realizing this civilizational economic model is the
transformation of national economic structures. Structural weaknesses such as over-reliance on
government control, inefficiencies in budgeting, and widespread financial waste must be addressed
through systemic reforms. The vision articulated by the Supreme Leader includes reducing
government intervention in favor of private sector participation, promoting transparency, and
institutionalizing meritocracy in economic management. Equally important is the shift toward a
knowledge-based economy, in which science and innovation are recognized as engines of growth. In
this context, the Islamic tradition emphasizes the primacy of knowledge, with the Prophet
Muhammad describing it as the leader of action (Sheikh Tusi, 2009). Modern economic models that
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prioritize knowledge-intensive industries, such as biotechnology and information technology,
exemplify how such a transformation can take shape. The experiences of countries like South Korea
and Singapore, which invested heavily in human capital and technological infrastructure, offer
valuable lessons in creating resilient and forward-looking economies (Nazarpour, 2017). Moreover,
the strengthening of research universities and their collaboration with industrial sectors can enhance
productivity and ensure the practical application of scientific discovery in national development.

Another cornerstone of the proposed economic model is the principle of resistance economy ( sl
sstis), which aims to safeguard national economic integrity in the face of external threats. This

strategy is not merely reactive but is grounded in the proactive mobilization of domestic capacities,
popular participation, and regional economic integration. Resistance economy, as articulated by the
Supreme Leader, envisions a self-reliant system that can endure sanctions and international
isolation while continuing to grow through indigenous innovation and production. It emphasizes
internal dynamism alongside strategic international engagement. Importantly, the resistance
economy does not equate to economic isolationism. Rather, it promotes active participation in global
markets through the export of high-quality domestic products and services. In this regard, the
emphasis on exporting to a wider array of countries—beyond a few dominant trade partners—is
critical for economic sovereignty. Moreover, integrating technological innovation, enhancing the role
of start-ups, and supporting local entrepreneurship are crucial in developing a diverse and resilient
economic ecosystem. These principles align with both classical Islamic values and contemporary
economic theory that prioritizes decentralization, competition, and equity.

Human capital development emerges as another vital component of the civilization-building
economy. A capable and educated workforce is the bedrock of innovation and productivity.
Therefore, investing in skills training, entrepreneurship education, and youth empowerment is
essential for sustained progress. The Second Phase Statement encourages the integration of young
talent into all aspects of national development, including strategic decision-making. Addressing
brain drain, which depletes the country’s intellectual and professional resources, requires creating
an environment where skilled individuals can thrive. This includes ensuring job satisfaction,
providing economic incentives, and maintaining respect for professional dignity. International
comparisons reveal that countries able to retain and empower their skilled labor pool achieve greater
technological advancement and social cohesion. Furthermore, fostering an entrepreneurial spirit
rooted in Islamic ethics and national identity can strengthen self-reliance and resilience. In this
framework, the state’s role is to create enabling conditions rather than exert control, promoting a
partnership between government, academia, and the private sector to achieve shared goals.

An equally crucial factor is the enhancement of international economic relations based on mutual
respect and strategic interests. A civilization-building economy must not only be internally strong
but also externally connected. Engaging in regional trade agreements, participating in global value
chains, and establishing joint ventures with technologically advanced countries can contribute
significantly to economic growth. Iran’s unique geopolitical position—linking East and West—offers
unparalleled opportunities for becoming a trade and transit hub. Expanding relations with
neighboring countries, leveraging regional economic blocs, and participating in multilateral
organizations can reduce dependency on volatile oil revenues and enhance the country’s economic
resilience. Such engagement must, however, be grounded in national interests and moral principles.
It is also necessary to establish a diplomatic framework—such as economic diplomacy divisions
within foreign ministries—to systematically pursue economic opportunities abroad. Successful

X




iy § Soli> add ga.“uas Sy iagh

examples from other nations illustrate that strategic integration into global markets, when combined
with domestic industrial capacity, can accelerate both material and cultural influence on a
civilizational scale.

In conclusion, the economic vision presented in the Second Phase Statement is not limited to
achieving growth in GDP or increasing exports. Rather, it reflects a comprehensive and value-driven
model that seeks to lay the foundation for a new Islamic civilization. It advocates for structural
reforms, knowledge-based production, economic justice, and popular participation, while also
emphasizing self-sufficiency and international engagement. The realization of this vision requires
coordinated action by policymakers, academics, entrepreneurs, and civil society actors. It demands
investment in education, support for innovation, reduction of economic inequality, and a consistent
commitment to moral and cultural values in economic planning. Only through such an integrated
and holistic approach can the Islamic Republic of Iran transition from resistance to resurgence, and
from national survival to civilizational leadership. The path is challenging, but the opportunity to
shape a future rooted in Islamic values and economic excellence is both urgent and attainable.
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