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ABSTRACT

The aim of the present study is to conduct a comparative analysis of gender justice in education from the
perspectives of Martyr Motahhari and John Rawls in order to propose a model. This research is applied
in terms of its objectives and employs a comparative content analysis approach for data collection.
Initially, data were gathered through note-taking and information recording, leading to the identification
of comparative components in the thoughts of Martyr Motahhari and John Rawls, with the purpose of
proposing a model. The research scope included books, articles, and studies that focused on the
comparative education perspectives of Martyr Motahhari and John Rawls, with the aim of proposing a
model. A total of 130 volumes were selected through purposive and criterion-based sampling, ensuring
their relevance and currency with the subject matter. The study encompassed all books, articles, and
published research, which were coded by various researchers using a coding method. The tools used for
data collection were note-taking from credible sources, articles, and documents, conducted in a library
or archival manner. The data analysis method involved coding techniques, including open coding, axial
coding, and selective coding. The findings indicated that the previous research conducted by other
scholars somewhat aligns with the results obtained in this study, and some of the indicators and
components identified in the present research are validated by previous findings. After reviewing and
studying the theoretical foundations, research background, and documentation in articles and with
researchers, 4 dimensions, 16 components, and 48 indicators were ultimately identified. These include
value-oriented components comprising 4 components and 12 indicators, anthropological components
comprising 4 components and 12 indicators, epistemological components comprising 4 components and

12 indicators, and psychological components comprising 4 components and 12 indicators.
Keywords: Perspective of Martyr Motahhari and John Rawls, Value-Oriented, Anthropological, Epistemological,
Psychological.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The study explores the concept of gender justice in education by comparing the perspectives of
Martyr Motahhari, an influential Islamic scholar, and John Rawls, a prominent Western
philosopher. The comparative analysis aims to construct a comprehensive model that integrates the
insights from both thinkers, thereby addressing the challenges of gender justice in contemporary
educational systems.
The concept of justice is fundamental to both Islamic and Western philosophical traditions, albeit
with differing interpretations and implications. Martyr Motahhari, grounded in Islamic
jurisprudence, views justice as an inherent aspect of divine order, emphasizing the equitable
distribution of rights and responsibilities according to individual capabilities and societal roles. He
argues that justice is achieved when individuals receive what they deserve based on their inherent
nature and efforts, rather than through uniform equality (Motahari, 2017). This approach highlights
the importance of recognizing natural differences between genders, advocating for a justice system
that respects these differences while ensuring that neither gender is disadvantaged or privileged
unjustly.

On the other hand, John Rawls approaches justice from a liberal philosophical perspective,
advocating for principles of justice that can be universally applied through a social contract. His
theory of justice as fairness is built on two main principles: the equal liberty principle and the
difference principle (Rawls, 2020). The equal liberty principle asserts that each person has an equal
right to the most extensive liberties compatible with similar liberties for others. The difference
principle allows for social and economic inequalities only if they benefit the least advantaged
members of society. Rawls's approach aims to ensure that all individuals, regardless of their gender,
have equal opportunities to succeed, with special provisions made for those in less favorable

positions.

The findings of this study revealed significant insights into the comparative perspectives of Martyr
Motahhari and John Rawls on gender justice in education. Through a rigorous content analysis of
relevant texts, four primary dimensions were identified: value-oriented, anthropological,
epistemological, and psychological components. Each of these dimensions was further broken down
into specific components and indicators, which together form a comprehensive framework for
understanding gender justice in the educational context from both Islamic and Western viewpoints.

K




iy § Soli> add ga.“uas Sy iagh

The study found that both thinkers, despite their different cultural and philosophical backgrounds,
emphasized the importance of justice as a foundational principle in education. However, their
approaches diverged in significant ways. Motahhari’s perspective focused on the inherent differences
between genders, advocating for a system that respects these differences while ensuring fairness. In
contrast, Rawls’s approach was more universal, emphasizing equal opportunities and the
minimization of inequalities across the board. The findings suggest that a balanced approach, which
integrates the recognition of gender differences with the commitment to equality, could provide a
more nuanced and effective framework for achieving gender justice in education.

The comparison of these two perspectives reveals both convergences and divergences. Both
Motahhari and Rawls recognize the importance of justice in structuring social institutions, including
education, and agree on the necessity of addressing inequalities. However, while Motahhari's
approach is rooted in the recognition of gender differences and the need for a complementary
distribution of roles and rights, Rawls's theory is more concerned with ensuring equal opportunities
and minimizing the impact of societal inequalities on individual life chances.

In the context of education, these differing perspectives lead to different implications for policy and
practice. Motahhari's view suggests that educational systems should be tailored to the different needs
and capabilities of males and females, ensuring that each gender can fulfill its potential within the
framework of Islamic principles. This might involve differentiated curricula or pedagogical
approaches that align with the distinct roles envisaged for men and women in society (Motahari,
2008). In contrast, Rawls's perspective would advocate for an educational system that provides equal
access to resources and opportunities for all students, regardless of gender, and seeks to eliminate

structural barriers that perpetuate inequality (Rawls, 2019).

The synthesis of these perspectives into a comprehensive model of gender justice in education would
involve balancing the recognition of gender differences with the commitment to equal opportunities.
Such a model would need to address the specific cultural and religious contexts in which education
occurs, ensuring that policies are both equitable and culturally sensitive. It would also require a
nuanced understanding of how gender roles are constructed and how they can be reformed to

promote both justice and social cohesion.

Ultimately, this comparative analysis underscores the complexity of achieving gender justice in
education. It highlights the need for a pluralistic approach that draws on diverse philosophical
traditions to create educational systems that are both fair and responsive to the needs of all students.
By integrating the insights of Martyr Motahhari and John Rawls, educators and policymakers can
develop strategies that are not only theoretically robust but also practically effective in promoting
gender justice in diverse educational settings.

This study contributes to the ongoing discourse on gender justice by offering a nuanced framework
that respects cultural diversity while advocating for universal principles of fairness and equity. The
proposed model, grounded in both Islamic and Western philosophical traditions, provides a valuable
tool for addressing the challenges of gender justice in education in a way that is both contextually
relevant and globally applicable.
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