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ABSTRACT

Ensuring the security of individuals in society while observing human rights principles is one of the duties of
governance. However, while emphasizing the importance and necessity of this duty, the present study seeks to
explain the effect of the role and participation of the people in achieving desirable and sustainable security.
Certainly, security that derives from the cooperation, solidarity, and synergy of different social groups with the
institutions responsible for security will be sustainable and inviolable. Since there are many commonalities,
especially in some important human rights categories such as the right to life, human dignity, the right to freedom,
the rights to education and training, and similar matters, between Islamic human rights and what is referred to as
universal human rights, despite the foundational and fundamental differences between Islamic human rights and
what we believe in as the rights of the nation based on our country’s Constitution, and despite the fact that this issue
has become a point of pressure, bargaining, and exploitation by major powers, it is necessary to design a model that
includes explanatory, defensive, and offensive approaches for interaction within this framework. Consequently,
because human rights and human security focus on a single subject, namely “human dignity,” and on the
development of different dimensions of human life, including individual, social, and international dimensions, they
have the capacity to overlap with and reinforce one another. Human rights provide the legal and juridical
foundations necessary for realizing human security strategies, namely “protection” and “empowerment.”
Conversely, by emphasizing the operational dimensions of international human rights instruments, particularly
economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as the securitization of certain concerns shared with human rights,
human security provides the necessary support for the objectives explicitly stated in international human rights
instruments.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The contemporary problem of human rights has become one of the central concerns of international
law, constitutional governance, and security studies because the legitimacy of public authority is
increasingly assessed through its capacity to secure public order while preserving the inherent
dignity, liberty, and basic rights of individuals. The inclusion of human rights among the purposes
and principles of the United Nations transformed human rights from a purely domestic concern into
an international legal and political standard, and this development reshaped the classical doctrine
of sovereignty by placing human dignity at the center of global legal discourse (Zakerian & Mokhtari,
2019). Within this framework, security oversight cannot be understood merely as a technical function
of intelligence, policing, or institutional control; rather, it must be treated as a legally bounded and
normatively accountable practice whose legitimacy depends on its compatibility with human rights
standards. Human rights, in this sense, refer to the basic rights belonging to every person by virtue
of human nature and human dignity, independent of nationality, race, language, religion, social
status, political affiliation, or other accidental characteristics (Ghari Seyed Fatemi, 2019). The
conceptual foundation of the study is therefore based on the idea that security and rights are not
mutually exclusive categories. Security is itself a fundamental condition for the exercise of other
rights, yet if pursued without legal limitation, proportionality, accountability, and respect for human
dignity, it may become a source of rights violations. Accordingly, the human rights dimensions of
security oversight require a balanced model through which the state’s duty to protect society from
threats is reconciled with the duty to preserve civil liberties, judicial guarantees, privacy, freedom of
expression, and public participation.
The objective of this study is to explain the human rights dimensions of security oversight by
examining the relationship between human rights, national security, human security, constitutional
guarantees, international supervisory mechanisms, and public participation in the production of
sustainable security. The article proceeds from the assumption that desirable security is not achieved
through coercion alone, but through cooperation, solidarity, public trust, institutional legality, and
the active participation of citizens. In this regard, security is understood as a condition in which
individuals live without fear for their life, dignity, property, moral interests, freedoms, and legal
rights; such a definition emphasizes both the objective dimension of protection against threat and
the subjective dimension of freedom from anxiety and fear (Markaz Malmiri, 2006). The study further
distinguishes between negative and positive dimensions of security: the negative dimension
concerns protection from interference, arbitrary arrest, torture, intrusion into privacy, and unlawful
coercion, while the positive dimension requires institutional measures that enable individuals to
actually experience security in social life (Monfared & Tabatabaei, 2017). From this perspective,
security oversight must operate through law, not above law. Constitutional principles such as legality
of crimes and punishments, presumption of innocence, prohibition of torture, protection of privacy,
freedom of belief, freedom of expression, the right to a fair trial, and the right to counsel are not
obstacles to security; they are legal conditions for legitimate security. The Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran recognizes multiple instances of human rights and public freedoms, including
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political and social liberties, public security, judicial security, protection against arbitrary detention,
and the rights of minorities and vulnerable groups (Mehrpour, 2018).

The research method is descriptive-analytical and library-based, relying on constitutional texts,
international human rights instruments, legal doctrine, and scholarly sources in the fields of human
rights, constitutional law, security studies, and international law. The study first clarifies the concept
of human rights as universal, inherent, and inalienable rights rooted in human dignity, while also
distinguishing human rights from citizenship rights. Human rights are general and foundational,
whereas citizenship rights are shaped by the political, cultural, legal, and social order of a given
community; this distinction is important because the limitation of rights usually occurs in the
domain of citizenship rights rather than in the essence of human rights themselves (Javid, 2009).
The study also considers the historical development of human rights from early legal and religious
traditions to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and the two international covenants
of 1966, which institutionalized civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights within the
international legal order (Tomuschat & Sharifi Tarazkouhi, 2005). The discussion of generations of
human rights shows that civil and political liberties, social and economic equality rights, and
solidarity rights such as peace and self-determination are interdependent rather than isolated
categories (Ghari Seyed Fatemi, 2019). This interdependence is central to security oversight because
a security system that protects life but ignores justice, participation, dignity, privacy, and freedom
does not produce human security in a comprehensive sense. The method also includes analysis of
international supervisory frameworks, especially the United Nations human rights system and the
role of treaty bodies, special procedures, and political mechanisms in monitoring state conduct
(Monfared & Tabatabaei, 2017; Zakerian & Mokhtari, 2019).

The findings indicate that national security has a recognized place in international human rights law,
but it is a limited and legally conditioned ground for restricting rights, not an unlimited justification
for governmental discretion. International human rights instruments permit restrictions on certain
qualified rights, such as freedom of expression, assembly, and association, when such restrictions
are prescribed by law, necessary, proportionate, and directed toward legitimate aims such as national
security, public order, public safety, public health, morals, or the rights and freedoms of others (Sadat
Meidani, 2015). However, absolute rights, including freedom from torture, freedom from slavery, and
freedom of conscience at its inner level, may not be restricted even by reference to national security
(Ghari Seyed Fatemi, 2019). This distinction demonstrates that the legal order does not deny the
importance of security; rather, it prevents security from becoming an elastic concept through which
any dissent, criticism, assembly, or social demand can be reclassified as a threat. The study also finds
that the concept of national security is inherently vulnerable to political expansion, because
governments may broaden its meaning to include challenges that are not genuinely existential or
serious threats. For this reason, security oversight must be subject to the principles of legality,
necessity, proportionality, judicial review, transparency, and accountability (Sharifi Tarazkouhi &
Modarres Sabzevari, 2013). At the international level, the United Nations Security Council has
increasingly addressed human rights where serious violations intersect with international peace and
security, including mass atrocities, ethnic cleansing, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and
genocide (Walling, 2020). Yet the expansion of Security Council authority also raises legal questions
regarding the limits of its powers, the binding nature of its decisions, and the possibility that
measures adopted in the name of peace and security may themselves affect human rights (Bowett,

1994; Davidsson, 2003).
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The article further finds that the concept of human security offers a more comprehensive framework
for analyzing security oversight than a purely state-centered approach. Human security focuses on
the protection and empowerment of individuals and communities and therefore overlaps with
human rights in its concern for dignity, legal protection, social welfare, freedom from fear, and
freedom from want. In the constitutional context of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Article 22 can be
interpreted as a broad foundation for human security because it protects life, property, dignity,
residence, occupation, and rights against unlawful interference; when read alongside provisions
concerning privacy, arbitrary detention, fair trial, legality, presumption of innocence, and
prohibition of torture, this article provides a framework for personal, legal, judicial, and privacy-
related security (Hashemi, 2014; Mehrpour, 2008; Vakil & Askari, 2009). This interpretation suggests
that constitutional security is not limited to physical protection against arrest or violence, but
includes the broader assurance that individuals will not be deprived of their rights except through
lawful and just procedures. The study also emphasizes the role of social justice as a limiting and
guiding principle in the field of citizenship rights. Justice requires that each person receive what is
due without destroying the rights of others, and it links the natural foundations of rights with the
legal and social structures through which rights are distributed and protected (Motahhari, 2018;
Tabatabaei & Motahhari, 1984). Accordingly, citizenship rights may be regulated according to public
interest, social order, and collective welfare, but such regulation remains legitimate only when it
remains faithful to the deeper foundations of human dignity and natural justice (Katouzian, 2016;
Rasekh, 2014). Public participation is therefore essential to sustainable security because participation
increases civic awareness, improves the flow of information between society and security
institutions, strengthens public trust, reduces arbitrary conduct, supports accountability, and
enhances the legitimacy of security governance.

In conclusion, the human rights dimensions of security oversight require a model that neither
sacrifices security to unregulated freedom nor sacrifices human dignity to unrestricted power.
Security institutions are necessary for protecting society against real threats, but their authority must
be exercised within legal, constitutional, ethical, and human rights boundaries. The most durable
form of security is one that emerges from public trust, lawful procedure, institutional accountability,
respect for human dignity, and meaningful participation by citizens. A rights-based model of security
oversight must distinguish between absolute and qualified rights, prevent the misuse of national
security as a vague justification for suppressing lawful freedoms, and ensure that any restriction on
rights is lawful, necessary, proportionate, and reviewable. At the same time, human rights discourse
should not be reduced to an external political instrument; it must be internalized within
administrative, judicial, policing, and security practices so that respect for rights becomes part of the
ordinary operation of governance. The study ultimately concludes that human rights and human
security can reinforce one another: human rights provide the legal and normative framework for
protection and empowerment, while human security translates those rights into lived social
conditions. Therefore, reforming institutional attitudes, strengthening legal safeguards, expanding
civic education, improving public participation, and ensuring accountability in security oversight are
essential for achieving legitimate, desirable, and sustainable security.
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