@

~

Comparative Studies
in Jurisprudence,

Law, and Politics

—/

The Impact of Peace on the Promotion of International
Human Rights Standards

1. Ebrahim Azizi YousefKand: Department of Law, Ara.C., Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran
2. Peyman Hakimzade Khoei*: Department of Law, Ta.C., Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran.
Email: P_hakimzadeh@iau.ac.ir (Corresponding Author)

3. Hassan Movassaghi: Department of Law, Ta.C., Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran

ABSTRACT

Peace and human rights are among the most fundamental concepts of the contemporary legal and political order and are
characterized by a reciprocal and mutually reinforcing relationship. The full realization of human rights is difficult in the absence
of sustainable peace and security, while respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms constitutes one of the principal
prerequisites for establishing and maintaining peace at both national and international levels. This study adopts a descriptive-
analytical method to examine the impact of peace on the promotion of international human rights standards and to explain the
reciprocal relationship between these two concepts. The evolution of international law demonstrates that the concept of peace
has moved beyond its traditional negative meaning as the mere absence of war and armed conflict toward a broader positive
conception encompassing social justice, equality, sustainable development, human dignity, fundamental freedoms, human
security, and the rule of law. Accordingly, international instruments and institutions have increasingly recognized human rights
as an essential component of sustainable peace. The findings indicate that peace provides the necessary conditions for the
effective enjoyment of rights such as the rights to life, liberty, security, health, education, development, and social and political
participation, whereas war, violence, and insecurity frequently result in extensive violations of these rights. Conversely,
systematic human rights violations, discrimination, inequality, poverty, political repression, and injustice may generate
instability, conflict, and threats to peace. The study therefore concludes that peace and human rights are inseparable and
mutually supportive components of a stable international order. Sustainable peace requires effective respect for human rights,
justice, development, international cooperation, and the peaceful settlement of disputes.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Peace and human rights are among the most fundamental values of the contemporary international
legal order, and their interrelationship has progressively evolved from a primarily political and moral
concern into a significant legal and institutional principle. In the modern international system, peace
is no longer understood merely as the absence of armed conflict or hostilities between states; rather,
it increasingly encompasses conditions in which individuals and communities can enjoy security,
human dignity, social justice, political participation, economic welfare, and fundamental freedoms.
This broader understanding reflects the gradual transition from the negative conception of peace,
centered on the cessation or prevention of war, to the positive conception of peace, which
incorporates justice, equality, development, respect for human rights, and the elimination of
structural forms of violence. The United Nations Charter established the maintenance of
international peace and security as one of the principal purposes of the international organization,
while simultaneously recognizing the promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms as
another essential objective. These two purposes were therefore institutionally linked from the very
beginning of the post-Second World War international order. The subsequent evolution of
international law has strengthened this relationship by recognizing that lasting peace cannot be
achieved solely through military restraint or diplomatic settlements but requires the establishment
of political, legal, economic, and social conditions capable of protecting human dignity and
preventing structural inequalities and systematic violations of fundamental rights (Ziaei Bigdeli,
2025). In this context, peace has increasingly been regarded as a prerequisite for the effective
enjoyment of human rights, while respect for human rights has simultaneously been viewed as an
essential foundation for sustainable peace (Talaei & Pourseid, 2013). The transformation of peace into
a multidimensional concept has consequently placed human rights at the center of contemporary
discussions concerning international stability, collective security, global governance, and sustainable
development (Sadatinejad & Sadatinejad, 2021).
From a conceptual and terminological perspective, peace has been defined in different ways
depending on the legal, political, philosophical, and sociological framework within which it is
examined. In its conventional meaning, peace refers to a condition resulting from the termination or
absence of war and unrest, or alternatively to the process through which hostilities, conflicts, or
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disputes are brought to an end (Sadri Afshar, 2024). In international legal terminology, peace
generally concerns relations among states and the absence or resolution of international armed
conflict, although contemporary scholarship has considerably expanded this definition. The
conventional understanding of peace as the absence of active hostilities has been criticized as
insufficient because it does not necessarily address the underlying causes of conflict or guarantee
justice and security for individuals and communities. The concept of positive peace therefore
emerged to describe a condition in which structural violence, discrimination, social inequality,
political repression, and economic deprivation are reduced or eliminated, thereby creating social and
institutional conditions conducive to human flourishing and stable coexistence (Bigzadeh, 2008).
Under this interpretation, peace is connected with freedom from poverty, hunger, discrimination,
political exclusion, and systemic injustice, as well as with access to employment, education, social
welfare, and meaningful participation in public life. Such an approach has gradually influenced
international legal discourse and contributed to the integration of human rights norms into
international peace and security mechanisms. The increased emphasis on international criminal
responsibility for conduct threatening international peace and security also demonstrates that peace
is no longer understood solely through interstate relations but also through the protection of
individuals and communities from severe violations of international law (Jafari, 2013). Moreover, the
international community has increasingly recognized that peace must be institutionalized through
legal accountability, effective international institutions, adherence to the rule of law, and
mechanisms designed to prevent impunity for conduct that threatens fundamental human values
(Falsafi, 2022).

The global institutionalization of human rights has played a decisive role in deepening the
connection between peace and human rights. In the absence of a single universal organization
exclusively responsible for all dimensions of human rights protection, the United Nations has
assumed the principal global role in developing, codifying, monitoring, and promoting human rights
standards, while specialized agencies such as the International Labour Organization and UNESCO
have contributed to particular dimensions of human dignity and social justice (Ziaei Bigdeli, 2025).
The United Nations Charter transformed human rights from matters traditionally regarded as falling
primarily within domestic jurisdiction into issues of legitimate international concern. By accepting
the Charter, member states acknowledged that the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms
constitutes part of the international legal order and cannot simply be excluded from international
scrutiny by invoking domestic sovereignty (Mehrpour, 2018). The adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 and the subsequent International Covenants on Civil and
Political Rights and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights further developed a universal
normative framework within which peace and human rights could reinforce one another. The
establishment of the United Nations Peacebuilding Commission also reflects the shift toward a
comprehensive understanding of peace, particularly because its mandate seeks to bridge immediate
post-conflict stabilization with institutional reconstruction, human rights protection, development,
rule-of-law reform, and long-term social resilience (Bigzadeh, 2007). These institutional
developments demonstrate that contemporary peacebuilding is no longer confined to ceasefires or
military separation but includes the reconstruction of institutions, support for good governance,
protection of fundamental freedoms, promotion of justice, and the creation of sustainable economic
and social structures. In this regard, the United Nations system increasingly treats human rights not
as a peripheral component of international peace but as an integral dimension of preventing renewed
violence and sustaining stable post-conflict societies (Simbar & Asadollahi, 2015).
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The transformation of the concept of peace toward a human-rights-oriented framework became
particularly visible after the Cold War, when international institutions increasingly emphasized
positive peace, human security, social justice, democratic participation, and sustainable
development. The traditional approach that defined peace principally through the prevention of
aggression and interstate war gradually gave way to a broader conception in which violations of
human dignity, widespread inequality, political repression, discrimination, poverty, and systemic
injustice could themselves generate threats to international stability (Askari & Khosravi, 2016). This
shift was reflected in major international documents concerned with peacebuilding and the culture
of peace. Boutros Boutros-Ghali’s Agenda for Peace connected the preservation of peace with the
promotion of justice, human rights, development, and the elimination of the socioeconomic and
political conditions that contribute to violent conflict (Boutros-Ghali, 1993). The United Nations'
evolving understanding of international peace also emphasized that peacebuilding must address the
roots of conflict rather than merely suppress its visible manifestations. Accordingly, post-conflict
peace came to be associated with institution-building, economic and social development, human
rights guarantees, accountable governance, and the prevention of discrimination. The Declaration
and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace similarly linked peace with respect for life,
nonviolence, human rights, equality, freedom of expression, democratic values, tolerance, pluralism,
dialogue, and cooperation (Hejazi & Solhchi, 2020). Human rights institutions within the United
Nations have likewise contributed to this transformation by reinforcing the view that extensive and
systematic human rights violations can threaten international peace and security. The growing
institutional interaction among human rights, international criminal justice, peacekeeping, and
peacebuilding indicates that the international community increasingly approaches peace through a
multidimensional framework in which legal accountability and the protection of human dignity are
essential components (Sajjadpour & Mohammadi, 2015).

The relationship between human rights and peace is reciprocal. On the one hand, respect for human
rights contributes directly to the preservation of peace because societies characterized by equality,
justice, political participation, nondiscrimination, accountable governance, and respect for
fundamental freedoms are generally better equipped to prevent the grievances and structural
inequalities that can generate violent conflict. Conversely, widespread or systematic violations of
human rights can intensify instability, social fragmentation, political exclusion, and collective
grievances and may ultimately endanger both domestic and international peace. This connection was
already reflected in the Constitution of the International Labour Organization, which linked
universal and lasting peace with social justice, and it later became significantly more explicit within
the United Nations Charter and the international human rights system (Talaei & Pourseid, 2013). The
Charter’s simultaneous commitment to international peace and security and to respect for human
rights illustrates the recognition that these objectives are mutually reinforcing rather than separate
domains. At the same time, the existence of peace is itself essential to the effective enjoyment of
human rights. Armed conflict frequently results in large-scale violations of the right to life, physical
integrity, personal liberty, freedom from torture, health, education, housing, food, social security,
cultural participation, and development. Conflict also redirects economic and material resources
away from public welfare and development toward military expenditures and reconstruction.
Accordingly, international instruments and United Nations resolutions have progressively
recognized peace as a condition necessary for the realization of civil, political, economic, social, and
cultural rights. Contemporary understandings of international security therefore increasingly
emphasize human security alongside state security and recognize the protection of individuals as a
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central dimension of international stability (Ashrafi, 2014). This reciprocal relationship also explains
why international cooperation in the field of human rights, peaceful settlement of disputes,
disarmament, education for peace, and respect for international law are increasingly treated as
interconnected strategies for establishing a stable and rights-based international order (Akhoundi &
Jahed, 2012).

In conclusion, the evolution of international law and international institutions demonstrates that
peace and human rights have become inseparable components of a sustainable international order.
Peace provides the political, legal, social, and institutional environment in which fundamental rights
can be effectively respected and implemented, while the observance of human rights creates the
conditions required for preventing conflict, eliminating structural injustice, and maintaining stable
relations within and among societies. A durable conception of peace therefore cannot be reduced to
the temporary absence of armed confrontation. It must include justice, equality, human dignity,
freedom, social and economic security, participation, development, and respect for the rule of law.
Similarly, human rights protection cannot be fully effective in an environment dominated by war,
violence, insecurity, displacement, institutional collapse, or persistent threats to international
stability. The development of the United Nations system, international human rights law,
peacebuilding mechanisms, international criminal justice, and the concept of a culture of peace
illustrates a broader movement toward integrating these two normative fields. Sustainable peace
consequently requires states to respect fundamental rights and freedoms, resolve international
disputes through peaceful means, refrain from unlawful threats or uses of force, strengthen
international cooperation, support disarmament, promote human rights education and a culture of
peace, and direct economic and social resources toward equitable and sustainable development. The
promotion of international human rights standards and the consolidation of peace should therefore
be understood as mutually reinforcing processes whose simultaneous advancement is indispensable
for human dignity, global stability, and the long-term development of the international community.
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