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ABSTRACT

Cultural crimes refer to a category of offenses that fall within the domain of cultural conflicts, are grounded in
deviant cultural patterns, and inflict harm upon public and social culture. Examples include insult, the
establishment of gambling houses, the production, preparation, and distribution of obscene materials, crimes
against public morality, harassment of women and children, and similar acts. These crimes can be classified into
four categories: those related to cultural property, those related to behavior, those related to dress codes, and those
related to the dissemination of immorality. Based on theoretical and library-based findings, non-penal measures in
response to cultural offenses and criminal violations are more effective and sustainable than purely punitive
responses. Accordingly, the proper utilization, development, and conceptual clarification of public oversight have
been identified as one of the most significant strategies for controlling cultural crimes. In line with this, a field study
was conducted using a questionnaire distributed among 583 participants in the city of Mashhad. The study was
carried out based on instances of cultural crimes occurring in this city and employed a stratified, specialized,
descriptive, analytical, inferential, random, and intelligent methodological approach. The findings indicate that,
considering the various manifestations of cultural crimes, public oversight in controlling such crimes encompasses
two stages: before the commission of the crime and during its commission. Cultural authorities are effective in the
stages of socialization, social prevention, and pre-offense intervention, while public actions contribute through
situational control and situational prevention during the commission of the crime. Public oversight in controlling
cultural crimes is grounded in the cultural context of the social environment, the offender, and the victim. From a
technical and specialized perspective, it extends beyond the traditional concept of “enjoining good and forbidding
evil.” Furthermore, 92% of the participants in the field study emphasized the positive impact of public oversight in
controlling cultural crimes.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Cultural crimes constitute a specific category of socially harmful conduct rooted in cultural conflict,
cultural deviance, and the violation of public norms, values, and collective moral expectations.
Unlike ordinary criminal behavior, which may primarily target individual interests, property, or
bodily integrity, cultural crimes directly affect the symbolic, normative, and identity-based
foundations of society. They include offenses such as insult, harassment of women and children,
establishment of gambling places, production and distribution of obscene materials, offenses against
public morality, violations related to improper public behavior, crimes involving cultural property,
and offenses connected with the dissemination of immorality. In cultural criminology, crime is not
merely treated as a legal breach but is examined as a cultural phenomenon shaped by meaning,
identity, representation, social reaction, and symbolic conflict (Ferrell et al., 2015; Presdee, 2017).
Therefore, cultural crimes may be understood as behaviors that emerge from the interaction between
criminal subcultures, deviant subcultures, disciplinary subcultures, and dominant social norms.
From this perspective, criminalization in the cultural sphere depends not only on statutory
recognition but also on the extent to which a given act disrupts public culture, collective beliefs,
accepted social customs, and the normative order of the community (Aghaei, 2018; Zeinali, 2017).
Accordingly, the present study examines the role of public oversight in controlling cultural crimes,
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with Mashhad as the case study, and seeks to clarify whether public supervision can operate as an
effective non-penal and preventive mechanism within participatory criminal policy.

The theoretical basis of the study rests on the distinction between punitive state-centered responses
and community-based preventive responses. Control of cultural crimes, in this framework, does not
primarily refer to intensifying punishment or expanding coercive criminal justice mechanisms;
rather, it refers to reducing the conditions that facilitate the commission, normalization, repetition,
and diffusion of cultural offenses. Preventive criminology emphasizes that non-penal strategies may
produce more stable and socially sustainable outcomes than purely punitive measures, particularly
where the offense is closely tied to public values, socialization, everyday conduct, and collective
cultural expectations (Ebrahimi, 2011; Najafi Abrandabadi, 2012). Public oversight is therefore
conceptualized as a complementary mechanism alongside formal state supervision. It includes the
active, conscious, and responsible participation of citizens, civil society organizations, professional
associations, media institutions, and community actors in identifying, reporting, discouraging, and
socially responding to cultural deviance. This form of oversight is horizontal, network-based, and
society-centered; it does not replace official control, but strengthens it by expanding preventive
capacity within the social environment. In this sense, public oversight is linked to participatory
criminal policy, social prevention, situational prevention, restorative orientations, and community-
based responses to crime (Jamshidi, 2015; Rahimi Nejad, 2018; Samavati Pirouz, 2006). The study also
distinguishes public oversight from the traditional concept of enjoining good and forbidding wrong,
arguing that public oversight has a broader technical and criminological meaning that includes
education, social awareness, victim support, reporting mechanisms, environmental control, and civic
responsibility.

Methodologically, the study employed a descriptive, analytical, inferential, and field-based design,
supported by theoretical and library-based analysis. The field component was conducted in Mashhad
through a questionnaire distributed among 583 participants over a four-month period. The sample
was selected through stratified, random, intelligent, and specialized sampling procedures and
included respondents from different occupational and social groups, such as individuals active in
urban services, culture and art, legal and judicial professions, and other social groups. The
questionnaire examined the perceived role of public, social, security, systemic, urban, and civic
oversight in controlling cultural crimes. The reliability of the questionnaire was assessed using
Cronbach’s alpha, which indicated an acceptable level of internal consistency. The selection of
Mashhad as the case study is significant because the city contains diverse cultural, religious,
economic, urban, and social environments, including central urban areas, relatively affluent
districts, underprivileged neighborhoods, and marginal settlements. Such diversity makes Mashhad
an appropriate context for examining how cultural crimes and public oversight operate differently
across social environments. The study also considers the importance of neighborhood structure,
social cohesion, marginalization, migration, informal occupations, and unequal access to cultural
and educational resources in shaping crime-prone environments. This is consistent with
criminological views that connect deviance and crime to social pathology, neighborhood conditions,
social disorganization, and the weakening of informal social control (Ahmadi, 2005; Farjad, 2004;
Messner et al., 2015; Sotoudeh, 2016).

The findings show that public oversight is widely perceived as an effective mechanism for controlling
cultural crimes. According to the field data, 92.7% of the respondents believed that oversight has a
high impact on controlling cultural crimes. Among those employed in urban services, 90.7%
evaluated the effect of oversight as high; among those active in culture and art, 91% held this view;
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among legal and judicial professionals, 93.3% expressed the same assessment; and among other
occupational and social groups, the rate reached 96%. These findings indicate a strong social
consensus regarding the preventive and controlling function of public oversight. However, the study
also reveals that the concept of oversight remains ambiguous in public and institutional discourse.
Oversight is sometimes confused with intervention, moral policing, direct confrontation, or the
traditional notion of enjoining good and forbidding wrong, while in criminological terms it must be
understood as a structured, lawful, proportionate, and context-sensitive mechanism of prevention
and social regulation. Oversight in cultural crimes differs from oversight in economic,
administrative, or violent crimes because cultural offenses are often embedded in social meaning,
public sensitivities, symbolic conduct, and culturally contested boundaries. Therefore, effective
oversight requires clarification of who supervises, how supervision is exercised, at what stage it is
applied, and within what legal and ethical limits it operates. Without such conceptual clarification,
public oversight may either become ineffective or may generate conflict with individual autonomy,
privacy, civil freedoms, and public order (Gassin & Ebrahimi, 2013; Gassin & Keynia, 2006; Matza et
al., 2011).

The results further indicate that public oversight in controlling cultural crimes operates across three
temporal stages: before the commission of crime, during the commission of crime, and after the
commission of crime. In the pre-offense stage, cultural institutions, families, schools, media, and
educational systems play a crucial role through socialization, public education, social prevention,
and the formation of normative awareness. In the stage of commission, public participation may
appear through situational prevention, environmental control, reporting, civic warning, and public
sensitivity toward crime-prone spaces. After the commission of crime, oversight often takes the form
of whistleblowing, reporting, victim support, civic advocacy, and demands for accountability.
Nevertheless, the study emphasizes that the most constructive role of public oversight lies in the first
two stages, before and during the offense, because excessive reliance on post-offense reporting may
merely transform public participation into an extension of punitive state control. The findings also
show that civil society organizations and non-governmental organizations may contribute to
controlling cultural crimes, especially by supporting victims, providing social assistance, reporting
cultural harms, mediating between citizens and institutions, and strengthening civic responsibility.
Yet their role remains limited where crimes lack direct victims or where legal frameworks define
their function mainly in relation to judicial proceedings rather than prevention. This demonstrates
that public oversight requires legal, cultural, institutional, and educational infrastructure if it is to
remain preventive rather than punitive (Abbachi, 2004; Amin Saremi, 2001; Garland & Gholami, 2016;
Momtaz, 2002).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that public oversight has a meaningful and potentially decisive
role in controlling cultural crimes, particularly when understood as a preventive, participatory, and
community-based mechanism rather than as coercive intervention or informal punishment. Cultural
crimes are rooted in the relationship between conduct, social meaning, cultural norms, and collective
identity; therefore, their control cannot be achieved solely through formal criminal justice responses.
The case of Mashhad shows that citizens and social groups generally recognize the effectiveness of
oversight, but the practical success of this mechanism depends on conceptual clarity, civic education,
institutional trust, respect for individual rights, and the development of lawful channels for
reporting, prevention, and social participation. Public oversight should therefore be designed as a
complementary structure that connects families, schools, cultural institutions, municipalities, civil
society organizations, media, and formal justice institutions. Its most effective function lies in
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preventing the formation of crime-prone cultural conditions, strengthening social responsibility,
supporting victims, and enabling the community to respond to cultural harms without undermining
civil liberties or intensifying punitive control. Thus, the control of cultural crimes within
participatory criminal policy is possible when public oversight is organized, rights-based, socially
legitimate, and adapted to the cultural conditions of each urban environment.
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