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ABSTRACT

United States foreign policy toward Israel has consistently been influenced by a range of structural, security-related, and
ideological factors. Among these, the evangelical movement has played a prominent and distinctive role. This study aims to
explain and analyze the role of evangelicals in shaping the foreign policy of the Donald Trump administration, focusing on two
significant and unprecedented developments: the relocation of the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem and the Abraham Accords. The
study employs a descriptive-analytical method, with data collected from documents, speeches, and the findings of credible
scholarly research. The analysis indicates that the Trump administration aligned itself with evangelical theological discourse
more closely than any previous administration and employed this discourse as an instrument for legitimizing its decisions in the
Middle East. The relocation of the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem, which had faced opposition from domestic groups and
international institutions for decades, was directly associated with pressure from evangelical networks and Christian Zionist
lobbying groups and was ultimately implemented under the Trump administration. Furthermore, the Abraham Accords were
regarded not merely as a geopolitical agreement, but also as a response to the expectations of conservative religious groups
seeking to strengthen Israel’s position within the regional order. The findings demonstrate that evangelical religious ideology—
including belief in biblical promises concerning Israel—transcended the realm of identity under the Trump administration and
was elevated to the levels of policymaking and operational implementation. This article concludes that the relationship between
foreign policy and religious beliefs during the Trump era developed into a form of strategic convergence, which will undoubtedly
have long-term consequences for the geopolitical dynamics of the Middle East.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The role of religion in the foreign policy of the United States has become an increasingly important
subject in the study of international relations, American politics, and the interaction between identity
and strategic decision-making. Conventional approaches to foreign policy have often emphasized
material capabilities, security calculations, geopolitical competition, and institutional interests;
however, the growing visibility of religious actors demonstrates that foreign-policy preferences may
also be shaped by theological narratives, collective identities, and faith-based political mobilization.
Within this context, American evangelicals have emerged as one of the most influential conservative
religious-political constituencies in the United States. Their significance derives not only from their
electoral weight, but also from their organizational capacity, media networks, access to political
institutions, and ability to connect biblical interpretation with contemporary international
developments. Since the late twentieth century, evangelical support for Israel has become a central
element of this movement’s political identity. For many evangelicals, Israel is not merely a strategic
ally of the United States, but also a religiously significant entity associated with biblical prophecy,
divine covenant, and eschatological expectations. This worldview has helped transform support for
Israel from a conventional foreign-policy preference into a religious and historical obligation. The
election of Donald Trump in 2016 created a particularly favorable environment for the translation of
these religious beliefs into official policy. Although Trump’s political rhetoric initially emphasized
“America First” and a reduced commitment to extensive intervention in the Middle East, his
administration gradually developed one of the closest alignments with evangelical priorities in the
history of modern U.S. foreign policy. This study therefore examines the role of American
evangelicals in shaping the Trump administration’s Middle East policy through two major case
studies: the relocation of the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and the conclusion of the
Abraham Accords. The central argument is that evangelical influence was not confined to electoral
mobilization or domestic lobbying, but operated through a combination of political pressure,
ideological legitimation, cultural campaigning, institutional access, and informal diplomacy. The
study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and draws on scholarly works, political statements,
media reports, and documentary evidence to explain how religious actors contributed to the
transformation of theological expectations into diplomatic initiatives and formal policy outcomes
(Mandaci, 2025; Ozcelik & Okur, 2021; Taydas & Olson, 2022).
The intellectual foundations of evangelical support for Israel are deeply rooted in the historical
development of Protestant theology, particularly the transition from postmillennialism to
premillennial dispensationalism. Evangelicalism originally emerged from Protestant reformist
traditions that emphasized the authority of scripture, personal faith, direct access to God, and the

K




ot o 9 eliogl 9 2o JUESH :alllne 330 AT frathyS 295 il b 35 Wzl 255

rejection of ecclesiastical mediation. Over time, especially in the American context, evangelical
thought became closely associated with revivalism, religious individualism, missionary activism, and
the conviction that the United States possessed a distinctive providential mission. Early American
Protestant movements, including Puritanism and the Great Awakenings, reinforced the belief that
American society could become an instrument of divine purpose. Postmillennial thinkers argued that
Christians should morally reform society and establish the conditions for a long era of peace, justice,
and spiritual progress before the return of Christ. By contrast, premillennialism developed a more
pessimistic interpretation of historical change, according to which human society would experience
crisis, corruption, and conflict before divine intervention and the second coming of Christ. Within
this framework, dispensational premillennialism gave Israel a central and indispensable role in
sacred history. The teachings associated with John Nelson Darby and Cyrus Scofield systematized
the view that the Jewish people would return to the promised land, reestablish a political state,
rebuild the Temple, face an apocalyptic confrontation, and ultimately witness the return of Christ
and the beginning of a millennial kingdom centered in Jerusalem. This interpretation transformed
the modern State of Israel into a theological sign and made its survival, territorial security, and
international recognition matters of profound religious importance. Many evangelicals consequently
understand political support for Israel as both a covenantal duty and a contribution to the fulfillment
of biblical prophecy. Scriptural references to God’s promise to Abraham, the chosenness of the
Jewish people, the significance of Jerusalem, and the millennial reign of Christ have therefore
become political resources in contemporary evangelical discourse. Surveys have repeatedly shown
that large segments of white American evangelicals regard the establishment of Israel as the
fulfillment of prophecy and believe that the Jewish people possess a divinely sanctioned right to the
land. These religious ideas explain why policies that enhance Israel’s security, recognition, and
regional legitimacy generate unusually strong emotional and political responses among evangelical
communities. They also clarify why evangelical actors were willing to invest extensive organizational,
electoral, and symbolic resources in influencing the Trump administration’s approach to Israel and
the Middle East (Bird, 2013; Hadden, 1987; Leonard, 2010; Mandaci, 2025; Rosenberg, 2017).

The relocation of the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem represents the clearest example of direct evangelical
influence on a major foreign-policy decision. Trump’s initial position on the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict was not entirely consistent with evangelical expectations. During the early stages of his
presidential campaign, he sometimes presented himself as a potentially neutral mediator and
avoided making an unequivocal commitment to move the embassy. His broader political outlook also
suggested a preference for limiting costly U.S. involvement in the Middle East. Nevertheless, as the
2016 election approached, evangelical pressure became increasingly intense and organized.
Evangelical leaders, Christian Zionist organizations, advisory networks, religious broadcasters, and
conservative political activists treated the embassy issue as a test of Trump’s reliability. Large-scale
email campaigns were directed at the White House, religious leaders sent formal letters demanding
implementation of the Jerusalem Embassy Act, and prominent evangelical advisers repeatedly
raised the matter in private meetings with Trump, Vice President Mike Pence, and other senior
officials. Organizations such as Christians United for Israel helped frame recognition of Jerusalem
not only as a strategic decision, but also as a moral obligation and a fulfillment of the United States’
commitment to Israel. Influential evangelical figures publicly argued that Jerusalem was the eternal
capital of the Jewish people and that continued American hesitation represented political ambiguity
and moral weakness. This sustained pressure gradually transformed Trump’s position from
rhetorical caution to explicit commitment. On December 6, 2017, the president formally recognized
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Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and ordered the relocation of the U.S. Embassy. The embassy was
officially opened on May 14, 2018, a decision that marked a major departure from decades of
American diplomatic practice and generated intense international controversy and Palestinian
opposition. Evangelical leaders celebrated the move as a historic achievement and interpreted it as
confirmation that the Trump administration was prepared to align American diplomacy with biblical
truth. Analysts and former officials likewise emphasized the domestic political motivations behind
the decision, arguing that the president’s primary objective was to satisfy a large and highly mobilized
evangelical constituency. Trump himself later acknowledged that the relocation had been carried
out, at least in substantial part, for evangelicals. The case therefore demonstrates how religious
lobbying, electoral dependence, direct access to policymakers, and theological legitimation
converged to produce a concrete foreign-policy outcome. The embassy relocation cannot be
explained solely through geopolitical calculations; it must also be understood as the product of a
strategic relationship between the Trump administration and the evangelical movement (Burke,
2017; Chappell, 2018; Cortellessa, 2018; Entous, 2018; Hensch, 2016; Hoffman, 2018; Jones, 2020;
Landler, 2017; Pappas, 2017; Rosenberg, 2020; Spector, 2019).

The Abraham Accords reveal a different but equally significant dimension of evangelical influence.
These agreements, initially signed between Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and Bahrain in
September 2020 and later extended to Sudan and Morocco, were designed to normalize diplomatic
relations and integrate Israel more fully into the regional order. Strategically, the agreements
reflected shared concerns over Iran, changing Arab priorities, economic cooperation, security
coordination, and the desire of the Trump administration to produce a major diplomatic
achievement in the Middle East. Yet the symbolic language of “Abraham” also introduced an
explicitly religious framework, presenting normalization as a project of reconciliation among the
three Abrahamic faiths. Evangelical actors strongly supported this framing because it allowed them
to interpret regional diplomacy not merely as a state-centered bargain, but as a moral and
civilizational initiative. Their support was reinforced by the structure of the Trump administration’s
foreign-policy team. Senior officials such as Mike Pence and Mike Pompeo were closely identified
with evangelical Christianity, while informal religious advisers maintained direct access to the White
House and participated in discussions concerning Israel, regional peace, and the political
expectations of evangelical voters. This institutional proximity enabled evangelical preferences to
move from the level of external lobbying into the policymaking process itself. The administration’s
emphasis on Israel’s security, legitimacy, and regional integration was therefore consistent with both
strategic objectives and evangelical ideological expectations. Surveys also indicated that American
evangelicals supported the normalization agreements at higher rates than many other political
groups, even when the accords required Israel to suspend annexation plans in parts of the West Bank.
This is particularly important because it complicates the assumption that evangelical support for
Israel necessarily demands territorial expansion. In the case of the Abraham Accords, many
evangelical leaders accepted the suspension of annexation in exchange for a broader peace
agreement that strengthened Israel’s regional position. The agreements were celebrated by
evangelical media outlets, religious leaders, and Christian Zionist organizations as a historic
breakthrough. Supporters described them as the beginning of a new era of peace, prosperity, and
interfaith cooperation. Consequently, the Abraham Accords became a means through which Trump
could consolidate evangelical support, present himself as the most pro-Israel president in U.S.
history, and combine domestic political legitimacy with regional diplomatic innovation (Al Otaiba,
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2020; Cufi, 2020; Landau, 2020; Magid, 2021; Mandaci, 2025; Ozcelik & Okur, 2021; Smith, 2020;
Tibon, 2020).

Evangelical influence on the Abraham Accords also operated through cultural mobilization and
informal, or Track I1, diplomacy. Evangelical television networks, religious newspapers, conservative
media, churches, lobbying organizations, and nonprofit institutions promoted the agreements as
both a strategic success and a religiously meaningful achievement. These actors produced interviews,
documentaries, public statements, conferences, online campaigns, and educational programs that
framed normalization as beneficial to Israel’s security, regional peace, and interfaith coexistence.
Religious media gave substantial visibility to evangelical pastors, political officials, and pro-Israel
activists who argued that the accords reflected a new alignment between biblical values and
American diplomacy. This cultural campaign was important because it created a favorable
interpretive environment for the agreements and reduced possible resistance among conservative
Christian audiences. At the same time, evangelical leaders participated directly in informal
diplomacy. Beginning before the public announcement of the accords, evangelical delegations
traveled to the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, where they met senior political leaders and
members of royal families. These delegations did not officially represent the U.S. government or
Israel, yet they possessed considerable influence within American religious and political circles.
Their meetings often included prayer, expressions of faith, theological discussion, and attempts to
overcome stereotypes linking Islam exclusively with radicalism. The United Arab Emirates had
already created a favorable environment for this type of engagement by declaring 2019 the “Year of
Tolerance,” hosting Pope Francis, and promoting the Abrahamic Family House as a symbol of
coexistence among Muslims, Christians, and Jews. Evangelical intermediaries were therefore able to
connect the religious language of tolerance with the political objectives of normalization. Their
presence reassured Arab leaders that influential Christian constituencies in the United States would
support closer relations with Israel, while their communication with the White House helped manage
evangelical attitudes toward politically sensitive issues such as annexation. In this sense, evangelical
diplomacy served as a bridge between official negotiations, religious communities, and domestic
American politics. It did not replace formal diplomacy, but complemented it by generating trust,
symbolic legitimacy, and political reassurance. The evidence suggests that evangelicals acted not only
as ideological supporters of Israel, but also as transnational religious actors capable of contributing
to peacebuilding, norm diffusion, and informal mediation. Their role in the Abraham Accords thus
demonstrates that religious activism can simultaneously advance partisan interests, theological
commitments, and diplomatic outcomes (Cufi, 2020; Kennedy, 2019; Magid, 2021; Moore, 2024;
Smith, 2020; Webster, 2019).

In conclusion, the Trump administration’s Middle East policy illustrates a profound convergence
between foreign-policy strategy and evangelical religious belief. The relocation of the U.S. Embassy
to Jerusalem and the Abraham Accords represented two distinct mechanisms of evangelical
influence. In the first case, evangelicals operated primarily through electoral pressure, lobbying,
advisory access, public mobilization, and theological legitimation, ultimately contributing to the
implementation of a long-standing Christian Zionist demand. In the second case, their role was more
multidimensional and included institutional access, public advocacy, cultural campaigning,
interfaith engagement, transnational networking, and informal diplomacy. Together, these cases
demonstrate that evangelicals were not merely passive supporters of the Trump administration, but
active participants in the construction, justification, and implementation of its Middle East agenda.
Their influence derived from the interaction of religious identity, electoral significance,
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organizational capacity, and direct access to decision-makers. The findings also reveal that
evangelical foreign-policy activism is not necessarily limited to confrontational or expansionist
objectives. Under certain political conditions, evangelical actors may support negotiated settlements
and regional normalization when such initiatives strengthen Israel’s security, legitimacy, and
integration into the Middle Eastern order. The broader implication is that contemporary U.S. foreign
policy cannot be fully understood through material and geopolitical analysis alone. Religious
narratives, theological expectations, symbolic geography, and faith-based networks can shape both
the content of policy and the forms through which it is publicly legitimized. During the Trump era,
the relationship between evangelicalism and foreign policy developed into a strategic overlap in
which domestic religious expectations reinforced international diplomatic choices. This convergence
is likely to have enduring consequences for U.S.-Israeli relations, the political role of Christian
Zionism, and the future configuration of regional diplomacy in the Middle East.
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