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ABSTRACT

Fair trial is one of the fundamental components of the criminal justice system and plays a decisive role in determining the
legitimacy of judicial decisions and the extent to which individual rights are protected throughout criminal proceedings. This
concept is not limited to safeguarding the rights of the accused; rather, it also encompasses the protection of victims, their
effective participation in proceedings, access to justice, judicial protection, and the possibility of obtaining compensation for
harm suffered. The present study aims to identify and explain the manifestations of fair trial for victims and offenders in judicial
decisions and to examine how a balance can be established between the rights of these two parties within criminal proceedings.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and examines the fundamental principles and guarantees of fair trial in relation
to both accused persons and victims, as well as their reflection in judicial reasoning. The findings indicate that the presumption
of innocence, the right to defense, access to legal counsel, the right to remain silent, legality of proceedings, judicial impartiality,
reasoned judgments, and access to appeal constitute the principal manifestations of fair trial for the accused. By contrast, access
to justice, the right to be heard, the opportunity to submit evidence, protection of security and dignity, prevention of secondary
victimization, and access to compensation mechanisms represent the principal manifestations of fair trial for victims. Judicial
decisions are most consistent with fair-trial standards when courts independently and carefully assess the evidence, respond to
the arguments and claims of both parties, and maintain an appropriate balance among criminal responsibility, victims’ rights,
and legal requirements. Ultimately, the realization of fair trial requires moving beyond one-sided approaches toward a balanced,
law-based, and human-dignity-centered model of criminal adjudication.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Fair trial constitutes one of the foundational requirements of contemporary criminal justice and
functions as a normative framework for regulating the relationship among judicial authorities,
accused persons, offenders, and victims. Its significance extends beyond the observance of formal
procedural rules, because the legitimacy of criminal adjudication depends on whether judicial power
is exercised within a structure that simultaneously respects individual rights, ensures access to
justice, and produces reasoned and legally sustainable outcomes. In this sense, a fair trial is not
confined to protecting the accused from arbitrary prosecution or punishment, but also encompasses
the victim’s entitlement to effective participation, legal protection, access to remedies, and
recognition within the criminal process. Contemporary understandings of fair trial therefore
emphasize a multidimensional approach in which judicial independence, impartiality, presumption
of innocence, equality before the law, the right to defense, access to counsel, the right to be informed
of charges, the right to remain silent, the prohibition of coerced confession, adjudication within a
reasonable time, reasoned judicial decision-making, and access to appellate review operate as
interconnected guarantees rather than isolated procedural privileges (Sheikh al-Eslami & Pirhadi,
2024). At the same time, the position of the victim has gradually moved from the margins of criminal
procedure toward a more participatory model in which victims are recognized as holders of
procedural interests rather than merely sources of evidence (Karbasforush et al., 2020). This
development creates a central theoretical and practical question: how can criminal courts protect the
procedural rights of the accused while simultaneously ensuring that victims are not excluded,
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ignored, or subjected to secondary victimization? The present study addresses this question by
identifying and explaining the principal manifestations of fair trial for victims and offenders in
judicial decisions. It proceeds from the premise that fairness cannot be reduced either to accused-
centered safeguards or to victim-centered protection. Rather, the legitimacy of judicial decision-
making depends on maintaining a principled equilibrium between both positions. The study adopts
a descriptive-analytical method and examines the legal foundations of fair trial, the procedural rights
of the accused and victims, and the manner in which these rights are reflected in judicial reasoning
and court decisions.

The first analytical dimension concerns the conceptual and legal foundations of fair trial and the
specific position of the accused within criminal proceedings. Fair trial guarantees are designed
primarily to prevent the coercive apparatus of the state from operating without legal restraint,
particularly where individual liberty, dignity, reputation, or other fundamental rights are at stake.
The presumption of innocence forms the core of this protective structure because it requires the
prosecuting authority to establish criminal responsibility through legally admissible and sufficiently
persuasive evidence rather than requiring the accused to prove innocence (Khaleqi, 2022).
Accordingly, judicial suspicion, social reputation, silence, prior conduct, or the mere occurrence of a
harmful result cannot independently substitute for proof of the constituent elements of the offense.
The right to defense complements this principle by requiring that the accused be adequately
informed of the nature and basis of the accusation, be given sufficient opportunity to respond to
incriminating evidence, and be able to present exculpatory evidence and legal arguments (Babaei,
2013). Effective access to legal counsel is especially significant during the preliminary investigation,
where structural inequality between the individual and investigative authorities is most pronounced
(Rajabi Taj Amir, 2019). The right to remain silent also operates as a safeguard against compelled
self-incrimination and should not be interpreted as an independent indication of guilt (Qorqgani,
2019). In addition, impartiality must extend beyond the absence of personal bias and requires that
judicial and investigative authorities examine both incriminating and exculpatory material rather
than approaching the case through a presumption of guilt (Dehqani et al., 2022). These safeguards
become meaningful in judicial practice when courts provide explicit reasoning showing how evidence
establishes each legal element of the offense, how material defenses have been assessed, and why the
evidentiary threshold required for conviction has been satisfied. Therefore, the fairness of a
judgment must be assessed not merely by whether the final result is conviction or acquittal, but by
the quality and legality of the reasoning through which the result has been reached (Zarifi, 2018).
The second major dimension concerns the procedural position of victims and the extent to which
criminal justice institutions recognize their legitimate interests without transforming criminal
proceedings into an instrument of private retaliation. Victims possess a legitimate interest in
accessing judicial institutions, submitting complaints, providing evidence, obtaining information
about relevant procedural developments, seeking legal assistance, challenging certain judicial
decisions, and claiming compensation for losses caused by criminal conduct. Victim participation
has increasingly been regarded as an essential feature of a responsive criminal justice system because
excluding the victim from the process may reproduce the experience of powerlessness initially caused
by the offense (Shahsavari et al., 2023). Nevertheless, participation does not mean that the victim
acquires control over prosecution or punishment, nor does the victim’s belief in the accused’s guilt
lower the evidentiary threshold necessary for criminal conviction. A fair process must take the
victim’s claims seriously while maintaining an independent judicial assessment of the evidence. This
distinction is particularly important where the victim’s testimony constitutes a central evidentiary
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element or where the criminal process involves vulnerable persons. Victim protection also includes
respect for privacy, dignity, physical and psychological security, and the prevention of unnecessary
procedural practices that may produce secondary victimization. Repetitive questioning without
legitimate necessity, humiliating treatment, unjustified disclosure of personal information,
unreasonable delays, and institutional indifference may all undermine the fairness of proceedings
from the victim’s perspective. The recognition of victims’ procedural rights is therefore closely
connected to the broader ethical foundations of criminal procedure (Karbasforush et al., 2020). At
the same time, the possibility of compensation should remain legally structured and should not
automatically follow from every allegation or criminal proceeding. The distinction between criminal
liability and civil compensation is significant because the legal basis, evidentiary requirements, and
consequences of each may differ. A fair judicial system must therefore preserve the victim’s access
to compensatory mechanisms while ensuring that financial or civil liability is also determined
through an independent legal analysis rather than inferred automatically from the existence of
criminal proceedings.

The third dimension of the study focuses on judicial decisions as the practical arena in which the
abstract principles of fair trial acquire concrete meaning. Judicial rulings are not merely
administrative endpoints of litigation; they constitute the principal medium through which courts
demonstrate adherence to legality, rationality, neutrality, and procedural equality. A reasoned
judgment enables the accused to understand the evidentiary and legal basis of conviction or
acquittal, while enabling the victim to understand how the court evaluated the complaint, evidence,
and requests for compensation or other remedies. The quality of adjudication is therefore
inseparable from the quality of judicial reasoning (Almasi & Habibi Dargah, 2012). A judgment that
merely reproduces the contents of the case file, refers generally to “available evidence,” or dismisses
substantial defenses as “ineffective” without explanation may formally conclude the case while
failing to satisfy the deeper requirements of procedural fairness. By contrast, a judicial decision that
distinguishes between individual charges, separately assesses the evidence supporting each
allegation, responds to relevant defenses, and connects the proven facts to a clearly identified legal
provision provides a stronger basis for legitimacy and appellate review. The principle of legality is
particularly important in this context because courts may not criminalize conduct merely because it
appears socially harmful or morally objectionable; the conduct must fall within a legally recognized
criminal prohibition whose elements are established in the case (Zeraat, 2014). Similarly, criminal
responsibility cannot be expanded through analogy or excessively broad interpretation, because
predictability is an integral element of fair adjudication (Nosrati, 2017). The availability of appeal or
other forms of judicial review further strengthens fairness by creating an institutional mechanism
for correcting errors of fact, law, and procedure (Mansurabadi, 2013). Accordingly, the study treats
judicial reasoning, rather than the mere outcome of proceedings, as one of the most significant
indicators of whether the rights of both victims and accused persons have genuinely been respected.
The fourth analytical dimension addresses the central issue of balancing the rights of victims and
offenders and the structural challenges that may undermine such balance in judicial practice.
Procedural equality should not be understood as mathematical identity between the parties because
victims and accused persons occupy different legal positions and therefore require different
safeguards. The presumption of innocence, protection against compelled self-incrimination, and the
right to silence are specifically connected with the accused’s exposure to state coercion, whereas
protection from intimidation, meaningful participation, and access to compensation respond more
directly to the position of the victim. Fairness requires that each party receive safeguards appropriate
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to its procedural vulnerability. Difficulties arise when protection of one party is treated as a
justification for disregarding the rights of the other. Public pressure for rapid punishment, especially
in socially sensitive cases, may encourage security-oriented approaches that restrict defense rights
or weaken evidentiary standards (Tavajjohi & Dehqani, 2013). Conversely, an excessively accused-
centered interpretation of criminal procedure may lead to marginalization of victims, insufficient
communication with them, or failure to address legitimate claims for restitution and protection. The
challenge is therefore not to select one interest over another, but to organize both through legal
standards. For example, where digital communications are relied upon by a victim to support an
allegation and their authenticity is disputed by the accused, a fair response is neither automatic
exclusion nor unquestioning acceptance; rather, the evidentiary material should be authenticated
and assessed in conjunction with other circumstances. The same logic applies to expert testimony,
witness statements, and other forms of evidence. Procedural fairness thus operates as a method for
resolving competing claims according to predefined legal criteria rather than according to intuition,
public sentiment, or the institutional convenience of judicial authorities (Rahmdel, 2014). This
equilibrium also requires efficient case management because unreasonable delay harms both
defendants and victims, whereas excessive acceleration may undermine the completeness of
investigation and the quality of defense. Fairness therefore demands a reasonable relationship
among accuracy, efficiency, participation, and legal certainty (Fardust, 2022).

The findings of the study indicate that the most defensible model of fair criminal adjudication is
neither exclusively victim-centered nor exclusively accused-centered. Fair trial should instead be
understood as an integrated procedural framework in which the rights of both parties operate as
mutually reinforcing limitations on arbitrary decision-making. For the accused, fairness requires the
presumption of innocence, effective defense, access to legal counsel, the right to silence, lawful and
proportionate procedural measures, impartial assessment of evidence, a reasoned judgment, and
meaningful access to appellate review. For the victim, fairness requires effective access to justice,
meaningful participation, respectful treatment, protection against intimidation and secondary
victimization, consideration of evidentiary submissions, and access to legally recognized forms of
reparation. Judicial decisions occupy a decisive position in transforming these principles from
abstract legal standards into practical guarantees. A fair judgment must therefore identify the legal
issues clearly, distinguish among separate allegations, assess conflicting evidence transparently,
respond to substantial arguments, explain the relationship between facts and legal rules, and
determine criminal and compensatory consequences according to their respective legal foundations.
The principal challenge is not the absence of fair-trial concepts in the legal system, but the gap that
may arise between formal recognition and effective implementation. Reducing this gap requires
greater attention to the quality of judicial reasoning, more effective access to counsel, improved
procedural information for victims, stronger safeguards against unnecessary delay and secondary
victimization, and a judicial culture that understands the protection of one party’s rights not as a
threat to the other, but as an essential component of the legitimacy of criminal justice. In this
framework, fairness is achieved when neither punishment nor acquittal is predetermined, when
neither the victim nor the accused is procedurally marginalized, and when the final judicial outcome
can be justified through transparent, lawful, and rational adjudication.
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