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ABSTRACT

The principle of the relativity of judicial decisions is one of the important principles in Iranian law and the common law legal
system, the effects of which can be examined in areas such as obligations, inheritance, contracts, and civil liability. The purpose
of this research is to analyze the effects of this principle in the aforementioned areas and to clarify its applications within the
legal systems under consideration. This study was conducted using a descriptive—analytical method and, through library-based
sources and comparative analysis between Iranian law and the common law system, examines the effects of the principle of the
relativity of judicial decisions. The findings indicate that in Iran this principle is defined primarily within the framework of civil
law and civil procedure law, and in matters such as contracts and obligations, emphasis is placed on the effect of judicial decisions
being limited solely to the parties to the dispute. In the common law legal system, this principle is also applied more broadly in
areas such as civil liability and inheritance; however, greater flexibility is evident in certain specific cases. The principle of the
relativity of judicial decisions plays a fundamental role in safeguarding the rights of litigating parties and preventing judicial
decisions from affecting third parties. Nevertheless, differences exist in the manner of implementing this principle between the
Iranian legal system and the common law system, arising from the legal distinctions between these two systems. It is
recommended that, by drawing on the experiences of the common law system, reforms be introduced into Iranian law in order
to enhance the efficiency of this principle.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The principle of the relativity of judicial decisions constitutes one of the foundational doctrines in
both Iranian law and the common law legal system, functioning as a safeguard against the
uncontrolled extension of judicial effects beyond the immediate parties to a dispute. This principle
is rooted in the idea that judicial rulings are inherently contextual and should not impose binding
consequences on individuals who neither participated in the proceedings nor had an opportunity to
present their claims or defenses. In Iranian law, the principle has been traditionally articulated
through civil law doctrines and procedural norms emphasizing party autonomy, legal certainty, and
the protection of third parties from unforeseen legal burdens, particularly in the areas of contracts,
obligations, inheritance, civil liability, and property rights (Ghamami, 2023; Ghasemzadeh, 2022).
Similarly, in the common law tradition, while judgments are formally binding only inter partes, their
persuasive or precedential value creates a complex relationship between relative effect and systemic
coherence, allowing courts to balance legal certainty with adaptability (Davis, 2017; Johnson, 2020).
The present study situates the principle of relativity within these two legal traditions and
demonstrates that, despite shared conceptual foundations, the operational logic and scope of the
principle differ substantially due to structural, philosophical, and institutional distinctions between
codified and precedent-based legal systems. By examining doctrinal sources and judicial practices,
the study highlights how the principle operates as both a rule of limitation and a mechanism of
justice, preventing judicial overreach while ensuring that rights and obligations remain anchored to
procedural participation and legal legitimacy (Salehi Zahabi, 2010).
From a methodological perspective, this research adopts a descriptive—analytical and comparative
approach grounded in library-based legal sources, statutory analysis, jurisprudential writings, and
doctrinal interpretations. The study systematically examines the manifestations of the principle of
relativity across multiple substantive legal domains in Iranian law, including contractual obligations,
non-contentious (hasbi) matters, civil liability, ownership disputes, and procedural rulings, and then
contrasts these findings with corresponding doctrines in the common law system. Particular
attention is paid to statutory provisions governing contractual effects, judicial authority in non-
adversarial proceedings, and the limits of liability transfer, as well as to judicial opinions and
scholarly analyses addressing the binding scope of judgments (Jalilian & Hayati, 2014; Taherkhani,
2015). In the common law context, the study explores how stare decisis, judicial discretion, and
equitable considerations interact with the principle of relativity, allowing courts to maintain inter
partes binding force while simultaneously shaping broader legal standards (Brown, 2018). The
comparative framework enables a nuanced understanding of how similar legal concerns—such as
protection of third-party rights, procedural fairness, and systemic stability—are addressed through
different normative techniques. This methodological design allows the study to move beyond formal
similarities and uncover the deeper functional rationales underlying the principle in each legal
system.
The findings of the study indicate that in Iranian law, the principle of the relativity of judicial
decisions is applied with a strong emphasis on formal limitation, particularly in contractual and civil
liability contexts, where judgments are strictly confined to the parties and their legal successors
unless explicit statutory exceptions apply. Iranian jurisprudence consistently reinforces the idea that
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extending judicial effects to third parties risks violating legal security and procedural justice,
especially in matters involving property, inheritance, and personal status (Ghamami & Mohseni, 2011;
Hayati, 2014). In non-contentious matters, however, the study reveals a more nuanced application,
where judicial decisions—although formally relative—may indirectly affect third parties due to the
public or protective nature of such proceedings, especially in cases involving guardianship or
succession (Al-Mawardi, 1986; Salehi Zahabi, 2010). In the sphere of civil liability, the research
highlights doctrinal debates concerning the transferability of liability and the enforceability of
private agreements against injured third parties, demonstrating that Iranian legal thought largely
resists extending contractual arrangements to the detriment of non-participating victims (Beheshti
& Mardani, 2010; Saket, 2003). These findings underscore the dominance of a protective, rights-
centered conception of relativity in Iranian law, grounded in codified norms and cautious judicial
interpretation.

In contrast, the analysis of the common law system reveals a more flexible and dynamic application
of the principle of relativity, shaped by the interaction between individual case binding force and the
broader normative influence of judicial precedents. While judgments in common law jurisdictions
are formally binding only on the parties to the dispute, their reasoning and legal principles frequently
exert significant influence on future cases through the doctrine of precedent, thereby creating an
indirect extension of judicial impact beyond the original litigants (Davis, 2017; Wilson, 2019). The
study demonstrates that this dual structure allows common law systems to preserve the inter partes
nature of judgments while simultaneously promoting consistency, predictability, and legal
development. Moreover, the relative nature of judgments in common law enhances judicial
independence by permitting courts to distinguish or depart from prior decisions when factual or
social conditions differ, thereby preventing rigid formalism (Johnson, 2020). The findings further
indicate that this flexibility plays a crucial role in reducing legal conflicts and adapting legal norms
to evolving societal needs, without formally compromising the principle that judgments should not
impose direct obligations on third parties (Smith, 2015). As such, the common law approach reflects
a functional balance between individual justice and systemic coherence.

The comparative discussion reveals that although Iranian law and the common law system share a
commitment to the core idea of judicial relativity, they diverge significantly in terms of
implementation and underlying justification. Iranian law emphasizes formal legal boundaries and
statutory clarity as the primary means of protecting third parties, whereas common law relies more
heavily on judicial reasoning, ethical norms, and institutional trust to regulate the broader effects of
judicial decisions (Omar & Khalil, 2004; Thomas, 2005). The study argues that these differences stem
from contrasting legal cultures: a codified, rule-oriented tradition in Iran versus a case-based,
evolutionary tradition in common law systems. Importantly, the research identifies potential areas
where Iranian law could benefit from selective adaptation of common law experiences, particularly
in enhancing judicial flexibility and interpretive coherence without undermining legal certainty
(Mohebbi, 2011). Such adaptations could contribute to a more balanced application of the principle,
allowing Iranian courts to address complex, multi-party disputes more effectively while maintaining
robust protections for third parties.

In conclusion, the principle of the relativity of judicial decisions emerges as a central instrument for
maintaining justice, legal security, and procedural fairness in both Iranian law and the common law
legal system. While the two systems adopt different normative strategies and institutional
mechanisms, both ultimately seek to prevent judicial decisions from producing unjust or unforeseen
consequences for individuals outside the scope of litigation. The comparative analysis demonstrates
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that the strength of the principle lies not in its rigidity, but in its capacity to mediate between
individual rights and systemic needs. A more nuanced and context-sensitive application of judicial
relativity—drawing on comparative insights—can enhance the effectiveness of legal systems in
addressing contemporary legal challenges while preserving the foundational values of fairness and
legal certainty.
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