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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted with the aim of examining the impact of the teachings of Imami (Ja‘fari) jurisprudence
on the political and economic participation of the people in Islamic society. The research adopted an analytical -
historical—conceptual approach and, drawing on a systematic review of sources, thematic analysis, and comparative
examination, sought to elucidate the normative, institutional, and functional dimensions of this influence. The
findings indicate that Imami jurisprudence, through the language of obligation (taklif) and religious legitimacy,
articulates a model of participation that goes beyond episodic involvement in political or economic arenas and is
instead defined as a continuous and multidimensional duty. Institutions such as endowments (awqaf), religious
seminaries (hawzah ‘lmiyyah), and markets operating under religious supervision, in addition to providing
sustainable economic resources, have created a foundation for preserving and enhancing social capital and political
cohesion. Historical-functional analysis shows that this model has demonstrated a high degree of resilience in the
face of external pressures and internal crises and is aligned with contemporary concepts such as the “resistance
economy.” The findings also reveal that the close linkage between religious legitimacy and institutional functionality
has transformed political and economic participation within this tradition into a durable practice that is largely
independent of governments. Nevertheless, the lack of empirical data on the current functioning of this model and
the need to employ modern theoretical frameworks to explain it represent gaps that should be addressed in future
research. This study concludes that the Imami model, by combining religious authenticity with institutional
dynamism, possesses significant capacity for the reconsideration and localization of participatory models in
contemporary Islamic societies.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The relationship between Imami (Ja‘fari) jurisprudence and political and economic participation in

Islamic society represents one of the most enduring yet insufficiently systematized themes in Islamic
political thought. Within the longue durée of Islamic civilization, Imami jurisprudence has
functioned not merely as a body of ritual or personal-status norms, but as a comprehensive
normative framework for organizing collective life, regulating authority, and structuring economic
relations. Rooted in the Qur’an, the Sunnah of the Infallibles, and an evolving tradition of rational
ijtihad, this jurisprudential system has consistently articulated participation as a religiously
grounded obligation rather than a discretionary civic act. The literature reviewed in this study
demonstrates that Imami jurists conceptualized political engagement, social oversight, and
economic activity as interconnected dimensions of moral responsibility, thereby transforming
participation into a continuous and multidimensional duty embedded in everyday religious practice
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(Rabbani, 2007). From an epistemological standpoint, this approach forges an intrinsic link between
legal obligation (taklif) and social responsibility, redefining political decision-making, economic
cooperation, and public accountability as extensions of religious commitment rather than merely
instrumental behaviors (Ojaqi, 2010).

Within this jurisprudential paradigm, political participation is construed far more expansively than
formal involvement in governance structures or electoral mechanisms. Classical and contemporary
Imami sources emphasize a wide spectrum of participatory practices, including consultation (shura),
moral counsel to rulers, public supervision of authority, resistance to injustice, and the safeguarding
of communal independence. These practices are anchored in foundational doctrines such as
enjoining good and forbidding evil, which function as institutionalized mechanisms for sustaining
political vigilance and collective responsibility (Rahmatollahi et al., 2015). The reviewed studies reveal
that this normative architecture fosters a duty-oriented political culture, wherein citizens perceive
engagement not as a response to transient incentives but as a permanent ethical requirement.
Importantly, this culture is not limited to moments of political stability; rather, it has historically
demonstrated resilience during periods of political marginalization, authoritarian rule, or external
domination. By embedding participation within a moral economy of obligation and legitimacy,
Imami jurisprudence provides a durable framework capable of sustaining political agency even in
the absence of formal power structures (Motahari, 2024).

Economic participation, in the Imami tradition, is inseparable from this broader conception of
political responsibility. The reviewed literature consistently underscores that economic activity is
framed as a morally regulated domain in which justice, social welfare, and communal solidarity take
precedence over individual accumulation. Jurisprudential principles governing property rights,
prohibition of exploitation, equitable distribution, and social responsibility converge to define
economic engagement as a collective enterprise oriented toward the preservation of social cohesion
and political autonomy (Nazem, 2020). Historically, these principles materialized through
institutional arrangements such as religious endowments (awqaf), market supervision under juristic
oversight, and systems of charitable redistribution. Such institutions did not merely provide material
support; they constituted infrastructural foundations for political participation by enabling financial
independence from ruling authorities and facilitating sustained civic engagement. The
interdependence of economic self-sufficiency and political agency emerges as a recurring theme
across historical and analytical studies (Hajizadeh, 2020).

A central contribution of the reviewed scholarship lies in its historical-functional analysis of Imami
institutions as engines of participatory resilience. During periods of political exclusion or sectarian
marginalization, Imami communities developed parallel structures—such as seminaries, scholarly
networks, and endowment-based economies—that ensured continuity of governance, education, and
social services independent of state control. Research focusing on the sixth Islamic century illustrates
how these networks integrated cultural production, economic support, and political coordination,
particularly in contexts marked by external threats and internal instability (Tabatabaeiniya et al.,
2022). Regional case studies further demonstrate that economic alliances and endowment systems
often served as instruments of political negotiation or resistance, reinforcing communal autonomy
while mitigating vulnerability to coercive power (Ramezanpour Mohammad et al., 2016). These
findings highlight the adaptive capacity of Imami jurisprudence, which translated normative
commitments into institutional practices capable of absorbing shocks and preserving participatory

continuity.
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Methodologically, the systematic review underpinning this study synthesizes analytical—
jurisprudential, historical—civilizational, and comparative approaches to uncover recurrent patterns
linking legitimacy, institutional design, and participation. Across diverse sources, three dominant
themes emerge: the centrality of religious legitimacy as a motivator of participation, the pivotal role
of autonomous institutions in sustaining engagement, and the reciprocal reinforcement of political
and economic agency. While jurisprudential analyses provide robust normative grounding, historical
studies supply empirical illustrations of how these norms operated within concrete social settings.
However, the literature also reveals notable gaps, particularly the scarcity of empirical research
examining contemporary manifestations of these traditional institutions and their relevance to
modern participatory frameworks. The absence of systematic integration with contemporary
theories of civic participation and social capital limits the explanatory reach of existing studies,
underscoring the need for interdisciplinary engagement (Rahmatollahi et al., 2015; Yaqoubi, 2015).
From a contemporary analytical perspective, the findings suggest that the Imami model of
participation offers significant conceptual resources for rethinking participatory governance in
modern Islamic societies. The convergence of religious legitimacy and institutional autonomy
generates a form of participation that is neither state-dependent nor episodic, but structurally
embedded and socially reproduced. This configuration aligns closely with contemporary notions of
societal resilience and community-based economic governance, including what is now termed the
“resistance economy.” By situating economic self-reliance within a moral and legal framework,
Imami jurisprudence historically cultivated participatory practices capable of enduring political
disruption and economic constraint. The reviewed studies collectively indicate that revitalizing these
principles—while adapting them to current socio-political contexts—could enhance the sustainability
and legitimacy of participatory models in the twenty-first century.

In conclusion, this extended review demonstrates that Imami jurisprudential teachings have
historically generated a coherent and resilient model of political and economic participation
grounded in religious obligation, institutional autonomy, and social solidarity. By integrating
normative legitimacy with functional institutions, this model transformed participation into a
durable social practice largely independent of fluctuating political authorities. The synthesis
presented here underscores the capacity of Imami jurisprudence to inform contemporary debates on
participatory governance, economic justice, and social cohesion in Islamic societies. While future
research must address empirical limitations and engage more fully with modern theoretical
frameworks, the Imami experience offers a rich, historically tested foundation for reimagining
participatory models that balance authenticity, adaptability, and collective responsibility.
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