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ABSTRACT

Elections are the primary means through which the will of the people is expressed and democratic legitimacy is strengthened.
However, their integrity is often undermined by traditional electoral violations. This study examines these violations within a
comparative legal framework and focuses on their impact on electoral integrity through three principal forms: vote buying,
misuse of public funds and state resources, and interference with the freedom of candidacy and electoral campaigning. The study
demonstrates that such practices violate freedom of voting, equality of opportunity, and political equality, while simultaneously
undermining public trust in the electoral process. It concludes that electoral integrity requires a comprehensive legal framework,
effective judicial protection, transparency in campaign financing, and the impartiality of administrative and media institutions
in order to safeguard the public will and strengthen democratic legitimacy.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Elections constitute the principal institutional mechanism through which the popular will is
transformed into political authority and democratic legitimacy. Their normative value depends not
merely on the formal act of voting but on the existence of conditions that guarantee freedom of
choice, political equality, fairness of competition, and institutional neutrality. Traditional electoral
violations therefore represent a direct challenge to the substantive integrity of elections because they
distort the relationship between voters, candidates, public authorities, and the electoral process
itself. Among the most persistent forms of such violations are vote buying, misuse of public funds
and state resources, and interference with the freedom of candidacy and electoral campaigning.
These practices undermine the principle that the vote must be the autonomous expression of political
preference rather than the product of material inducement, administrative privilege, coercion, or
discriminatory restriction. Comparative constitutional and electoral scholarship has long
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emphasized that electoral legitimacy depends on the protection of political rights against both overt
and indirect forms of manipulation (Al-Attar, 1974; Al-Ghali, 1978; Al-Manoufi, 1985). From this
perspective, electoral integrity must be understood as a multidimensional legal condition involving
procedural fairness, equality among competitors, transparency in electoral financing, impartiality of
public institutions, and effective remedies against violations. The present study therefore examines
traditional electoral violations within a comparative legal framework and focuses on how these
practices affect electoral integrity, democratic legitimacy, and public confidence in representative
institutions.

The first dimension concerns vote buying and other forms of unlawful influence over the will of
voters. Vote buying is one of the most serious forms of electoral corruption because it transforms the
vote from an expression of political judgment into an object of exchange. Its traditional
manifestations include direct cash payments, gifts, food vouchers, social assistance, employment
promises, administrative privileges, and other material benefits offered in return for electoral
support. In economically vulnerable environments, such practices are often reinforced by poverty,
social dependency, patronage networks, tribal or religious influence, and weak electoral awareness,
all of which make voters more susceptible to inducement (Al-Anzi, 2021; Al-Dulaimi, 2001; Ali, 2005).
Vote buying may also take non-material forms, including social pressure, symbolic influence, threats,
promises of future access to services, and the mobilization of local notables or community leaders to
direct voting behavior. Comparative legal systems increasingly treat these practices not simply as
ethical misconduct but as punishable electoral offenses because they attack the freedom and
authenticity of electoral choice (Ajil, 2019; Al-Abdali, 2009). The comparative approach further
indicates that the effectiveness of criminalization depends on whether legal rules are supported by
financial disclosure requirements, independent campaign supervision, enforceable expenditure
limits, and rapid mechanisms for invalidating results where corrupt influence is proven. Without
such mechanisms, criminal provisions may remain formally strict but practically ineffective.
Accordingly, the legal regulation of vote buying must combine criminal sanctions with administrative
and political remedies, including disqualification, annulment of results, and oversight of campaign
finance (Afifi, 2002; Al-Tamimi).

The second dimension concerns the misuse of public funds, government property, and
administrative resources in favor of particular candidates. Such conduct violates the principle of
equality of opportunity because candidates who control or enjoy access to state resources gain
material, logistical, and symbolic advantages unavailable to their competitors. Common practices
include the use of government vehicles, public buildings, state employees, administrative
communication channels, public assistance programs, and government-funded projects for electoral
purposes. These practices are especially problematic when incumbents use their official positions to
blur the distinction between public administration and partisan campaigning. The resulting
inequality is not limited to financial advantage; it also produces a psychological effect on voters, who
may interpret the visible support of state institutions as an indication of legitimacy, inevitability of
victory, or official endorsement (Al-Imarat, 2021; Al-Rassas, 1995). Comparative legal systems have
responded by adopting rules requiring separation between public and electoral expenditure,
prohibiting the use of state property for campaign purposes, and imposing disciplinary, criminal, or
political sanctions on officials who abuse public resources. The comparative literature also
emphasizes that preventive regulation is as important as post-election punishment. Independent
supervisory commissions, financial audits, expenditure disclosure, field monitoring, and
institutional neutrality rules can reduce the probability that public resources will be converted into

I




EYTEL PSRRI g% JORCWR. PEEEYHES,

electoral capital (Al-Sawi, 2007; Farghali, 1998). In this respect, the protection of electoral integrity
requires not only formal prohibitions but also enforceable institutional safeguards that prevent
public office from becoming an instrument of partisan advantage. Where such safeguards are absent
or selectively applied, elections risk becoming competitions between holders of administrative power
and candidates who lack access to comparable resources.

The third dimension relates to unlawful interference with the freedom of candidacy and legitimate
campaign activity. The right to stand for election is an essential component of political participation
and is closely connected to the right of voters to choose among genuine alternatives. Restrictions on
candidacy become unlawful when they exceed objectively defined legal requirements, are selectively
enforced, or are based on arbitrary political, security, administrative, or financial criteria. Such
restrictions may include excessive registration fees, unreasonable signature requirements, politically
motivated rejection of nomination papers, delayed registration, cancellation of candidacy without
adequate legal grounds, or intimidation aimed at discouraging participation. Comparative electoral
law generally seeks to confine disqualification to clearly defined statutory grounds and to subject
administrative decisions to effective judicial review (Al-Abdali, 2009; Al-Manoufi, 1985; Sari). Closely
related to candidacy is the protection of legitimate campaign activity, including access to public
spaces, media platforms, meetings, campaign materials, and communication with voters.
Interference with such activity may occur through cancellation of authorized events, restrictions on
campaign offices, unequal access to public media, confiscation of campaign materials, or
administrative pressure on venues and organizers. Comparative legal systems increasingly recognize
such interference as a violation of political equality and freedom of expression and therefore provide
judicial and administrative remedies against it (Al-Qayyar; Alwan, 2006; Rabie & Metwally, 2013). The
broader principle is that electoral competition is meaningful only when candidates are able to
participate under substantially equal legal conditions and when the state acts as a neutral guarantor
rather than an interested participant.

The comparative analysis of these three categories demonstrates that traditional electoral violations
share a common structural effect: they distort the formation and expression of the popular will. Vote
buying compromises voter autonomy; misuse of public resources distorts equality among
candidates; and restrictions on candidacy or campaigning reduce political pluralism and the
competitiveness of elections. These violations therefore cannot be treated as isolated procedural
irregularities because their cumulative effect concerns the legitimacy of the electoral process as a
whole. A major finding of the comparative approach is that legal systems are most effective when
they integrate criminal law, administrative regulation, political sanctions, financial supervision, and
judicial review rather than relying on a single form of deterrence. Criminal punishment alone may
occur too late to repair electoral harm, especially where the violation has already influenced voting
behavior or altered competitive conditions. For this reason, comparative legal thought increasingly
favors immediate administrative intervention, provisional suspension of unlawful practices,
transparent financial disclosure, disqualification in serious cases, and annulment of results where
violations have materially affected electoral fairness (Abd al-Nabi, 1998; Ajil, 2019; Hussein, 2006).
Equally important is the independence of the institutions responsible for enforcement. Election
commissions, courts, audit bodies, media regulators, and public prosecutors must be insulated from
partisan influence if electoral protections are to operate effectively. The study accordingly finds that
electoral integrity is not secured by legislative texts alone; it depends on an institutional culture of
neutrality, transparency, accountability, and equal application of the law.
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In conclusion, traditional electoral violations remain a major threat to the substantive integrity of
elections even where modern legal systems formally recognize political rights and criminalize
electoral misconduct. Vote buying, abuse of public resources, and interference with candidacy and
campaigning weaken the freedom of political choice, undermine equality among competitors, and
reduce public confidence in the legitimacy of electoral outcomes. Effective protection therefore
requires a comprehensive approach that combines clear legal prohibitions, independent and rapid
judicial protection, strict oversight of campaign financing, transparent use of public resources, equal
access to electoral opportunities, neutral public administration, and meaningful protection of lawful
political activity. Electoral integrity is achieved only when the entire institutional environment
surrounding elections is organized to prevent manipulation before it occurs and to provide effective
remedies when violations arise. Strengthening civic awareness is also essential because legal
regulation alone cannot eliminate practices sustained by economic dependency, patronage, weak
political culture, or public tolerance of electoral corruption. The long-term preservation of
democratic legitimacy consequently depends on the interaction of law, institutions, political ethics,
and civic responsibility. When these elements function together, elections can serve their genuine
constitutional purpose as an authentic expression of the popular will and as a credible basis for
democratic government.
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