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ABSTRACT

The right of self-defense constitutes one of the most significant exceptions to the fundamental prohibition on the use of force in
contemporary international law and is recognized under Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations. While reaffirming the
general prohibition on the use of force set forth in Article 2(4) of the Charter, this provision permits states, in the event of an
“armed attack,” to defend themselves individually or collectively. Nevertheless, the interpretation of key concepts under Article
51, including “armed attack,” “necessity,” “proportionality,” and the temporal limits governing the exercise of the right of self-
defense, has consistently remained a matter of dispute among legal scholars and within international judicial practice. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, this article examines the right of self-defense within the framework of Article 51 of the Charter
of the United Nations, explains its legal foundations, and evaluates the conditions and limitations governing its exercise in light
of international legal doctrine and the judgments of the International Court of Justice. It also examines the different forms of
self-defense, including individual and collective self-defense, and analyzes the role of the Security Council in supervising
defensive measures undertaken by states. Furthermore, the article addresses the challenges arising from the expansion of the
concept of self-defense, particularly in the forms of anticipatory and preventive self-defense. The findings indicate that although
Article 51 plays an important role in maintaining a balance between the prohibition on the use of force and the necessity of self-
defense, ambiguity surrounding some of its concepts has led states to adopt broad and, at times, politically motivated
interpretations. Ultimately, the practical limitations of the Security Council in managing crises have challenged the effectiveness
of the collective security system, making the balance between the right of self-defense and the maintenance of international
peace and security one of the most complex issues in international law.

Keywords: right of self-defense, Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, use of force, Security Council, international law

” «

How to cite: Shabani Rad, R. (2026). An Examination of the Right of Self-Defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter.
Comparative Studies in Jurisprudence, Law, and Politics, 8(6), 1-26.

© 2026 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
(CC BY-NC 4.0) License.

Submit Date: 21 February 2026
Revise Date: 14 July 2026

Accept Date: 21 July 2026

Initial Publish Date: 20 October 2026
Final Publish Date: 20 February 2027

SRule)


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

@

«&ad ﬂw %Ub&j%

6\

il § 9>

w0 Jo yguio B odlo 30 Eg o EBS 3> (wy y

U‘J:'.l 4*1*5[3 ‘&pm\ )\)T GK'.:..D\J cMG J>‘_5 cJ.Lm.H O LB)‘} .,\.&)‘ wu)ks I-:E%Jb JL&:« Lo) A
(J y2s sk ) Shabanirad@chmail.ir : <Gy <3 ey

oS>

Ol ol oA A ey 4y domie Mo gt O) e3le 534S 355000 slad 4 polne Wl Gy 53 555 4 Jgs @i sl ool gl o 5o 31 S g e gl G
L83, Ojge 4 s (Wl o C}é}QJ\j“ﬁ)J s B aS o onl g 1y Jal o el Oly 55die ¥ ao Y esle 3 a8 55 5l A:U:.AIJS;._.;_,;MJ{J.CS‘UWnL»
Ole M| fome ol san § 3 e CU: G dlesl Sloj s5d> 55 5 (o) )5, cdilodes Aoy A5k OV o3be (gUJS e oS ol sy b S CU: 355 5l e
L OF (s a5 3505 o dowta Mo 5520 ) o3l oy 3 g e g3 G (st 4 elonim oo 55 (62 8005 b e (ol vl 03 Ml L2 455 5 DL 5
(e 3 835 s Jald g st g gl piman XS o b3l 5 S 0ls Medlen Olps T 5 edlnm G 555 old 15 G ol Jlesl 35 5l 5 5038 s
CIB 3 05 s g e plos psghe 2S5 EG sla il Wi cnl D580 g Julo L (olis DLl ol s ol (gl pd AE 5 a8 1 ) 2 205
ealie 53 el Lol oyl 350 51 plos Sy 5 a5 4 s e Olon Jolad sloml 3 cage 25 0 e3le 4 ST 48 das oo OLES Laaily 3315 1 o el S0 5 liws i o
ol e Al L1 e el plas GaDlS a0l s ke 3 il 615 los (Slassboms «lg 53 ol 003 53 Lo 5 ol o5 5 s ol e O

ol 03,8 s Medlom G ol il 51 (G 1 el el 5 oo Bl 5 5 00 g5 G Ols 0515 g b0

M G ol (Sl gt a5 s domis Mo puiio O ,;u@,,uimk:‘s.\,_.\s RIS

NYP O ol s i oS nker (sl gy doeie Mo 55200 O oale 3 g3t 63 G 2 (1F10) L5 0l a5 a3zl o goui

ol 42 8 5 o (CCBY-NC 4.0) o158 L llas 3151 oo ies &y gooty s ol SLES] il 0dis 35 40 Glato s ol SLED| G pi> oled 1¥00 ©

VEF il Y IdLl sl
\\‘~aj_;vv:6ﬁ)-u,@u
VEO ST I st
VEO e YA Tadsl Sl b

VHO il Vg Sl b

(o) (D6


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

s § By (35 innlS S gy

PPNV

st 4y oo Yo Oleslr el 51y Halon Fsi il ol cp Sl 51 (S polen Ml Baim 53 a5 & s o
535w Sblimal gls IS Lol cnl Wl cpl bl 4 3 513 AST 5, 50 ol poas cdute Jho e ¥ 0l oY asle 534S 35, 0
Sl (2 Spte Oy ot Yo 5200 O e3le sl ilmbone o 2y 55 i ss 6500 gl G OF (p Sage 45 ol sl
st &S Gloj U aus s 555 Sl ma b (633 jsbas dailbbis damy 7585 D50 50 s oo o3lrl i ss 4 G () B2
s plsil 1y Mol Sl 5 mhos Jai (11 03V SLalB) el

(13 = K Olgeas 5ol 50 Malln G ps ady ;) &S ccodd dowte Jlo siie 53 lodalae stell S LS o oo G
L ool yor (OF 51 eslizanls on Ol J5 a1 el (555 00 s el 5 s Lo (g1 45 Il 0o 53 (G ol o0 4l ad s
s Jeol oles dilodis ahozy ALy £ 58 4 Ol5 s kol 10 cpl dhez Sl 605 ol e Sl S s lyl 5 5 alys s
38 eolal ol st 4 )58 Sleogdbl s plill ioman 5 S Jo

soalie 031 50 ol 63 52 a5 5 OIS i Ole BV Jome 6l got ¢ oo 53 OF (IS otlie 1okl O o3le pod | o 392 5 L
[ VO o S P R P T pe Farma gl Jged aals 55 5 (il Koy gl wailiws iy ¢lo @k da) O goan
(s Gla S b ot VL) adde 5SS ile oblas s (g xeSals Ml Olps gl lodds alse Ssline glacils »
s gy ey pl 53 g gl O] Slisman Ll (3l by |y Slalgl cpl 51 5 Liles S 50

bl ks Gloss oSl 0) esle szl L3 Mhedlenm cutal 5 mho B> Lol oS, Ol pea cootal lopd B 803 (g
(o 53 ol ol bl sl Jas s)ls Sl glsd &S Sl e Jl3 B gl Gl mabe gorie g G Jlasl (5l
s 5 S 1y G ol e aials e 53 45 el o g WOl o 2 53 1 cpl s b sl S

o5ls5 Eom o mle SMam 5 ol B 55 5 Al i 8 DA 5 5b e S el Tl o o 50 8 SV S a5 L
03 it el ailin iy p s pte £ psgde a5 omen ol 4l ol Sl Sl Gl 55 O) sl ulSU L ool
.g;_.ﬂlJJJ.AJ\&:{&Léc?‘fjud);qu)ﬂjgjb‘5:55‘_}?5&J;.A)'Lgéwlesﬁzbg\)j)@&j:dﬂ&}jj}tu&ﬂ\ﬁ
P 3 S Gl e et LS o S ot Jle 55000 OF e3le 3 s e p5 G gy e b el el 02l
D3 bt ssse 1y obes Wl Gaim 53 OF gl 5 e 51 30 gla 20l 503 8 o 1) 0 Jlasl Jal 5 5 350> (3> ol
Lis w Gadie cpaliv Gda 5 e ps cuel L= s, Ol ol 4zl 0 e3le LT &S ol ol ol s «2ulgs 53 e
33 3 s WolE Ml ol 5 e

ool b .(Simma, 2012) ol sid lael el gs 4 (b, Mallipn G cpwamen 5 Ml Sldales Cm 50 4 o gl G
MG sl 5 53 LS s e s ol () p S o feasd Gl Jlasl 1y (s3ate lacys sdoms 2 5 Slalae Gsi- J-
Sy el 5 S ssd 3l L sy DLl eaen (Macdonald, 2014) Lib esls Fo (Wb damy o5 o Jles!

.JJJJS\JAA,\.Q;-8>

IRk




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

Simma, ) was 58 e Olesle ol (gl 5d 4 | forin #o gl 55 eddplal DLl Llcib go Lt ss opl 2 esdle
355 g0 B 5 Mos b 18 50 Ml oy ol 5 o Jaim (s el (515 Ja 5 05V s BT L s 50 £ G (e (2012
(Simma, 2012)

035 % s bl S siee L ey p ol 8 3 oS S e sl g0 p s G 4 SLlBl a5 ) a5 (Jsene sk
Sl (sl ol s .(Macdonald, 2014) 55 dalys (o5l 5 Ml e Gt 5 Ao Jlo jaiie ¥oas Y el s
L 0T b s Jlgal 5 Ol 0lr o 55 o go &5 Jlasl o il st 3l aslizad L g Lol 45 W55 o AL (el g3
.(Dinstein, 2017) LS .« LA

e 3 e s S o eslizd wiloebis SO 4 (5,63 Slagly a4 5 1 g e ps G 5l Ygame s oSl 4 4z 55 L
LS eslizad 35 5l cilorhens dam b allis (gl acdss o5 ol Jlasl BB oy L G cnl &5 ol ol Ml OUIG i
2 5o ke Mallow G 53 555 4 Jes mie ool Ll G Olgien §s ke 565 G o onl 2l (Brownlie, 1963)
.(Dinstein, 2017; Simma, 2012) ol Jlasl JG &l ,Scosn Loyl b O gl

(..:.al.é.a s olls

gore g8 > pagie )

Bl b o0 K0 b ol Olos 5o Ka sl Lssst 5l gl sy 55 A S Lo 8 lp oS ol i (G5B L g ke 5l
s @2 6l 605 osmd 5 Ol o ilo e Jlasl & Juu s 51 b & 3,8 o D3 By 550 ol0e st plis ol ol
Shlat U3 s €5 a5 Dlilrme 5 il € oliSels 05 5 L 25b (s opl po Bk anil sy st s i D3 o
(Ziaei Bigdeli, 2023) ol jS5uls sals g 54,

Wl oA S 5 0k Wl 5l 3550 Ml Baim slaplas aen 53 g ke gl

Hedlom Ggi 53 535 4 Jow s o oKl Y

O ndy 5 ool ol s Ll tcl joolan Wlepe i o ol o135 515 el I 51 6 e Soor 25 b sy 0 Jou 5 o Jool
S o s o) SIS SlddS (slae ol alahr o (S e gt o et 3 Ll a3 Gl ol e S b 1y SV b (sle s
b oo rie b aVole Ko paghe 3008 ST &S0l b a¥sle Ko o 3 i ST i @ oo 55 baad s s 5l S
T e I PP PR UAIP . QICH =S LI B N T BY A P R e N T -5 [P PO P PR
30 V40V 54 s Y o lES 5o SIS o L (gl o Ol) g3 55 LM 0 Sage Sl ols s S 055 e
Coge Bh s S osart 5 Slalee sk 5 sl 5 Sl Gub Sl Ko Sl S e w53 SBLS ol s oS
b Oganny e analr ol (gt [ azde 5 s T 51 i 03 28 (o3l 5 SLl w5 Ul Sl Ko p585 23S
(Dana, 2021) 35 Olgz el il 5 =l el s Ml slags,Kan TS 4 e crame nl ol Glual des |
Vs 3 s 55 4 s Ko S ses pde s S O 3l ol Vs 1 S 4 lle & e el Cind o Sege U

S Ot OF (sl azdls 3 s aliwss Jaily, 03,55 o8 Jlazst 5 ol Ll kel Lael o 53 3145 ol ool Glie VY o3bs

IRk




s § By (35 innlS S gy

©dopd SIS L plaB b gosls oS s sdes b Sl ole an slail 5l LS (g3 50 g 3 S e Slse L S > gl b
Sl e ool 5l (S Olpea S By 4 il oK s 5 Ko 03 S5 5w 4 il o oK 5 gt e S
Bl s s glatans (Blie 3 Mt ) 035 0 (51 L BN (Bb il a ar g L ag 03 S plB1 eliadls b IS0 0 Ml
L35 Lasl VAYA Jlo 55 ) sl Ol 5 SS=0L 5 Oley b o Sor S5 5 (5 S 0,lS 5l o 3es Olag 4l b 2L aalsl (S
(Dana, 2021) 425 p 55 Sler S 585 mle (Blie s by 528 Slitgas diilas Oloy ol i s O 41 (Sl (slay 528 i 52
Jss Jlo Olesl 5 piie Galiy ol cpl il anls Olgz 3 K 50055 Jlis &0 5 Mo amelr 4o uladd s Je O3l
53 Ak el Lo plal 5 U sl Ko aiile e B ol A3 L ge o 45 35 sl i ol 53 56 5 g
53 35 5 s Gl 53 (ol S0 sl S 5 Sldalae 3l pesde s Kl a5 4 Jes 03 S ss Sda s ) 5lie
Olpoas K 20 5555 4 Joo b oo sias Sl Madlis gla0le sl laansdlel 5 ot flo Olojln (sladolialad ¢ Madlos oS 45,
oy 4 Uil (el Ol gio s (S 55 Uy 5iS el amelor (g g 31 Aol nl o5 oo 3L Jdlop Gsi ol el 3 51 (SO
Sy s AL Ol e &S (6 s edels a5 1,8 e 55 el 5 Medlop s Aol ol pedida 53 5 Lol aslid
(Alikhani, 2014) 333 s o gus slasl o AL 5500 3 LT L oS (g5 Shes

Bl oz 5 5glond p sgie ¥

S9bs paeie ALY

el 83 s el Il b o)) Sl (aS - ade s G B g 55 51 G50 8 el (Sline 4 Sl

i Oleslas o gae mazes TYNY wolinkad o5 g ¢ Jallope G5 iy o5 ull

ibe (55050 Jald 5l

5SS e ol JAdI L alas @

53 L3S 53 Oy @

Ul b sls o pols @

3 548 g abe gl Lo b hes slaes S olsel @

Sl g S

ol (A>3 Jas S @

550 il Sy Sylem b el L Ysans @

ALl Sl glas same a1 55l Ko b (s S &) st ol S @

Slonkeos b p pgie XY

Olesle piis OV osls ¢ 3ud 50 cp g oo glos G Sl s s o5l 508 S a8 Sl g5 5l esliad S S AS b alos
S oslizul ¢ Lo

(S ols Ml Olgss a5, Gb

gk




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

€3 g god o guien (Wldis Ao (55 Sleslinal 2 @

A3l s BT (gl 5 03 28 s AL dos @

ailbodas dhem glad 5o

(03 S ollas s

05 IS w558 SO b Slag S e @

bbb el oMam b Jiil @

Hdlors G 53 0T DU Ll 2 5 55 0 plos oL

SBT3 s S sa3 4 Joss we Jool 5 S o Ml Gsi S ann 5 il JU3 U3 il 1 s e gl JolSS 5 Loy
g oll Ly DL 0T a5 & 5 e pes Jhallie Gt bl 15 SsGT sbe K lcdss sl Sl b ot 03
Cooal gt g1 A ssdmme K &y Joss (6351 65 0ty 03 ST 55 g a8 T ool ls g5, g 100 355 5,0
Chamani & Riazi, ) > 54 o sbawl rexr b (93,5 g3,00 gl G @ ol o8 4 oy 65,8 53 055l S5 pmin il
(2022

BB Yyl e Medlop Gaim 55 0T 5 So ol ok LQJ;:ACL;;L;}‘U,S”L?;&?v{ﬁ;wf;:,\i}f& (1B gi (S
Al 55053 SO 2l ol as o5l s | sl Jasas LI B ol axils IO el ai i 5 ess S50 Coala
SN sy Ml G S Olpea Forie gos G Sy S rfla_; Sl A JL b as s - garie g b
LLE 5k Ole & gt pls 51583 10 o amaler Blie O 51 oy bl 350 Sy s 53 La) 28 3pdomals 5 b 53
s OF i 4 3L I sl ol atls Sler 5 o3k A g e g3 45 LS e sl i Bl OEAS s
.(Brownlie, 2004)

& t\é.s 3,90

filhas alos ¢ 535

ol DMLl 5 e e anlad 5l gl

55 Jols gl 5 gl

Sl gita 5 550 Gy 5l gl

St ann peae 5 55 450 Olo (6l (DBl 51 (Sol 53 ¢fun o Luoled 5 b INELl sl &S LdRine QLIS 32~ 51 &
Wl gLt e 5 0lr Lo suasen 5 gl 51 glam (5 (g3eaie b33 Sl a5 4 5 45850 IS & 3505 538 G &S 5506
.(Bledsoe & Boczek, 1996)

Ao Jla 50 ) e3le Jolos

0V esle Ll 5 o )

2




s § By (35 innlS S gy

OSNas Sl ax 4 US o s e3le ol A 5S e e (ote o seie SO ads alas aham 3550 55 (e [l 5l OY o3l
Woze o piie OV el s G b 1 LAS el asde 385 o gois |y SLIGE ) bl 5l D @lbas e Ol geas ol
Shsd S ol e SHswe 53 S CL&; S S5 ol 4 S e 3 gdeme (U RS S 5 (L350 w50 O s | g CL’:;
ool 43S 515 Al 3550 45 1y (65558 (ol (150 5 S A3l 03 S5 3151 Ml Sl 5 mhoo Lo sl 1 03 s el
(Khosravi, 2016) s34 g5 22 $13 5k (383 bias 4 Hadlipm Gaclbme ol 5 3503 a3k g3 0 13 )21 )
eqm,,\wm;mﬁ;;)b@w@ﬂ@;Md}d\{)}mdlg\,p;\&n@&»;,)u‘\s@td\%l,;;\iw&&
DL (@Bl 53 S o 5135 Bl O Sos slpe 5 55800 0) o3le o «osbe ol oS S L digme ol 0 ol 3 S ms L
g s s 535 4 Jo g5 pde Lol 51 Ll G Ol e g e plis G L5l sy psiie Yl ¥y 50V esle it
0 Y osle S Liles S HLgbl sl 53 pl w BLI1 ol @ a5 L Halop OBIIE i 5 5 0 .S o end Hsdie ol ¥oesle ¥ oS
{(Askarian, 2012) coul el Lai= Lasl gl 055 CulS 5 Cunled 55 (G ol 5 LS el 505 (slaskd gorie glos >

ssiia OV esle B i Hlisle Y

1l sl i a1 OV esle (35 s ae )

g9, tlé: S g gl =)

S b,o delsd 5l G opl s e b (535 glis g1, (inherent right) Sis G> slls Lt ss 45 AS o i o3le ]
Al o oy 0 a8y (S ol 5ol 1 OF e 5 an S czts Wiy

C_,J.iat\é.sdbd.bfi—f

@S Sl 3lme g 53 S G cpl Sl eslandd

AL esls C)&uoujuwﬁw(armedaﬂack) Slods da S

g s e3be l Jpeiin Y speme ailoabine 1o SLlBl b G5 1o g ¢l ol

Sl Cadgdone 5 ol gl) 5l L Y

:SQIM@UJUL@S@FJCGA

AL 0315 plonil b Bad (sl p3Y Sl el (515

(Simma, 2012) was o155 el sl g 4 155 1 555 olis LI LI yo bay 325 ¢ pioman

U,:»tu;ydwl Lyl ¥
Yobl.o\c,@)bjjjoj\jﬁw\gig}lha\ﬂfw\oﬁd:.éj.i.l.éu)))'qL},ﬂj}wwdﬂp(ﬂ%‘ijo\j;&@L@ﬂééb
OV osle 3 5Sde sl Sl daaly cpad 3 5 350 A §siae 553 5l oage o3liul pa oS b ks e 0Ll Bl (st
35S Soge ol iyl 5 Ll S g S gdome ax 8 b s pte ps 4 Je sl QB e 4 T oo 4 (383 5 Goke (5 ek

(Sajedi, 2024) < 3 daly= I3 o Sse slantla bl 5l aalsl 5s a5 S s s ol 3l eslazole s QI G

IRk




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

Slorks dho g 85 N ¥

Lol ade (Wl glaka) &5 Lls oo 2 L0l S50 53 L | gorie gls 4 doe o pae U3 51 Sp s 5t O a3l
ol Jlazt oslizals oo 5l (8 sl 5 skian bt s Jas (351 51 2ulS ) sdie 3 Sole i 0S5l Gl 3 pd Oy 50
QIR 'CUAML;,JQ;LA\swlam_q#)wég@APAJWM.wW@;jjgcwamw&;il
Najafi ) il Laaly K15 o as cnl 53 oy ool 4 B0 la Yo 5l g &8 ol iy 5 Ol b oo sms mams 1AVY
.(Abrandabadi & Khazani, 1995

ol bl o3 o sl Sslnd oslos Yo NY (555 VelS s el S Olps asbwlul (5 5L il S aslndsd S A ole s
Pl L o3 gad IS Jlesl ¢ S0 Condsn 55 oS Sl (93131 a5 OF Gt L ST S b e w0 sl ol caslalu
saie ST Lai Eel Ol 628 5 St anle woax g5 L &S gl Sl e S e ol 1) g G el b el
Gl i 5 aalialad 3 e i pad Sl Y0 5 Y ¥ AP ST 35 55 g maSnls Mallop Olps 555 g0 dete Jlo Olojla
.(Mousazadeh & Foroughinia, 2012) ¢l 63 S eslitul a5 Jas GLlas 3 dlobus e g5 3\~ e
sS4 5 wsS OF lag,e 5l ek p i e s wela glay o 48 )l Blhas K (gole glns 3 ciloakins dle)
.(Brownlie, 1963) (tules sl 5 dha> s

G D poar 5 Kl e AL S5l 1 (S @Dl a5 Oy s SLILEG 0 Tesle 53 sland iy pa asliaad
1355 00 13057 g e g3 G 5l sl 3550 550 sl

L oporles Ol 51 20 5 e iz s (ol Jidl 6588 b Kos (53 s 0 Ssn SO b sl e b ol -
35 3 eslinad L O 51 a3 b g3 G e e (S3loienens 65 8 L cslake

803 55 e e S3 SC s e 0 2 008 L K0s (55 b (658 Jan i 53 SO e e Oy Y
éﬁ:dﬂjzclwéu)ﬁ}bjdﬁgﬁiJ;-lj..«li);tfefpbu—\*

50503 55 abos 5 alen SELLL plia b abos cues slas s 4 s SO prhens (slag 1 abe ¥

b s OF 5y aalsl b cilods i cpns o OF 53 o8 803 (o b 33155 3550 Jaal o U plice e (slas 0 51 s G elizal -0
(Sajedi, 2024) 3155 5550 Sds OLL 31 e e e ol 53

158 sy Salnte LI 53 hens (Sl Lo 5 aiies sboay SIS S5l b dalT aes 53 45 el O SWIG 5 sladiy S i ang
S by sl 55 Bl las andd s ko alas 51 3y s a3l Llolasl BB s 0T 4 it ol ol 5
23558 ol S alialad Y osle ¢ 5 n ailoehins aham iy el by el 43S 513 AT 5550 Yo 00 Lo Sl s 16 e

.(Shafiei, 1996) 55 « S I 3 .L§U w}ﬁ};q:ﬁl)@@);%«s&lm G PN W e

gk




s § By (35 innlS S gy

wld g o,y VY

o9 P

Sl 4 Jogs ool Sl 51 S (G s e slan 55 g e g G 5l Sula 3550 58S hilobis e p 55 5 Gi 0w,
L a3 2y 55 Blie 03 a5 Sl eslinal s (6,50 Rl S8 e Sl iny sl Dp 5 e lis LB 3 6 a
O e ol el g e s G Sleslial b s 55 S s oS 355e 0l o st Jle 5000 0 ele 2 4 S
fg;.wl@JJ:.»Cl_fa:L;>-)'la:uu‘éljp'iju\‘bfid)))ﬂdb->)>,-_9<))_3}»e:boljjb%yqﬁgﬁoljjjot%w@
S orse 4 428 53 oS ol i s s Sl e (o3 SOl (e Pl G L OY esle DL Vsl an
g G Sl ealinal OV 3le 0 Ll 315 3505 55 0581 Dy aham Sl ails 3 g5, gs G Jlasl sl 3,5 Mol
55 s o o3l Ll su.;ncuw‘u Slr L psY pll dowie o Olejlir oS a3 50 b aloabis alam £35Sy 3 |y g5 00
@\L_}v;.-l@;)yLg)jgﬁcsxmtjéjgél&wdvASL;.:K;A.A)\;sﬁjajjﬁhﬁg@);ﬁt}é:)\o:u;ﬁﬂ\L;lﬁg.&.:b-
A bl Ol a5 DL L el sl s asgh s S OS5l sl Jas 4 Bl dete Jlo O3l 5 3,8 15
o sdoms ) g5 ke £las G Sl eslizal 5 Jlasl 45 0) eale dls o Jlebl SULEpim 51 3 5 i ol al Gi 3 a2 s
d;-jla;\.&;.\..lL;lﬁbojjré)'\L;_;Yb.v.-);‘wlerjYLgﬁJldlwéjj}@T)lgz)'b&abnlm»d&}l{@uﬁdlﬁ'cwli
.(Hull & Novogrod, 1968) s Is . , s gyt gl

Gl S o oK el lag s dlem &S Cils Sl Gl ot (oat pl 3 5 b gl S andd s g xSl el ol
@;ﬂt&}@&w‘}:Li\fja)"éi\)Q))R(‘ﬁ)&ﬁb}.}%‘dlﬁ}ﬁEﬁ)lv\j&w\@h@fiﬁtu)gu)jy.bﬁb&‘x‘&éj
RGO IPTI Y

s

U3 53 el Sl sl 3015 s (e B 35 e 20 g1 G bl (el S Wi (50 3 (SKE D5
GRPR Bls 2 asd e = Olan 3 5 il Dy ,5 e 1o (6l a8 250 s le@hi.év;ﬂ@: S0 5528 oS ol O
Aled s Sk s ol Solame Sl 1 Sslate 45 5 AS Bt | 5 elld DL L (ol 5l LS Cans s ealel b sl
SLILL &S l O pate ol ol (6l s ol ailonkne Slaolien G i 5 555 3l oslial 5550 55 S4im sl ool G vl
257 SMax Wb mblle g3 S S5l XS o a8 L ol wslawl 45 (65,0 Gda 3l Ll L,8 o &g forie gl o3 S
Goa 23 Jlesl & S0a Lled (olsa s Sos (sl 4 0330mls 5 bt Olbas 5l 5 03 S ssdoms sl Ssla s w1,
pde Jblra 1y ol i Ml ages SISO aled Sobns st 51 G0 Jlasl 5 Slnles ms 6850 L s 03 1S
(Zamani, 1999) .S . il gl s

oSt s e Mallips Gt 53 0350l 45 e (S35 (sl 0l puSinin 5 5in O 03le 53 Sl oty ol Lol - S
S DAY Sl il IS5 gl b oS 5 5 e Malloe Gsim av e 53 1 355 sl e 03 bl 51 ol ool 3l

L}g'jﬂ w\ C)bjz.a 3)4.: r\..bb.pjo st\b‘)\j'; O&G&d\j&w @ﬂ)j)ﬁ‘b w\.ﬁ L}.ﬂ\‘\sb‘y LNQ\GQ j"j MK\)L@): éuuw\jﬁm

IRk




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

L bl sdeB ol X0 esle G BILSLL 3 5 ol 05 S Colam amd Oals 5 58 OO JWB 3 08wy e 5 O s,
(Gardam, 1993) s 5ol 0K lre s 5 Llos Ozl 55 Slesbis G o5 53l e OLis bl

AT gyt sy s 3 g Tl 5 51 (S Oleas oS sy r g 2eSals Ml Ols (i lasSn a0dd 3 e
o LS a ala wilgy 0T 5335 45 sl b (ol oon Ol 5 la s 0 G ol dle bl o (3ol | oty 5 S 0
Sl a3 pd e g Bge 6ol Slos Bl w15 &8 3500 ST STl Al B8 Lail b LS 53 cimen (ol 423 3 5
03 e sba Alies nl A3l oAl I 30l S ) seoa Sl gl 4S 355 e S g e S B pls 4 fu s K
(Zamani, 1999) coul 4 5 51 3 AST 5,50 55500 0V esle

Olaman 5 ol L OISl 3 S oS Jaol 5 Sl g (30 Aol &S I8 0 g5 100 plos Lol 3 o5 & Jss w5 cnl &
G Sl Ml Olgs gl 53 (ol 53 a5 sl (gl ol XS o (G5 4 ol 3 Sty sgeiie Dy 5l e Ml G si>
BERSWILAVE RINEUPY JUR PSPPI Qi gPUn JEpT ST PNCE K S JE JER (PPN IRE T (I H P NC NP RS
sk b a2 S s ol 4308 (s e s G a1 Hhalonm Gai sl Aol 51 S (shodeSOLSS ol 36
o Yoo Jl i sla oS aad s Ol obs r\wj WLlesls 5 2.8 Ole= 53 1, 6){)&)5-}&7.-C}4 § o CUJ Osls,l 3
Iodrs el 4 515 sl 5550 ye Wollin i 3 a5l Slon o 1y pspion 5 adBa® S 5l 5530 5 350 (sl
L Ml amoler SIS0 55,0 6 555 40 Jor s S sime Jool 0AEKS50S 5 Sl b glalas Sl o3Il Oles w5 S o asiis
(Momtaz, 2005) 4als s ol a5 S )5

P> oIl 05 5558 ¥

Cosh sl b bl plitens 55 5l ealital 5 plos a4 plaBl aS bl dal g sy e Sopp 5 s e s G 4 ey shiens
G e O sl 4l 353 ST Ao £ 335 51 g abolidl L gl by ol b sl sl ot Oy (2815 5 Al asls
Ol ol s eosls Y 0los e e ) sbas o Slgmd 5 DUl Jasl 15 093,8 SET aham 65,5 5l g 5y i B b Lz &S
(Naderi, 1972) 55 3 4> 55 by 0 5,50 ll 5 Cos L

e 5 (83 e gl el 0 5l R SIS L S s sed @Olel cote Lo Olesle IS s QLSS w4 Bl e sl 428 o
5 Jsine S b KI5 e g0 g Bye Jallin Gsim b ol Aitee Gl ol 51U b gt ol sl Ll a5
(Rl el 035 35 Laole b, ol cailaie o bl s 2 el Glag s ol 55 Jlesl odel i Lol 5 b sz
gorie s LB 52w Sy s ol Sos 03 ,50 )15 s sse ikt Slese 53 g ke plis 4 s 53 Sop s alies S
.(Mohammad Alipour, 2000) 3,8 . 355 « |, €l W Jas K& 5 A dal s

Jeedlor B 53 g s lacysgdon 5 594>

o3lo 53 5 355 o ALt ot Hha g2 (DY osle s 35 s e ool Lzl 51 G Ol ey ol Gt 5 g5 glis

5 dald o s Glae LIS OT 51 eslizal (G ) OABa i et 3y s b el odony Sy & ke Oloa O)

Il




s § By (35 innlS S gy

Ml B oi ol Laim 5 65 e ps o sgde 51 acdss eslinuls g 3l (5 S sl Ol G 48 5505 13 glal S csen glacys s
(Brownlie, 2008) ..

Soze 2 S WSS ald 5o 5 maSsls Mallon Olps et Gillas sl (Wlbdos dhazd 225 ol S piloms (s
LG ladag il els ) Sl SO olul LB 5 i (dly s dlam G a5 A st g e pls 4 OIS
Sdd Skl byl (Macdonald, 2014) £yd e iU Sbbes dlom Olsisa; Ysans walseS 5 okS], Ll
W L5 b eslimal ¢ ool ol bl el (55,00 ool s sidoe a5z 3003 pBs Sy ke 3 glotiS s 25 (threshold)
gl s Ol il andlis s s (el (515 a4 anr e b S leds Sl ST e 6 e 0 S0l L1l o & ol Sloms Sl
g el oyt 3L el oSl ey p0 nl o s (Gray, 2018) wil (ast resort) J-ol, A Al g3 e

655 a3l ad gl o L onlite Ly olis ST D 5 Ol e o8 S o Sl ol pl ol (el ol crge S pdome (g0 s
52 54 cwls (Dinstein, 2017) 553 4l G568 blite Jos b sl Olsiear Ll o aba w85 gl p3¥ 2 51 515 ol
S5i 0 sl 50 Sldas Sl a6 208 5 Olsde 55 aSk 0 Ol e

Sl 38 o OF o 93 b e g8 51 my abolOl Ll gt s ol (Gl Cunsd e (Zussdome (e ler
A (¢ s (5 2L ) (Ss aSy p5 0d o gmn 35 1 Pl B 3 g bl Slay ot L oS &l S
.(Simma, 2012) L5 3

Ll gl o Jsio g &E; g S ol i 0) el gb ol Coal (gl s @ ;;“’ui‘)‘)f r\)}\ RUNEPREVRRNVE LY
15 LIl e e IS s ol a2 ediasOli pl il das 308 ol shss 4 g 1 s il
(Simma, 2012) ..

Shostizad 655 n a5d e Olosle rezr Sl ol o Sl Ll g5 e ps & ol ) (ol s dons o S (alg 3
Brownlie, ) 552 Las 555 4 Jos odls Slpl 0 al € il aslsl g 50 50 40 el (5lo 5 3555 Obo3 U 5 035 g0 L 5> ol
(2008

Jledloms Gsi 53 fg e gUs J 28 55 ol 1) 58 S0

G Jlsl ol 5 I3 55 Gosme i Mallim el 5 ko i Jgts Jol 0S5 Ol e Jhe Ol ol sl 55
52 57 ol el @l Coany 4 55 Gl ) e 5 608 s 13 G dowte Jhe 55000 O esle i a5l g0 g s
(s G S g5 oo gl ol L (Simma, 2012) 51> 5l 3 Cuel 1y Syl S 5 M Olojles e ol ol sl
23 gn el Sl s aem a8 550 O—.’.)iiL’f Ll 55 gad &S Conl byl 55 5d0ee Lol

Sl LIS (g o Jowsie 3 0 g3 w0 4 placd > .ol (Supervisory Role) ol i coomal gl (25 ¢t
3l e3 S sy g rie glos Slalesl sl e s e Llgn 13 353 on s pl 3 cpldins 518 ol g a1 1) 555
BEATYGAPH L;i)fC‘”l‘ 5 Clid gl age Jlpl emen as 5508 (Gray, 2018) uS (5,8 sl psete ol 5l lacd g ealatule g

)_9...2& o e BEB) )‘ oalaiul

IRk




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

O 1 Sl O plie o b il el Gl pd Sl o ade Lug ol Gaml 5 oLl ol Glisd 8 e s
s o003 3b5 Sl et cpl st b Sl ol e Gl oo b b (2B (alo ade L) 4 Conss S LT S S
(SImma, 2012) &S yasie | dan 20 b ez SLI e 51 i Sl s Ll 5 o

Sl sl (g oS Sl Sl LB Slo3 U L g5 0 613 G Y wsle b ol g5 1m0 Jlas J a8 s K (s g
sdm A BLOLL L ssdoes g5 g1l patal 5wl g i SLR1 5 15k 3555 sty das plal | mlo Lais (sl 05V
e 53 (938 Sl rex ol pl g sl ediasOLES p s 50 ) (Dinstein, 2017)

wle Sl (mho oS LA lacand s 4 el 53 il e Db ol LaST L 00501 SIS il 5158 B e sler
3 oss 3 esliul Cus g e (Il pl 53 LS el 1) e 55 ) esliad e 2 b SOl Ll wdad (galatil lags o5
(Gray, 2018) 555 o Jate omax el &g s phe gl x50 mlan

Slld3l Wlos S 2 lacd g & ¢ o 3 50 o CU; w«.ﬁujl o3liinle g 31 (58 sl 55 sege LRE Sl s Zulg o
Ll 2LLas 53 03 s (s Sty Mallon Olsis s mzman 5 15 )l S w5 g e plis Olge o | 25 ey
Macdonald, ) le 3U rexr plss J 88 Comd b 5 s 5 pdy BB g5 e g5 5l o5 28 s oS ol o3l OLES &8 SIS
(2014

Ld s s G Ole 05155 bl b 5 ol Jhallipn Gsm 55 g5 50 gls G o pide 5 J 28 ool i ol (G50 <6 s0mme 2
S o S S a5 s s e Dl 4 Gl B S Gler e B oy 55

Hdlom Bsi 53 g2 gs gl

Ty g, CL%: A

e 3138 Do ad s G Glepled Bl alax S plp 53 L & Sl 3l w3 6l S50 ol g3 e gl
Glhze 355 5 035 oy e BB s o plol ads Sabl il w5 wlbds 5l ST 51 i 8 €Ki S (B sa
(Habibi, 2017) VaAY Jle ;5 Gls (slazen sla, 5815 4 Ll il ahe dle 65 8 o o gumes (ST 5 5laei

Lol 555, 53 lodes sl (Lloal it &1yl Galosy 51 Gids o ynd cdomte Mo giie 5 Mo amslr Gliwe Lo usley sbiwd a3
53,5 Sl 3l ol dowte Ja e a5 J 53 ls o e (53031 55l &3 5 oty Lasl a4 Jle anslr Glie 0315 5
seeldlas = g0 5 5l G e sbiakas s (Helmi, 2015) ol aitle el (61558 Sl b 51 om0 il ge |5 Lasl
St walde 51018 o« Jadlipn Bt 53 psete (nl G5 (el 1o camed il 0l AST el Jlasl 1 (s )lss 5 5 bk
.(Omidi, 2015) c o ¢ Pl e st 5 e 3550 oS abe sla Sy i S

oS alas -

Qo b Sos8 dibe (J ghenn 1o (63 3 sdiSdar &S S50 53 ol Tl il slSdes Ol e ale § e CL&: Cou s

g5 Lol il 55 plos 5 el (AL (g5 2aln 3131 cpl ahas ST s w0 didiins (5 3503 39 5 SBICSI OLIUGE s Ols (il

TR




s § By (35 innlS S gy

Ludizs (g AL S5 Wle s (Fp o blis s (Masoudi, 2022) S stad Gl lasl SI) 4 Ll o e 35 5 S 55 00
Sile o Blae Oyl Ol 5 Sde S s Sl cé\.l.ajw\@;méé;}geu'\ﬁsaj_éﬂlﬂ):d.és

o 5,90 Y

Slile 0 5B VAY 03be Ol ) (6 ,aS il g8 5 ool cpl 39l po 50 «Qljﬁigj'l CLS;» Jelo 5 s 355 5l Cblis 4 5 i g CL&;
(53 35 o eSOl s G5 B ol G g 3 il 0 48 0 ol o s 5 OLIT il il Gl 500
bl e aSl (s il s wie ol 3 e )l 55 Jl- cpl L o(Bastani, 2014) e b s 0105 Sl ps ol
oliezal 4 be g s 5l gl LT ol £33 5 «Bagheri, 2014) 1l Gl 53 65K glas 4 5l SWS B LS Guiss pldl )
b sl (SeS sl s

S b 5 e 0 g g el -

Cas 5 pin ‘)j.ai.a Loy L pls! S sl dbe (G50 DLl s gl [SURTGS0 I P9 (fa el ahamy ol 53 g5 gl
Ll S s plBI L il Jed 5 S8 AL e e s AST gl 5 dem 0510y Ml 5 S iamen I
.(Khosravi, 2014)

o9l 9 oels Y

13,05 352 5 edas kb 93 Gl 4 ST o g o

doco Ol jn 335 (e ikites Ol S ) abam Izl Sl L1 gl 51 20 Slads il mdlibe ilos 453150 4,5
.(Habibi, 2017) LL s <500 S, Sbltlh (S8 iy &> sl A8 s el lsis des &2 abd s

o3ls deds ol @ a8 O (O] rjﬁl SVsle b dax 3l (6, Kb Gl g S Sl S0 el Dlrs t as ys 0 s Y
.(Bagheri, 2014) a1l Jlal wods 1 zio b S

Aloladly il g3 ¢ imnt Al ol 3 pehs Silokss (slaely plod o 555 plonil Sloj imy 5L (655,50 il g ol o s
33 45 U8 o kS @l SN Jao 4 503 mils gt glis a1 pll il 53 b 58 s des L Oben
et gl (5155 b a8 il ol o8l 658 520 0 sle b w2yl s (Akbari, 2016) - g Hallo G5
P &9,:.» CL%; .Y
@}Fwd;\j,awl.wlﬁ.wl@;&(ﬁjlgl@bﬁd&bﬁSQMU})@&;&@y\aumljlé‘&v@fbcm
w;)\;mtg»amasmfw’u}w%p@u;awm el S35 oMl ) st (s enbin B 53 ol
o8l 51 (s e hoy byt sl 5 S pn OB el S8 el by paS b 5 T il L3 s s s
(Pakzad, 2014) 45 . o ol

i 235 Gl Ol o g e S ol plis Sy L Saslae glacd s s Sas (s mbe 5 Sl i Sl ol culs o s
Il 53 OF e 5 &S5 55 pallians 5 ollad slacJledy andd > 6 2Ssls Ml 0l 6l Syl 0k Bldas A5 0

garn glos (pdly 55 5 S pdlel S5l Of codoze NG s Shas s o glos .bi\f.uébrjr.l& Qs 4 Olgs &S ol col VAAP

K




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

S a5 sl psade opl 5 OT wals wliaie o 5 28 L Ll 5 Sl ol (sl sl 3 s gl 5 e 0l S
(Masoudi, 2022) ol sLas 53 doe P 5l T b ol onl 1z e eslinad SVlet

doe Jho s 485 -

S lasbioiilse 658 0 il ails Laxlg Cunle dizudlp o ol slowl Sldabes 8 22I8 OV oles ol Gai o
oo & Lael Sligad Ol (ol Sopo 3 o5 55 e Ol Tl dote e e VoY sl .l b kil sl oliadzm 5
Ol 2 oale ol (35 LT (o a3 35 Al (Sl e ligad Ml slaaslbindl e ol 51 30 Slagas 5 5t
(Sanei, 2023) 1,13 AST (e o b o> o pdie b ol sabes o Gllas 0y

Gob e Col 5 OF b psle pae Sas Ll il e Bad B 1l (S Sldalee ) Lkiee K3 a5 S
o83 badley opl ol (Ardebili, 2021) 5,10 352 5 (s 5 s 3l S e oS Sldales O 5 Jl= 0l bl g2e 8
Je Oljlo s siie slie (s Osemsl 55 T esle ¥y b il Saalen 55 1859 05l 55 5 5520 slie L SLE AL (50 Lok
(Ziaei Bigdeli, 2014) 5,5 oS> 5 K5 wlis Olow 2 L 5L e sls Sllidl  doze

Slodhus de O 45,0 -

Sl @ el (i (55558 S|l (Armed Attack) (Wl dem) S g 535 (e g5 000 13 4 ey lp sl b2
Sl 03 S diloks ha (20 EIB 35S 4l () 535S 4SS DU b b 555 4 e ste (0 K05 5558 ade mer pls
.(Nezhandi Manesh, 2015) 5|t 35> (3 rhe §63 ade g5 0§53 oS Sl )l Canl il

e Slaes S pliel ol itns Ol gy Sty bk o o pgie o @ el W SIS i 53 6 2S0ls Ml Ol
St b o el s Sl s, 15 g5, sl 51 OT BT 5 S5 2S4S 358 e o peies allbis ales Jloj L
gL e oS s (ibehis oz plglas 55 o0 smime o5 4 g b s sl o altlie ST Ol 5 Sl (S
o35S 4 oS 3,10 5y e Medli Gsim 53 sledsls on &5 55 uST Olps (wmen (Stome, 2016) &S 3lo 1) ¢35
Macdonald, ) &S wer g3,0e gl 4 pllil Sl 3 52S awy Colgys O3l 5 oo Uil ol G o das o3|
(2014

bl 4, 4 STy ) o gleelBuys

5 WU D 313 ol hans slay 528 1 e Sl lnl rar pUs Ldiine 03l timer U5 anuyd OBl )
oS S L O plowil s [y Olsbrte OF Gl 25 Sl 5 aloabes alasm iy a3 3 Ol g3 @618 o 3 SGg) Lkinn 53,55
(Verdross, 2017) s5lu o eLiSU | ra g3 ,50 g5 G Slas 5 &5 o G555

S g | Sl mhe Llg e rex g0 plis Ldites o 6 dex ws S ol il S 5L e glos anw s Oluizs Y
,,ﬁ,a;smo\ﬁj;};é;ﬂ?ww@wuw&ﬁjj\umdﬁﬁu;awwélﬁﬂwum,;;w,%tuj

(Farer, 2014) > 4% plas SIS 905,08 lacw S~ e AR P

K




s § By (35 innlS S gy

S 3N SaS oo il go 5 e £33 oy oMol byl s il gl (mlo Laim 5 pls 3> Ol ol wculg o
RGSOW [ PR G P

aliws C‘,J;.n CL%.: Y

olitnl 4y 45 ol ol hdlipn Gsim 53 palis 53S0l o 51 S (Preemptive Self-Defense) albs iy g5 50 pbs
Jol Ols LS (o0 A gl A2l (alad 5 ¢ B0l 3 abe a5 ol 2 5o Ll sl o)L Jadll ks aham 6 35 51 |3 055
(Gray, 2018) .S skl Jsl s 0 o3ls 43 farin gos G 5 dite Yo ) piie (1Y esle )3 555 4 Ju s e

5 bl b ol bl el BB eibabes alomy g5 51 oy W gt gl G piie O) ssle i o Gulul
Jsl 4,8 sl sl el ¢35 I 53 udbobasl 5 alad (5558 Oyt oy e &S ol 5 53 4 Wdiiee OLIWS g
S0 b yd 534S 5405 (Caroline Case, 1837) (5,80 5w b jlas 5o adoy o8 s cpl il SLe st 5 il 6 Ll 5 e
(Dinstein, 2017) 3 5 » s Glws i gls Cue s pie sl 1) 3 ey bzl OIS ple 5 (5

Lditee (it ol gy A5l LISy 51 a5 515 s5m s B s S5 5 s Ols ol Sl olan Jolloye: G5 o
Dinstein, ) 454 ( ulg (Sl sl 3 03311 Sasr alom (§ 35t 5 ) LA 8 ol 5 80 55 53 s iy g3 S
gL ¢ sgho dnmn i o8 Lisls ST 5038 s 3 pdome Sl ) L33 & s £ 21 (S et S A3l (S5 85 S Jlis 53 (2017
(Gray, 2018) &S ezl |y j55 4 J s o ool Ll e ilies iy

(Wlodkos o § 390 b5 5y iy 503 S Ll 1 il i s oo s e s b g a1 3 55 5 AS3l Mdlon Ol
Ol azm i JB adly Al o 4 muly o Gy o5 5l eslinad o 5 8 e Ol W SIS andd 53 el axils uST
Sliws i pls psgie 5208 4 Cond 53 51 (ol Sl 03 sl s o .(Macdonald, 2014) s L Juzl Lag
LS 35 bl

ol 783 01 55k i ged Ailed S ks 03 28 ) wiliws S U3 psgie 52 el oo 3 0304 dad sy (& bl b
Sl 5 feass S SILAE ehsa b SlLag ale dlies el Ll Ol &S Cnl YooY L s sdete YL L
L Gl ala 5 g5 ke gl Ol 5y 15 0wl pe el QUG s 03 28 5Ll Lo Soss ool 35 = dae 1) oz sliS
(Gray, 2018) 5 5 . e

Ll Ll el s gm s O s pie y galad ool ool (O] 35500 s o 5y Jall Gsim 5 il i s et 3
4 Ll e psahe l Spe ool b 3 A e U BB el LB 2 s g Sl B e g Bl s s e | OF OL1G e
LS andi |y 555 4 Jes el 5 058 LS ey Ol a5 6l 6l

(Preventive Self-Defense) <&z ¢Us ¥

D33 3 eslial a5 el jolee Pl Gsim 3l o 5585 pazile 51 S (Preventive Self-Defense) «l S gl
gl g5 onl @ly 5o daas o il b S blodds hd wlochie a0 S5 Leia 45 553 0 Sl Sldgs ade

(Gray, 2018) »,Is « p sl SloauT 53 Lag gy dlaal 5 ol il g gl 51 515 g e

gk




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

Q_ilL;:,é.nﬂm.‘éj.Q.,u\o.x.i:Q}WWJQMMM»CJBJQJM)JL@Uﬁw&b:ygw(‘p‘)};@a\ osle ulol
Sl b 53 i & il w815 e a0 281y b g5 sl eslinad oS das o 0L 50 (6,28l Madlops Olsss a5 o3l
b OB s g ST a5 515 0l s Sy eites by e il gl 2 WSk pls (ol 4l (Macdonald, 2014)
o1 L3 GAolE 53 e ()Y o3l 53 595 4 Jush e Joo

(e aiS Sloded 5 (Ml a5 5 Ao 95 Sl 5 5eh b Do slis 53 8 S e IVl 61,80y s w5 011 b
(S L (S S8 1 St Al Al g el 518 sl Gl BB St ol Ko alax 5535 6 03 S o
el arl e Mal By analr 03 28 Cdlle oS nl - ol L (Dinstein, 2017) S ol s o o ol bi (51
osbitls g (gl 1y oly cJoe L3 5035 ChmaS 1) a5 a4 Jes e ki ol Wil e 0l Sk plis 20y 45 Wkies Olkize
30l 5 el Ols e p e ol 1S 4SS AST o s 53 65 it S 35k lpen o lg G K 4 5 5 e
(Gray, 2018) .S . il o 1) Mo Obsle ra ol els 5300 o Sl

Ll 2 aS ool 03 50 515 ages By 3)se Wi pis s e oS s e 0L 5 Ml s
Ml amsl 51 i 5 OUIG i s Slslast b Sbeladl ol Yoot Jl s Bl Ko aile cbiles S sland odeaily Sl g
(Brownlie, 2008) col oad il g 5,00 plis 5 b e 5 puss soonds 5l (51405303 Ol ity 5 0 ax s

Dot b By JB b e S Olgisay B 5 Sl (B pland 8L Wl Gt o 8,8y pis SuiS Olise i s 2
Sty plos 53 oS (Sl S sl (g Caalad Ol 5 Sl adholi) 3 aliws iy gls L OF lial sl 355 oo A5 3 3dme
L1 S e o Jllo G ol Ol L1500 OF By o s mas g ol (03 5 Sl B 5 48 S0 IS5 50 g8
LS 4l g Al

s gl 5 ey,

OV osbe @ sbaud js bedgs 4wy, N

gls sbaul 4 oS Ly slizel ol 2 ol amsls 55k i OV esle 3l Gede ks 4 Loy i8S CIEN Yo o) slin V) Sl 5l ao b
Aol s Bty 3 oSS 51 paman A Jougio 555 4 chitd s b )5ES ple 53 85 s 5 gbaes S ade Ol b g5 e
1 S1 i Jns ks OMam w im0l 53 S s 5 slaes S Jlarsl SVl 1 (6Kt [ shiey Ol el
Wnsd8 53 5l szl O esle 3l m g ks 41 S ¢ il 5 s sli B A el ooz VLT O gmes dacd s 50 3 Shes
ol Yon) li V) sl g gd s tilets st 5354 a0l el pligl 5 s 5 O Jlie 3 maliew 1) a3l Sl iy
et a3 S (6355 5 ez g5 e gl o (ol s b el melome 5 el ss 350 55 bl 22 S sl
4 ol dimne Sy sl Sl ol Pl 503 i gt g e o gghe 45 Ll slizel Oliety il 5 OB i S el
wodlel 5 Lol bl mlam SLLBl 5L laadlel ol gl slaaobiakad Jols (Yool STV B el VY o b go a0
Slasl 5l Sopen ol 4l anw s OF als 5 ol Dol gt plis s 0del oS sl OF odims Ol (oDl 3l a8 Olasla

(Sharifi, 2003) col g 550 55800 O 03le o g0 i (ol by 003 ST 51 el 3 OV o3le Wy ek 0 il (5155

X




s § By (35 innlS S gy

Wl 0313 i 1 g pte g3 Baie ol Vo) el V) Sl 45 ol ditme Ul A QUG i Sl el 555
osle s sbial a4 oS Slacdss sl 5 U slael olad il gl s slael slod acdgs aam 4y g, Gay Lr b &S du) o b
Wl 33l dSlen ¢ teo 5 Olosler G dan 5 anloboslo w5 dam O oS 550 S ol 55 L3 S pas 51 el pie O
gl G 4 (Sl Sl il s Dpe 53 LB s 5 68 pute gls G a S e SLA S s cd Sl S by
Sharifi, ) i8S oew ST G e (68 IS 51 0l o LT 48 A8 o = oo 5 Jlger cnl BLE ol 53 (65 iy sor s oo §50
(2003

)i Jugs ol g w¥sle i Sla s 53 o s Jhedlo Gsim 53 oa op IS (Slodyl o)l pan Sy S
S g e s 3 S OAE g5 5 shileds el £ gian WSy Ve 5 Sl e S5l 5 ol ade pBs 5o el (g
sl e BLEI ol s Cal gl sl s Shas 5 s (& s 4 0 L cliws Sy pUs plie 3 55 L;;)Sgg;.:pjff.nr\pli
ol Ml 5 LK ¢ as A gas .Y

VAPY oS Sge Ol oo

g oSGl Gy bl el SIS (I 3y 5 LS 3550 3 355 DS sgde 4 diloane ale ST T slesl G
41&}JU,:U.:S«%me,é«;wuvtmﬁ);s@wwow;ﬁu.;;,f&mﬁpuu@w&o\j;m%p
Dot 3 eddnl 75250 Osal y Dl-Lie I 5 A8 e bae o 1y gl 3, Sy w3l oL Kl S e S ls e 1
(Sajedi, 2024) w3, 515l fws i § g g0 5k Al s o 5 s, &S

VAPV bl sl 5 ol 9, it Kim

(Mo Ol b Bl (slag 5 o Sl (Sl 228 (555 4 1 e sk 5 ol 38 bowr (Gl e 53 pan IS0 VAPV 355 s
05 Sl (s &S > 53 5 G amds (352w Ol o 5 5 (O3 6LAJJ:34564L<;A L3 S S 5y Sl 5 5 b Gl e
355053 35 Jlsl a1y 058 4ol 5 o8 418 daw Sl el (S 53 53,5 LS Bl 1 (s e sl s iy ol3)
(Rafiei, 2003)

g8 ) SS sl Sl s i ol 5o a8 s S IVl LSl sdlad conly ol 5 5e 5 ol (gl ss Dl S1e 0L 5
Ly olgiy (oes mozme b 5 ol s bl opl g3l B 5 Cose e glacd s s Sl gl aer S
YFP YYD Y VY slaaaliaad 5o o5 e eial o s 5 3,5 35 5558 OF €IS 55l DI 5 s 1y el o) o sSome 4
kRl AST G i1 s L o8 palo ojss i Ko b bLSI s 5855 2l U 5 oid Sl ea iy &S VYV
(Momtaz & Saberi Ansari, 2012) 5 G |51l 6liws i abe Cue s i pde b Cue s e 4 GlosLa

a3 el o ld 5 sy dote P Olosle Jas i b Sl Sliws ity ol O oS s S Leal Sl OIS i Ol 31
Jos nl St csmsas pome a5 il (Sl58 08 1z sl 035 AU 1 0T s sl S e Olasla ! & 5505 03I Ol s

I




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

(Medlops Gsi= 53 50 0 KIS (i a5 3 (5 o) e poaie (Dol 0dd el Sl S e 4y el 53 LS 5 3005 3 gdous
(Mozaffari, 2003) s34 e Jals 55 15 xes i S35 3 Ll

VAAY Gl e STyl o3| Slasb 4 T sl aho

G g mloadad e 15 e 50 s oS L pl 38 o a1y &Sk g5 e ps ey 5 sba Ll DAAY JL
Oloe 51ty oy oo b Ll aSST 51 g e L3 csleha g G S g oS 003 252 et ol 651 iy el e
L5 550 Dlanl &8 s (il J31 ol (S 3l Lm ol y (il 035,550 Ko 4y S slite L2815 S o ol AL a3y
B sz 3550 Sl Glogh 53 gy aSST S ey 550 0l 53 23 8 13 Gia ol Sl st Ll (sl ey 55 4l G oy
S sbolenn icils bl sl 03,5 ks sl ok 5o s sde plos 4l 0Ly b Tl 151 51 g5 3 5528 (pl sdiled o2 S
(ol Bl 528 glbade LB jsba 0 st pos wuls canl ol feds 5 o 55 o Ol SUIS msdin o 5o
(Tavernier, 2006)

Goim dolsd Sos 5 domte Mo jstie 2 15 01 5 58 58w iy 1y il ml o1 FAV waliadad s b 15500 OF o5 e
Kl Wl

VAAD i 55 & il ol Ao

Jos Olgea Iy s cpl 50 o Oloslo el (gly5 5 550 axlge ol amslr Ll Cdlls 5 ST L 5 a0 Ll el alos
3 00 3lels 1,185 5l

VAP o 4 odoete YL ahas
4:|)\L;,MJJ¢J>@M>L;;\L5L5‘&;wﬁﬁ&&i,ﬁi&igum@@g,;«svﬁ;)}w&uﬁﬁ@ﬂ&;ﬂ\&;w
(Sajedi, 2024) 12 axlse S gs uds slisl Lo S

VAAY 5l ,e 4 edoute YL dhes

4 S el sdowze VLT AAY UL 53 oS a0 Ol 53 codomte SVLI ) s s 0y B TP 03 ek O 5l g
O S s ol pen 4 s S e Al 1 sdisl Jas Comlion 8 1 s 5 Bl slacalem Bl ) A3 sees Bls
(Sajedi, 2024) cils o sdoete CVUI Jas S iSoms Sz 53 e 535S 55 SIS

VAAA 15 g 5 Olsilis) 4 K jal sdoete YL aho

53 3 VA Sl Ve s Sl g 385 4 bl (LI56 5 LS s I el (slaalsi i 53 (65108 omy s 4 VAAA gl V
ol 3 (618 g el s I ol g 5 ey Gl D Ve o S 5l el 63l Lo 15 S p3lel L g 5108 s 4 el
ol oo 555 51l (slp s o3l ol 350 508 ot Mo ptie OV esle Billae oS Sl ol aler SO (S s IS5 el
(Solhchi, 1998) aas oL

g rte g1 Jool LB 55 cedonte VLI 5 Conla S s cnl ool a5 b 03V walil S 5505 (3l Gl O 51

Culaz 5590 Oleaslidl 53 acans 55 5 Lgl.mli:bﬁ &G l&fTA.LQ;- Al e r\.l.%l Ols g 5 Oliedladl s e 59 5 h;l.mlfil_; @ o= L

gk




s § By (35 innlS S gy

s il a5 (6l Sl slalesl 5 23 8 515 o el s s s 0l g 53 ($lagsls b5 4 Kol alam 5 (235 13
3 55 w3l Jsd 550

TN Ol s il 55 Sl 4 41 o

bl a1y 355 Bl il Ol Wl 285 Spm Ol slas e 53 05,8 OF w1 sl sbaml 5 OBl & il 53 SSem (
S g s e ss S s slacdlis 3l (pl s gal slaul st OV e3le 4y 355 SLIGH (gl 5 il Sl (51552

S 3l Ol e et e i ss iy prames 5 Mol anelr o ol oS ilosd e 525 5 03 B 1gs 3 Jeb s s b
Joste 535 4 g e glos plis 55 B S0 S 4 el o (Ll S 1E sy 5 S o ime 53 S glacd s 4 S
OF 5 atee S ol el 0o w0 aol Sl o Lol oy amsl cilazils 355 SblaBl a5 55 e 5 300 OV o3le @ slizad b 5 Lilols
(Sajedi, 2024) <l 4 05 1,

‘f\@j(\;u{qwu;;tﬁ‘&wﬂ;;)w,w\,tﬁ‘uay PR P G PR I PSPPI RN
N a5l G B egnl by ol ok Mol s 0ol (6,5 IS 51 wle s 5 Mol amslr (30l ool 550
S placdss Laly) 5o e 55 4 IS dlabis aher Ol sty s 5 o (A e (Ml (Bye odelB To0) slins
{(Sharifi, 2003) 55 a3 § K& s oo L3 S e slawl edels ool o

O osle (5 s (5l 2l

5 DA 3 el s Gy s (@ls o 6585 g0 53 |y rer 5 (60,8 gls 1D G oS e Jlo 50 O ol
(SIS s 51 Gids iy x5 L e 5 Oby o lal J2 wesle plcanl jolas Jldlig Gsim Dl R0 0 g = (e 52
(Gray, 2018) cl o35 axls0 (g (6 s sl 2l L o)l san

S i oS il 03 SO st doe Jlo ) s ol (Armed ATACK) (lrhos ey o ggie 3 plasl (lil (2l s
Sheslizal Ol 3 S0 205 & SIS anas s (6 28l Madlips Ol 358 o Csmms (Wlehs o ¢ ol fbj\ ¢ ax L oys)
ol = ol b .(Macdonald, 2014) Ll 0) el Jgaiie 1y 555 ST o S00s LS 5 558 BB S8 (@lbebs dbo) 5 (G55
el g 7S5 O 3 50 Olizmas S

e s O3l s S ade Sl alomy S m po 5 sbas OV osle il (3108 Okl s g0 s alis o s
S g A OF Jgotin 350 s Slaes S b 55 plnil ad s (s 51 Ll Al aham LT o8 4 ol atiia Ll S oo
S IS o 98 OLRSL 2l 03 g e plos OSB! 2 Gty el 5l 53 5 a5 51 (55l Y0 ) el V) S0l
(Dinstein, 2017) col g Gl Joms Olizmas § 5550 cpl L

;ﬁd‘.;mw@swm L ¢ 5t plos LT a8 S pas jasedn sdga OV osle .ol frie g8 G g5 Ol p e SHx
S ol e 61Kty o 5 b iy plis Sl (6,8 UK Slaeies cplanl ol ol sl LB 35 53 M B g 3l s L

.(GI'ay, 2018) Js.;\a_li.); 0) osle )‘ uﬁ)l:.?.a L;Uhﬂw.ﬁ g 34

X




Ao oo sgdie O odlo 3> £opdo £LO é’gu))g

Ll aels) Gloj Bl (olis DLl as oS (0 0L OV e3le ol g5 000 £ 16 Al b (3l sdome L3 ol S5 i woler SN
Sy e abbas e b Sl 1 (Y Sl sl a8 ol 03,5 e el s il 1 03 Slalidl ol (51 55 oS
(SImma, 2012) coul el g 500 plos Cus s pte L3155 Coel sl alstlie 350 o)l ps Ll Corge 5050 0
S o il S35 w0 3 DU 55158 w ke 1 L g OV el a1l OF s LT 5 as il 5 bl oy 2l
ot 3l s S els St] sl g as e s el 025 ol pen 53 s 03May b o ol el gl pts
.(Brownlie, 2008) ..

ol el 0 (2 lete oS 5 gt il Slaaes (SIS walie G35 iy pds 5 IS Coale s 4 58k O) e3le i sama 53
Lojls g ekl Ol S Hbay g o Olosle e ol ¢Ué.'. 5 lacd s C)J;,.a Cl.é: G Ol O5ly &S s e Olis s il
Lol Sl gy 5 eSS Sla s

S 2S4S

g ol Olor il it 5 bl G2 Wl S 53 st 3 G s (slie 1 e Ol e Jle 55200 01 sl
Sl 83,5 G i gmonr 5 (53,8 s 13 G ot liicnn e b iesle ) S oo Ll g el B S8 5 s & Jos
OLES s e 3 b Ja o oalin Jlowi oz ol el L3l 1535 Mo Olisle man el pllas 5 ol 3 oSl Ols sl
el polaa Pl 3 i laio (50l pakile 5 (S 5 (S Olames 05 ol oS e s

ot el ke .l OV ele 3 pnseie plerd gt g3 eipm 53 mlad illa s o das e OLE SEags ol slawsly
s a0 Doslite Ll 6,8 IS Comse ol pnad 5 lodld (i a0 335 Oy seots (Sl (Sl 5 p‘Y SlalaBh) 5 (il
U clorhans dham 5 (555 5l eslizah Ol SS& L5 S 20 &S00 s 55 (6 xaSsls Mol Olgps ool edd 3 sa> o S5
el 4385513 UG g aad 5 3550 oS sba 58 SIS ppl Lol s EalS 1 plal (g

Clé: el ok BBl Ha5 4 Joos sl il C}Jﬁ-« Ol dlipn Gsi> oS das e 0L g3 Clé.s C\f‘ Jels s Gy )
(e ealie ¢ Ll 53 s 2y LB ks e ¢35 Gl 53 (G ol SIS JISE Olpses a5 (535 50
231 abias s oy 2S5 (& &S S o3 LleriS Al w0 15 0V esle i gla el [ Kiy g3 o5 sar 5 wliws iy £l
sl 5 o Wl ol a5 Jlea) Sl e oS 8Ky pBs Als o U LG Al O3 3 5llcs B o) s
By A e S si

SO wr e el ol Sl sd ol Jla 55 5 Slosa s ol Sl e g s G (g5l gdome 5 1S 5o ol Slysd B (e
b oosoms 1y 5 5l eslinal asls L8 g o SLIBI ST 5 <l ale LUy Lasds Ll SL o] gs ooy Slalwsl
exlitle oo 51 (5,8 sl sl Pl Bsim s S35 0dins0lis 55 il (s ph o> SLIGI as 28 ol LS Culs

Ll 50 s 0 5gde ) o] ss

K




iy § Soli> add ga.“uas Sy iagh

o 4zl 3 el Sl 5L ot ol pem OV e3le i oS das e 0L Wi s Jas wsy s p syl L
ol Ol 518 b e 5 LI s Sl (6ol 5 5148 Wles S a5 1) Sl g5 i 1 g ps 403 S slanl L dacd s
el Pl G 53 (lacdss as Ly 5 (and s G i Ol BIKE sdas(lid (Cumy () 5,8 o 53 55

(St 5 ol Glaplal s Hedlowm Gsim 53 355 sl ol b e 5200 0) a3l 45 3 S s Ol o algs o
O pyts ( Jdlor el 5 b B 5,0 5 g e s 513 G Ol 0315 ol (S ok 5 Slarss anm s aelS Oliean
Jos Ml Gt sl Jpol sl 3 5 bl b cosle ol ks 5 o3lined 53 oMl sloslgs on 5 bl ps oo S o
3575 ol adlr G Dbl a5 gl ol @ g e gl JodS 5 a5 4 Jes e Jeol S bt (sl 8 s S
sl dal

5 Sl Mol Oles L8 @) anw s (ol Glypd AB CosE 4 atels g e plos i syl S 015 e el b
S ol ol a8 il Al Ol e Jarl i 55 LS el OV eale Jlash Ll 15 5 550 03L03 epds) i S5 plal (68 IS
LS Ll Ol ysba | Sis S il 53 ediylssl 5 S 2o bl ¢l b 5 SO e e

e ool

2l s gy bl sLas dﬁ@ ol anlllas el s

O ks 6 Syl

L3 S el Sl i 0B 5 eled sl 5 s

S
Ll a2l Jlo el ags

EXTENDED SUMMARY
The prohibition on the threat or use of force constitutes one of the foundational principles of the
contemporary international legal order and occupies a central position within the Charter-based
system established after the Second World War. Article 2(4) of the Charter of the United Nations
requires member states to refrain from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or
political independence of any state, while Article 51 recognizes an exception in the form of the
inherent right of individual or collective self-defense in the event of an armed attack. The legal
significance of self-defense therefore lies in its exceptional character: it permits conduct that would
otherwise fall within the general prohibition on the use of force, but only under narrowly defined
substantive and procedural conditions. The right is generally understood not as a right created by
the Charter, but as a pre-existing customary entitlement expressly preserved and regulated by Article
51 (Brownlie, 1963; Simma, 2012; Ziaei Bigdeli, 2023). At the same time, the historical development of
the doctrine reveals that self-defense acquired its present legal importance only after the gradual
restriction and eventual prohibition of war as an instrument of national policy. Before the twentieth
century, states enjoyed broad freedom to resort to war, and there was consequently little need to
justify military action by reference to self-defense. With the Covenant of the League of Nations, the
Kellogg—Briand Pact, and ultimately the Charter of the United Nations, the legal order shifted from
regulation of war toward its prohibition, making self-defense the principal lawful basis for unilateral
military force (Brownlie, 2004; Dana, 2021). This transformation also explains why the interpretation
of Article 51 has become one of the most contested fields of international law. Questions concerning
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the meaning of “armed attack,” the relationship between treaty law and customary law, the
requirements of necessity, proportionality, and immediacy, the scope of collective self-defense, and
the permissibility of anticipatory or preventive action remain deeply controversial. The tension
underlying these debates is structural: an overly restrictive interpretation may deprive states of the
ability to protect their survival and security, whereas an expansive interpretation risks eroding the
prohibition on the use of force and enabling states to legitimize military action through unilateral
and politically motivated claims of defense (Dinstein, 2017; Gray, 2018; Sajedi, 2024).

The present study examines the right of self-defense under Article 51 of the Charter of the United
Nations through a descriptive-analytical method grounded in international legal doctrine, Charter
interpretation, state practice, and the jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice. Its primary
objective is to clarify the legal foundations, conditions, forms, and limitations of self-defense and to
evaluate whether Article 51 has succeeded in balancing the security interests of states with the
collective interest in maintaining international peace and security. The analysis begins with the
concept of self-defense as an inherent right and then situates it within the broader legal prohibition
on force. It further distinguishes aggression from armed attack, because not every unlawful use of
force reaches the threshold required to activate Article 51. The definition of aggression adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly and later developments concerning the crime of aggression
provide interpretive guidance, but they do not fully resolve the distinction between lower-level uses
of force and armed attacks of sufficient gravity (Mousazadeh & Foroughinia, 2012; Najafi Abrandabadi
& Khazani, 1995). The jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice, particularly the Nicaragua
case and the Oil Platforms case, has reinforced a restrictive approach by differentiating between the
most grave forms of force and less serious violations, and by insisting that defensive action must be
necessary and proportionate (Khosravi, 2016; Macdonald, 2014; Momtaz, 2005). The study also
examines the supervisory role of the Security Council, the duty to report defensive measures, and the
temporary nature of unilateral self-defense pending effective Council action. In addition, it analyzes
individual, collective, anticipatory, and preventive self-defense, with particular attention to the legal
controversies generated by terrorism, non-state actors, cyber operations, and weapons of mass
destruction. These developments have intensified disagreement over whether the traditional Charter
framework remains adequate for contemporary security threats or whether customary law has
evolved toward a broader understanding of defensive necessity (Akbari, 2016; Habibi, 2017; Masoudi,
2022).

The findings indicate that the occurrence of an armed attack remains the central substantive
threshold for the lawful exercise of self-defense. Article 51 does not authorize force in response to
every violation, hostile act, political pressure, or threat, but only when the gravity, scale, and effects
of the conduct are sufficient to qualify as an armed attack. The distinction is particularly important
in cases involving support for armed groups, cross-border incidents, low-intensity violence,
terrorism, and cyber operations. The International Court of Justice has generally treated the sending
of armed bands capable of carrying out attacks comparable in scale and effects to regular military
operations as potentially constituting an armed attack, while mere assistance, financing, logistical
support, or provision of weapons may amount to unlawful intervention or a prohibited use of force
without necessarily triggering the right of self-defense (Macdonald, 2014; Stone, 2016). This
restrictive threshold is intended to prevent the exceptional right of self-defense from swallowing the
general prohibition on force. In addition to the armed-attack requirement, defensive measures must
satisfy necessity, proportionality, and immediacy. Necessity requires that force be used only where
no reasonably effective non-forcible alternative exists and where the defensive response is genuinely
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required to halt, repel, or prevent the continuation of the attack. Proportionality does not demand
numerical equivalence between the original attack and the response, but requires that the scale,
duration, geographical reach, and intensity of the response remain connected to the legitimate
defensive objective (Dinstein, 2017; Gardam, 1993; Gray, 2018). Immediacy further requires a
sufficiently close temporal connection between attack and response, although reasonable delays may
be justified by operational, logistical, or evidentiary necessities. When a response is too remote in
time or directed primarily toward punishment rather than defense, it risks becoming an unlawful
reprisal rather than an act of self-defense (Mohammad Alipour, 2000; Naderi, 1972). The analysis also
confirms that reporting to the Security Council is a mandatory procedural obligation under Article
51 and serves purposes of transparency, institutional supervision, and collective assessment, even
though failure to report does not automatically settle the substantive legality of the defensive action
(Brownlie, 2008; Simma, 2012).

The study further finds that individual and collective self-defense are legally distinct but governed
by the same core requirements. Individual self-defense permits the victim state itself to respond to
an armed attack, whereas collective self-defense allows third states to use force in support of the
victim. Collective self-defense, however, cannot be exercised solely on the basis of an assisting state’s
unilateral assessment. The victim state must identify itself as having been attacked and must request
assistance from other states. These requirements are essential because they distinguish lawful
assistance from unauthorized intervention and prevent powerful states from invoking the defense of
weaker states as a pretext for military involvement (Nezhandi Manesh, 2015; Pakzad, 2014). The
Nicaragua judgment strongly influenced the law in this respect by emphasizing the need for a request
from the attacked state and by rejecting broad claims of collective self-defense unsupported by the
necessary factual and procedural conditions (Farer, 2014; Macdonald, 2014). The analysis also
highlights the supremacy of the Charter under Article 103, which means that regional defense
arrangements and military alliances cannot lawfully authorize conduct inconsistent with the
Charter’s prohibition on force. Collective-defense treaties such as NATO remain subordinate to the
Charter and must operate within the framework of Article 51 and the broader system of collective
security (Ardebili, 2021; Sanei, 2023; Ziaei Bigdeli, 2014). The Security Council plays a particularly
important role in this structure. It receives reports of defensive action, evaluates threats to peace,
determines the existence of aggression, and may adopt sanctions, authorize collective force, or
otherwise replace unilateral defense with institutional measures. Nevertheless, political division,
veto use, selectivity, and institutional delay have often limited the Council’s effectiveness. These
shortcomings have encouraged states to interpret the temporal scope of self-defense expansively and
to argue that their unilateral measures may continue until the Council adopts genuinely effective
action rather than merely formal resolutions (Dinstein, 2017; Gray, 2018; Simma, 2012).

The most controversial findings concern anticipatory and preventive self-defense. Anticipatory self-
defense refers to force used before an armed attack has actually struck but when the attack is
imminent, unavoidable, and already in its final stages of preparation. Supporters of this doctrine rely
on the customary Caroline formula, which requires a necessity that is instant, overwhelming, and
leaves no choice of means or moment for deliberation. On this view, a state need not absorb the first
blow when reliable evidence demonstrates that an attack is immediately forthcoming and delay
would render defense ineffective (Askarian, 2012; Dinstein, 2017). Critics respond that Article 51
expressly refers to the occurrence of an armed attack and that widening the doctrine to encompass
uncertain threats would weaken the Charter’s preventive structure (Alikhani, 2014; Gray, 2018).
Preventive self-defense goes further by targeting threats that are neither actual nor imminent but
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may materialize at an uncertain point in the future. This doctrine has been invoked in relation to
nuclear proliferation, terrorism, hostile regimes, and weapons of mass destruction, but it has not
gained broad acceptance in international law. The attack on Iraq’s Osirak nuclear reactor in 1981,
the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and other preventive uses of force were widely criticized because they
relied on speculative future danger rather than an immediate armed attack (Brownlie, 2008;
Mozaffari, 2003; Tavernier, 2006). State practice before and after the attacks of September 11, 2001,
demonstrates some evolution in relation to non-state actors, particularly where terrorist groups
conduct attacks of exceptional scale and the territorial state is unable or unwilling to suppress them.
Security Council resolutions, NATO declarations, and state reactions after September 11 contributed
to the argument that large-scale terrorist violence may trigger Article 51 even when not directly
attributable to a state (Sajedi, 2024; Sharifi, 2003). Yet this development does not establish an
unrestricted right to use force against all terrorist threats, nor does it eliminate the requirements of
attribution, necessity, proportionality, immediacy, territorial sovereignty, and Security Council
reporting. The continuing controversy confirms that attempts to adapt self-defense to new threats
must not convert uncertainty, suspicion, or long-term strategic risk into a general license for
preventive war (Dana, 2021; Dinstein, 2017; Gray, 2018).

In conclusion, Article 51 remains an indispensable but inherently delicate component of the
international legal order. It preserves the ability of states to defend their existence, population,
territory, and political independence while simultaneously subjecting that ability to legal limitations
designed to protect international peace. The study demonstrates that the legitimacy of self-defense
depends on a cumulative assessment of armed attack, necessity, proportionality, immediacy, proper
purpose, reporting, and the relationship between unilateral action and Security Council authority.
Individual and collective self-defense remain firmly recognized, but collective defense requires a
clear request from the victim state and may not be transformed into a mechanism for intervention
or geopolitical expansion. Anticipatory self-defense may be defensible only in exceptional
circumstances involving a genuinely imminent and unavoidable attack, whereas preventive self-
defense based on remote, speculative, or indeterminate danger remains fundamentally incompatible
with the restrictive logic of the Charter system. Contemporary threats, especially terrorism, cyber
operations, and weapons of mass destruction, undeniably place pressure on the traditional
interpretation of Article 51, but the answer cannot be the abandonment of legal thresholds. The
central challenge is therefore not whether states require a right of self-defense, but how that right
can remain effective without undermining the prohibition on force that gives it exceptional meaning,.
Strengthening the authority and responsiveness of the Security Council, clarifying the legal
treatment of non-state actors and cyberattacks, developing more coherent international judicial
practice, and promoting greater consistency in state claims are necessary for preserving this balance.
Ultimately, the future legitimacy of self-defense depends on disciplined interpretation, institutional
supervision, and a sustained commitment to ensuring that a rule designed to protect states does not
become a legal vocabulary for aggression.
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