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ABSTRACT

Moral vices are among the social harms that can challenge the ethical and social well-being of society and create conditions that
weaken human and religious values. In this regard, Imami jurisprudence, as one of the most significant normative systems in
Islamic thought, not only explains individual legal rulings but also possesses substantial capacities for guiding social behavior
and preventing the spread of moral vices within society. The main issue addressed in this study is the examination of the role of
Imami jurisprudential teachings in controlling and reducing moral vices and the clarification of the effective jurisprudential
mechanisms in this regard. The present research was conducted using a descriptive—analytical method based on library
resources and jurisprudential texts. The findings indicate that teachings such as enjoining good and forbidding evil (al-amr bi
al-ma‘ruf wa al-nahy ‘an al-munkar), the prohibition of assisting in sin, the prohibition of spreading immorality, and certain
jurisprudential principles related to preventing corruption and preserving social order constitute some of the most important
instruments of Imami jurisprudence for controlling and reducing moral vices. Based on the results of this study, Imami
jurisprudence, through the provision of a set of normative principles and legal rules, can play a significant role in strengthening
moral values, preventing the expansion of moral vices, and promoting the ethical health of society.
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Moral vices and ethical deviations constitute one of the persistent concerns of human societies
because their spread can weaken cultural integrity, social cohesion, legal order, and the moral health
of the community. In this regard, Imami jurisprudence possesses a distinctive position as a
normative and value-oriented system that does not merely regulate individual acts of worship, but
also provides principles for organizing social conduct, preventing moral corruption, and
strengthening ethical responsibility. From the perspective of social control, societies require formal
and informal mechanisms to guide individual behavior within accepted norms and values, and
religious teachings can function as one of the most powerful internal and external mechanisms of
such control (Azarbayjani & Colleagues, 2005; Innes, 2017). Contemporary studies on social pathology
also indicate that weakness in moral values and collective norms may prepare the ground for deviant
behavior, social disorder, and the normalization of unethical practices (Bokharaei, 2014; Ezhei, 2014).
Therefore, examining the position of Imami jurisprudential teachings in controlling and reducing
moral vices is important because this jurisprudential tradition combines legal obligation, ethical
cultivation, social responsibility, and preventive regulation in a coherent framework.

In Islamic thought, the concept of munkar refers to conduct rejected by reason, human nature,
religion, and social morality. In jurisprudential terminology, it includes prohibited acts and the
abandonment of obligatory duties, especially where such conduct leads to individual or social
corruption (Araki, 1993; Bukhari, 2012). Moral vices represent a specific category of social vices
directly related to ethical degradation, such as lying, slander, betrayal, obscenity, backbiting,
spreading immorality, and indifference toward moral values. These behaviors are not merely private
faults; they damage public trust, weaken social bonds, and threaten the ethical security of society
(Ezhei, 2014). From a sociological perspective, moral vices can be understood as forms of deviant
behavior that conflict with socially accepted norms and therefore require mechanisms of social
control (Innes, 2017). From a psychological perspective, such behaviors often arise from weak self-
control, weakened value commitments, and the influence of unhealthy social environments;
accordingly, religious belief and ethical training can strengthen internal supervision and reduce the
tendency toward deviation (Abrahamsen, 1992; Partovi, 2017).

This study was conducted using a descriptive—analytical method based on library research and the
examination of jurisprudential, ethical, sociological, and religious sources. The descriptive
dimension of the study involved clarifying the concepts of moral vice, social control, Islamic ethics,
and Imami jurisprudence, while the analytical dimension focused on explaining how jurisprudential
teachings function as mechanisms for preventing, controlling, and reducing moral vices. In this
framework, Imami jurisprudence was treated not only as a body of legal rulings, but as a normative
system that operates at the intersection of law, ethics, social order, and religious responsibility. The
study also examined the relationship between jurisprudence and ethics in Islamic thought, especially
the way in which many legal rulings are designed to protect ethical values such as justice, dignity,
honesty, chastity, social trust, and public morality (Jafari Langroudi, 2003; Jafari, 1995). The main
analytical focus was placed on teachings such as enjoining good and forbidding evil, the prohibition
of assisting in sin, the prevention of spreading immorality, the rule of no harm, and the principle of
preventing corruption.

The findings indicate that Imami jurisprudence contains several major mechanisms for controlling
and reducing moral vices. The first and most central mechanism is enjoining good and forbidding
evil, which establishes a form of legitimate social supervision and makes members of society
responsible for protecting moral values and preventing the normalization of unethical behavior
(Javadi Amoli, 2007). This principle links individual faith with public responsibility and shows that
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moral reform in Islam is not limited to personal piety, but extends to collective accountability. The
second mechanism is the prohibition of assisting in sin, according to which any form of cooperation,
facilitation, support, or preparation for sinful and corrupt conduct is prohibited; this rule expands
prevention from direct wrongdoing to the social and material conditions that enable wrongdoing
(Haji Dehabadi, 2010). The third mechanism is the prohibition of spreading immorality, which
prevents the public dissemination, promotion, or normalization of immoral conduct and protects the
moral sensitivity of society (Khosrowshahi, 2001). The fourth mechanism is the rule of no harm and
the principle of preventing corruption, both of which justify limiting behaviors that damage
individual dignity, family stability, public morality, or social order (Khomeini, 1988).

The analysis shows that the function of Imami jurisprudence in controlling moral vices operates at
three interconnected levels. At the first level, jurisprudential teachings strengthen internal control
through faith, moral responsibility, fear of divine accountability, and commitment to religious
values. This internal dimension is important because many forms of moral vice occur outside formal
supervision and can only be effectively reduced when individuals possess inner restraint and ethical
commitment (Karimzadeh, 2013; Partovi, 2017). At the second level, Imami jurisprudence creates
social control through collective responsibility, religious institutions, and public sensitivity toward
moral corruption. In this regard, religious institutions such as the mosque have historically
contributed to ethical education, social solidarity, and the correction of behavior (Beheshti, 1981). At
the third level, jurisprudence provides legal and social guarantees through binding rulings, duties,
and in some cases punitive or corrective measures that aim to protect public morality and prevent
the spread of corruption (Davari, 2016; Mahdavi Hampa, 2019). Thus, the jurisprudential approach is
not merely punitive; it is preventive, educational, corrective, and regulatory at the same time.

The study concludes that Imami jurisprudential teachings have a significant and multidimensional
position in controlling and reducing moral vices. These teachings provide a coherent framework that
combines ethical education, internal self-control, social supervision, legal obligation, and preventive
regulation. The main contribution of Imami jurisprudence lies in its ability to connect individual
moral responsibility with collective social order, so that moral health is understood not merely as a
personal virtue, but as a public good requiring protection. Teachings such as enjoining good and
forbidding evil, the prohibition of assisting in sin, the prevention of spreading immorality, and the
principle of preventing harm and corruption demonstrate that Imami jurisprudence can address
both the roots and manifestations of moral vice. Accordingly, if these teachings are properly
explained and implemented in accordance with contemporary social conditions, they can contribute
to strengthening ethical values, increasing social responsibility, preventing the spread of moral
deviations, and promoting the overall moral health of society.
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